CPI  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U) -Analysis 

On  a  seasonally  adjusted  basis,  the  CPI-U  rose  0.1  percent  in  January,  following  an  increase  of  0.3 
percent  in  December.  The  food  index,  which  was  unchanged  in  December,  declined  0.3  percent  in  January. 
Grocery  store  food  prices  fell  0.6  percent,  reflecting  in  part  a  2.0  percent  drop  in  the  index  for  fruits 
and  vegetables.  The  energy  index  increased  for  the  fifth  consecutive  month,  advancing  0.8  percent  in 
January.  The  index  for  petroleum-based  energy  increased  0.4  percent,  and  the  index  for  energy  services 
rose  1.4  percent.  Excluding  food  and  energy,  the  CPI-U  rose  0.1  percent,  following  increases  of  0.2  percent 
in  each  of  the  three  preceding  months . 

NEXT  CPI  RELEASE:  FEBRUARY  DATA  ON  MARCH  19,  1997  8:30  A.M,  (EST) ;  TRY  OUR  CPI  QUICKLINE:  call  202-606-6994 

Notice:  CPI  data  are  now  available  on  the  Internet  worldwide  computer  network.  Using  GOPHER  or  Anonymous 

FTP  access,  the  BLS  Internet  address  is  "stats.bls.gov";  or  access  data  through  the  CPI  home  page  on  the 
World  Wide  Web  at  "http://stats.bls.gov/cpihome.htm"  (There  is  no  charge  from  BLS  for  this  service.  Any 
cost  is  incurred  through  your  Internet  service  provider.)  The  BLS  help  desk  E-Mail  I.D.  is: 

LABSTAT . helpdesk@BLS . gov" 


Table  1.  Consumer  Price  Index  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U)  and  Consumer  Price  Index  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers 
(CPI-W):  U.S.  city  average,  by  expenditure  category  and  commodity  and  service  group 

(1982-84=100,  unless  otherwise  noted) 


CPI-U 


CPI-W 


Expenditure  category 


All  items  . 

All  items  (1967=100) 


Food  and  beverages  . 

Food  . 

Food  at  home  . 

Cereals  and  bakery  products  .  . 
Meats,  poultry,  fish,  and  eggs 

Dairy  products  1/  . 

Fruits  and  vegetables  2/  . 

Other  food  at  home  . 

Sugar  and  sweets  . 

Fats  and  oils  . 

Nonalcoholic  beverages  . 

Other  prepared  food  . 

Food  away  from  home  . 

Alcoholic  beverages  . 


Housing  2/  . 

Shelter  . 

Renters'  costs  3/  . 

Rent,  residential  . 

Other  renters'  costs  4/  . 

Homeowners'  costs  3 /  . 

Owners'  equivalent  rent  3/  . 

Household  insurance  3[/  4T  . 

Maintenance  and  repairs  1_7  4 /  . 

Maintenance  and  repair 

services  l_/  4/  . 

Maintenance  and  repair 

commodities  1/  4 /  . 

Fuel  and  other  utilities  2/  . 

Fuels  . 

Fuel  oil  and  other  household  fuel 

commodities  . 

Gas  (piped)  and  electricity  (energy 

services ) . 

Other  utilities  and  public 

services  4/  . 

Household  furnishings  and  operation  2 /  . 

Housef urnishings  4/  . 

Housekeeping  suppTies  . 

Housekeeping  services  . 


Apparel  and  upkeep  . 

Apparel  commodities  4/  . 

Men's  and  boys'  apparel  . 

Women's  and  girls'  apparel.... 
Infants'  and  toddlers'  apparel 

Footwear  . 

Other  apparel  commodities  .... 
Apparel  services  1/  4/  . 


Transportation  . 

Private  transportation  . 

New  vehicles  . 

New  cars  . 

Used  cars  . 

Motor  fuel  . 

Gasoline  . 

Maintenance  and  repairs  . 

'  Other  private  transportation  . 
Other  private  transportation 

commodities  . 

Other  private  transportation 

services  4/  . 

Public  transportation  . 


Medical  care  . 

Medical  care  commodities  . 

Medical  care  services  . 

Professional  medical  services 


Entertainment  4/  . 

Entertainment  commodities  4/  . 

Entertainment  services  4 /  . 

Other  goods  and  services  2/  . 

Tobacco  and  smoking  products  . 

Personal  care  j^/  . 

Toilet  goods  and  personal  care 

appliances  X /  . 

Personal  care  services  \ j  . 

Personal  and  educational  expenses  4 /  , . . 

School  books  and  supplies  . 

Personal  and  educational  services  4 J  . 

Commodity  and  service  group 

All  items  . 

Commodities  . 

Food  and  beverages  . 

Commodities  less  food  and  beverages  .... 
Nondurables  less  food  and  beverages  .. 

Apparel  commodities  4/  . 

Nondurables  less  fooH,  beverages, 

and  apparel  . 

Durables  . 

Services  . 

Rent  of  shelter  3^/  . 

Household  services  less  rent  of 

shelter  _3  /  . . 

Transportation  services  . 

Medical  care  services  . 

Other  services  . 


Special  indexes 

All  items  less  food  . 

All  items  less  shelter  . 

All  items  less  homeowners'  costs  3/  .... 

All  items  less  medical  care  . 

Commodities  less  food  . 

Nondurables  less  food  . 

Nondurables  less  food  and  apparel  . 

Nondurables  . 

Services  less  rent  of  shelter  3_l  . 

Services  less  medical  care  services  .... 

Energy  . 

All  items  less  energy  . 

All  items  less  food  and  energy  . 

Commodities  less  food  and 

energy  commodities  . 

Energy  commodities  . 

Services  less  energy  services  . 

Purchasing  power  of  the  consumer  dollar: 

1982-84=$! .00  1/  . 

1 96 7  =  $  1 .00  1/  7 . 


Unad¬ 

Unadjusted 

justed 

percent 

change  to 

indexes 

Jan.  1997  from- 

Jan  . 

Jan . 

Dec  . 

1997 

1996 

1996 

159.1 

3.0 

0.3 

476.7 

- 

156.9 

3.6 

.2 

156.5 

3.6 

.  1 

157.9 

3.9 

.  1 

176.5 

2.9 

.5 

149.6 

4.8 

-.3 

147.8 

8.4 

-.5 

187.3 

3 . 2 

.  1 

144.8 

2  .  1 

.8 

146.9 

3.9 

1  .5 

142.3 

1.9 

1  .  1 

128.3 

-1  .3 

1  .  1 

159.4 

4.1 

.3 

155.3 

3  .  1 

.2 

161.1 

3.5 

.4 

155.1 

3.0 

.7 

173.6 

3.0 

.8 

182.7 

3.5 

2.0 

164.4 

2.8 

.2 

217.3 

5.2 

6.6 

179.1 

2.8 

.  2 

179.5 

2 . 7 

.2 

162.6 

2.9 

.  1 

141.5 

3.8 

.0 

148.2 

4.3 

.  1 

132.5 

3 .0 

-.1 

130.8 

4.9 

1  .  1 

119.1 

6 . 1 

1  .  7 

111.5 

14.2 

1.1 

124.9 

5.2 

1.7 

159.7 

3.4 

.4 

124.9 

.6 

-.1 

110.8 

-.5 

-.2 

142.3 

1.4 

.6 

149.6 

2.7 

-.3 

129.6 

-.3 

-.5 

125.8 

-.6 

-.6 

127.0 

1 .8 

-.6 

121.5 

-1.5 

-1  .5 

127.9 

-2 . 7 

.8 

125.0 

1.3 

-.7 

145.6 

-4.0 

2.8 

161.7 

2.2 

.  1 

145.0 

3.6 

-.1 

141.8 

3 . 2 

.  1 

145.4 

1  .  5 

.0 

143.0 

1  .  3 

.0 

154.7 

-2.0 

-.6 

108.6 

10.1 

.0 

107.9 

9.9 

.0 

161.1 

3  .  1 

.3 

176.2 

2.0 

.  1 

105 . 2 

-.2 

.0 

193.0 

2.4 

.2 

185.8 

8.3 

-2.2 

231.8 

2.9 

.5 

212.8 

2.5 

.4 

236.3 

3  .  1 

.6 

212.2 

3.5 

.6 

161.3 

2.7 

.3 

144.2 

2.0 

.  1 

181.3 

3  .  3 

.4 

220.0 

3.8 

.6 

236.4 

3  .  1 

.9 

151.6 

1  .  7 

.7 

143.6 

-.1 

.6 

160.7 

3.7 

.9 

254.0 

4.5 

.4 

234.5 

4.8 

1  .  5 

255.8 

4.5 

.4 

D 

159.1 

3 .0 

141.5 

2.7 

.  1 

156.9 

3.6 

.2 

132.1 

2.0 

.0 

133.8 

3  .  1 

.  1 

125.8 

-.6 

-.6 

141.0 

4.8 

.4 

129.7 

.  3 

-.2 

177.0 

3.3 

.5 

180.6 

2.9 

.7 

144.6 

4.0 

.8 

183.5 

3.8 

-.3 

236.3 

3  .  1 

.6 

205.9 

3.9 

.4 

159.6 

3 .0 

.4 

155.0 

3  .  1 

.2 

160.2 

3.2 

.4 

155.0 

3  .  1 

.3 

133.3 

2  .  1 

.0 

135.4 

3  .  1 

.  1 

142.0 

4.7 

.4 

145.5 

3.4 

.  1 

185.9 

3 . 7 

.4 

17  1.5 

3.4 

.5 

111.3 

7 . 9 

1  .0 

165.3 

2  7 

.  3 

167.5 

2  !  5 

.  3 

14  1.5 

.  9 

.0 

109.2 

10.6 

.  1 

182.4 

3  .  3 

.5 

$  .  628 

-3 . 1 

-.5 

.210 

— 

— 

Seasonally 

Unad¬ 

adjusted 

justed 

percent 

indexes 

hange  from- 

Jan . 

ec.  to  Jan. 

1997 

0 . 1 

1  156.3 

- 

1  465.7 

-.2 

1  156.4 

-.3 

1  156.1 

-.6 

!  157.1 

-.2 

!  176.2 

-.4 

!  149.3 

-.5 

!  147.6 

-2.0 

I  186.1 

.  1 

:  144.4 

.6 

!  146.8 

-.1 

:  141.9 

.2 

:  127.9 

-.1 

:  159.3 

.3 

:  155.4 

.2 

:  160.4 

.3 

:  151.8 

.3 

!  168.6 

.6 

l  159.4 

.2 

:  i64.i 

1  .4 

:  216.3 

.2 

:  163.3 

.2 

!  163.7 

.2 

:  147.4 

.0 

:  140.1 

.  1 

!  150.0 

-.  1 

!  127.3 

.  7 

:  130.5 

1.0 

:  118.5 

-1.2 

:  111.6 

1.4 

!  124.5 

.3 

!  160.3 

-.2 

!  123.4 

-.4 

!  109.5 

.4 

1  142.8 

-.5 

:  152.6 

.4 

:  128.7 

.5 

:  125.1 

1 .0 

:  127.0 

.6 

!  119.9 

.8 

!  128.5 

-.8 

1  126.0 

.  1 

:  144.6 

.1 

:  160.8 

-.2 

1  144.6 

.  1 

:  142.4 

-.2 

:  146.6 

-.2 

:  142.7 

.  1 

:  155.9 

.6 

!  108.8 

.  7 

:  108.2 

.4 

:  162.0 

-.  1 

;  171.9 

-.2 

:  104.2 

-.1 

:  189.0 

-2.9 

!  183.6 

.2 

:  231.1 

.2 

:  210.1 

.2 

:  235.9 

.4 

:  213.3 

.0 

:  158.8 

-.3 

:  142.9 

.2 

:  181.4 

.4 

:  216.7 

.4 

!  236.1 

.7 

:  151.6 

.6 

!  144.4 

.9 

:  160.8 

.3 

:  249.7 

-.1 

I  236.2 

.4 

1  251.1 

r%  v 

.  1 

:  156.3 

.0 

1  141.5 

-.2 

:  156.4 

.2 

!  132.4 

.  1 

:  133.7 

.5 

:  125.1 

.3 

!  140.9 

-.2 

!  129.5 

.  2 

:  174.2 

.3 

1  162.3 

.6 

!  13  2-.  9 

-.7 

!  181.3 

»  .2 

1  235.9 

.3 

!  202.7 

.  2 

156.3 

.  1 

153.2 

.  1 

146.8 

.  1 

152.8 

.  1 

133.5 

.  1 

135.3 

.  1 

141.8 

.  1 

145.4 

.  1 

165.7 

.  2 

169.0 

.8 
.  1 
.  1 

113.0 

162.5 

164.1 

.  1 

141.0 

109.4 

.  4 

.  1 

179.8 

-.5 

$  .  640 

.215 

Unadjusted  Seasonally 

percent  change  to  adjusted 


Jan . 

1997  from- 

percent 

Jan . 

Dec  . 

change  from 

1996 

1996 

Dec.  to  Jan 

1 

U> 

O 

0.3 

0.1 

3.7 

.2 

-.2 

3.7 

.2 

-.3 

4.0 

.  1 

-.6 

2.9 

.5 

-.1 

4.8 

-.3 

-.5 

8.4 

-.6 

-.6 

3.4 

.1 

-1  .  7 

2 . 1 

.8 

.0 

3.9 

1 .6 

.5 

1.6 

1  .  1 

-.3 

-1.2 

1  .  1 

.0 

4.2 

.3 

-.  1 

3.2 

.3 

.3 

3.5 

.3 

.  1 

2.9 

.5 

.3 

2.9 

.5 

.2 

3  .  2 

1.3 

.4 

2.8 

.2 

.2 

5.3 

6.2 

1  .3 

2.7 

.2 

.2 

2.8 

.2 

.2 

1  .7 

.1 

.4 

3.4 

.0 

.0 

3.7 

-.1 

-.  1 

3.0 

.2 

.  2 

5  .  1 

1  .  2 

.8 

6.4 

1.7 

1 . 1 

14.6 

.9 

-1.2 

5.5 

1.8 

1.4 

3.6 

.4 

.3 

.5 

-.1 

-.2 

-.5 

-.3 

-.5 

1.6 

.6 

.4 

2.4 

-.2 

-.3 

-.3 

-.5 

.4 

-.6 

-.5 

.5 

1  .8 

-.4 

.9 

-2.0 

-1  .5 

.6 

-2.9 

.3 

.3 

1  .  7 

-.8 

-.7 

-3.0 

3.5 

.4 

2.0 

.2 

.2 

3.5 

-.1 

.0 

3.2 

.0 

.  1 

1  .  7 

.  1 

-.  1 

1  .3 

.0 

-.2 

-1.9 

-.6 

.  1 

10.3 

-.1 

.6 

10.2 

-.1 

.5 

3  .  1 

.4 

.4 

2.0 

.2 

.1 

-.4 

-.1 

-.2 

2.4 

.  2 

.2 

8.3 

-1.8 

-2  .  7 

2.9 

.4 

.2 

2.3 

.3 

.  1 

3  .  1 

.5 

.2 

3.5 

.5 

.2 

2.7 

.3 

.0 

1.9 

.0 

-.3 

3.4 

.4 

.2 

3 . 7 

.7 

.6 

3 .0 

.9 

.6 

1  .  7 

.8 

.8 

.0 

.6 

.6 

3.8 

.9 

.9 

4.7 

.6 

.5 

4.9 

1  .4 

-.  1 

4.7 

.5 

.6 

3.0 

.3 

.1 

2.8 

.  1 

.0 

3.7 

.2 

-.2 

2  .  1 

.0 

.2 

3.4 

.  1 

.  1 

-.6 

-.5 

.5 

5.2 

.4 

.3 

.3 

-.1 

-.  1 

3.3 

.5 

.2 

2.9 

.6 

.4 

4 . 2 

.9 

.7 

3.5 

-.  1 

-.3 

3  .  1 

.5 

.2 

4.0 

.5 

.4 

3.0 

.3 

.2 

3.2 

.3 

.  1 

3  .  1 

.  3 

.  1 

3.0 

.  3 

.  1 

2  .  1 

.0 

.  1 

3.4 

.  1 

.  1 

5.0 

.4 

.  1 

3.6 

.  1 

.  1 

3  .7 

.4 

.2 

3.4 

.5 

.  3 

8 . 3 

.9 

.9 

2.7 

.2 

.  1 

2 . 4 

.  2 

.  2 

.8 

.0 

.  1 

10.7 

.0 

.  4 

3  .  2 

.4 

o 

-2 . 9 

_  o 

-.2 

1/  Not  seasonally  adjusted. 

27  This  index  series  will  undergo  a  change  in  composition  in  January,  1998. 

7/  U-population  indexes  on  a  December  1982=100  base;  W-population  indexes  on  a  December  1984=100  base. 

47  This  index  series  will  no  longer  appear  in  its  present  form  after  December,  1997. 

Data  not  available. 

NOTE:  Index  applies  to  a  month  as  a  whole,  not  to  any  specific  date. 


Table  2.  Consumer  Price  Index  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U)  and  Consumer  Price  Index  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical 
Workers  (CPI-W):  Selected  areas,  all  items  index 


(1982-84-100,  unless  otherwise  noted) 


Area 


U.S.  city  average  . 

Region  and  area  size  iy 

Northeast  urban . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1.200.000  ... 
Size  B  -  500.000  to  1.200.000  2/ 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  500,000  2/ .T. 

North  Central  urban  . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1.200,000  ... 
Size  B  -  360,000  to  1.200,000  2/ 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  360,000  2/ .7. 

Size  D  -  Nonmetropolitan 

(less  than  50,000)  .... 


South  urban  . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1.200.000  ... 
Size  B  -  450.000  to  1.200.000  2/ 

Size  C  -  50,600  to  450,000  2/ .7. 

Size  D  -  Nonmetropolitan 

(less  than  50,000)  .... 


West  urban  . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,250,000 
Size  C  -  50,000  to  330,000  2/ 


Size  classes 

A  3/  . 

B  77  . 

C  7/  . 

D  7 . 


Selected  local  areas 

Chicago-Gary-Lake  County,  IL-IN-WI . 

Los  Ange 1 es-Anahe im-Rive rside .  CA  . 

N .Y. -Northern  N.J.-Long  Island,  NY-NJ-CT 
Phil.-Wilmington-Trenton, 

PA-NJ-DE-MD  4/  . 

San  F ranc isco-Oak 1 and-San  Jose,  CA  4/  .. 

Baltimore,  MD  57  . 

Bos  t on-Law re nee -S a  1 em ,  MA-NH  . 

Cleveland-Akron-Lorain,  OH  . 

Miami-Fort  Lauderdale,  FL  . 

St.  Louis-East  St.  Louis,  MO-IL  6/  . 

Washington,  DC-MD-VA  J>/  . 

Dallas-Fort  Worth,  TX  . 

Detroit-Ann  Arbor,  MI  . 

Hous ton-Ga 1 veston-Brazoria ,  TX  . 

Pi t tsburgh-Beave r  Valley,  PA  67  . 


CPI-U 

CPI 

-w 

Indexes 

Percent 

Indexes 

Percent 

change  to 

change  to 

Jan.  1997 

Jan.  1997 

No  v . 

Dec  . 

Jan . 

f  rom- 

Nov. 

Dec  . 

Jan . 

f  ro«- 

1996 

1996 

1997 

Jan.  1996 

1996 

1996 

1997 

Jan.  1996 

158.6 

158.6 

159.1 

3.0  : 

155.9 

155.9 

156.3 

3.0 

165.4 

165.7 

166.2 

3.0 

163.0 

163.2 

163.5 

3.0 

166.0 

166.2 

166.8 

2.8 

162.6 

162.6 

163.1 

2.9 

163.1 

164.3 

164.2 

3.5 

160.7 

162.0 

162.0 

3.5 

164.3 

164.6 

164.7 

3.1 

166.0 

166.3 

166.3 

3.0 

155.0 

155.3 

155.5 

3.5 

151.7 

151.9 

152.1 

3.5 

155.3 

155.5 

156.0 

3 . 3 

151.3 

151.5 

15  1.9 

3.3 

154.5 

154.5 

154.3 

3.8 

150.8 

150.7 

150.5 

3.8 

157.1 

157.7 

157.8 

3.7 

154.5 

155.1 

155.2 

3.7 

151.9 

151.9 

152.2 

3.9 

150.1 

150.3 

150.5 

4.0 

155.1 

155.1 

155.7 

3.0 

153.7 

153.7 

154.2 

3.0 

153.8 

1  54.0 

154.9 

3.0 

152.0 

152.3 

153.1 

3.0 

158.2 

158.2 

158.5 

3  .  5 

154.5 

154.5 

154.7 

3.4 

154.7 

154.4 

155.0 

2.6 

154.7 

154.5 

154.9 

2.5 

154.6 

154.4 

154.8 

3.3 

155.1 

155.0 

155.3 

3  .  3 

159.2 

158.7 

159.6 

2.8 

155.9 

155.4 

156.3 

2.7 

159.1 

158.7 

159.6 

2.7 

154.3 

153.8 

154.7 

2.5 

163.9 

163.9 

164.9 

3.2 

160.8 

160.7 

161.7 

3.3 

142.9 

142.9 

143.6 

2.9 

142.0 

141.9 

142.5 

2.9 

158.9 

159.0 

159.2 

3.4 

156.0 

156.2 

156.3 

3.4 

158.5 

158.6 

159.1 

3.0 

157.7 

157.9 

158.2 

3 . 1 

155.8 

155.5 

155.9 

3.3 

155.1 

154.9 

155.3 

3.4 

159.4 

159.7 

160.4 

3.8 

154.4 

154.6 

155.3 

3.7 

158.4 

158.3 

159.1 

2.2 

152.9 

152.7 

153.6 

2  .  1 

168.4 

168.5 

169.1 

2.6 

164.7 

164.7 

165.1 

2.6 

164.3 

164.3 

165.1 

3.0 

164.0 

163.6 

164.4 

2.9 

156.9 

156.0 

157.0 

2.7 

154.2 

153.1 

154.1 

2.4 

154.8 

_ 

155.8 

2.8 

153.6 

_ 

154.6 

2.9 

166.3 

— 

167.7 

3.4 

165.4 

- 

166.6 

3.4 

153.8 

_ 

153.8 

3.2 

146.2 

— 

146.2 

3.3 

156.4 

_ 

158.1 

4.0 

154.6 

— 

156.0 

4.0 

151.4 

_ 

151.5 

2.9 

150.5 

m. 

150.6 

2.8 

161.2 

- 

161.6 

3.1 

158.7 

~ 

158.9 

3.2 

_ 

150.0 

_ 

_ 

_ 

150.2 

• 

_ 

— 

154.3 

— 

149.4 

— 

— 

— 

143.6 

— 

— 

143.0 

— 

— 

- 

155.4 

- 

- 

- 

148.8 

- 

- 

1/  Regions  defined  as  the  four  Census  regions.  See  map  in  technical  notes. 

7/  Starting  in  January,  1998,  a  new  Size  Class  B/C  will  be  introduced,  composed  of  current 

Size  Class  B  and  Size  Class  C  cities.  There  will  be  no  individual  Size  Class  B  or  Size  Class  C. 

3/  Indexes  on  a  December  1986=100  base. 

5/  Indexes  for  the  cities  of  Philadelphia  and  San  Francisco  will  no  longer  be  published  on  a  monthly 

basis  starting  in  January,  1998.  Beginning  in  February,  1998  they  will  be  published  on  a 
bi-monthly  basis. 

J>/  Indexes  for  the  cities  of  Washington  and  Baltimore  will  no  longer  be  published  separately  after  December,  1997. 

Beginning  in  January,  1998  the  two  cities  will  be  published  as  a  Washing ton-Ba 1 timo re 
combined  metropolitan  area. 

Indexes  for  the  cities  of  Pittsburgh  and  St.  Louis  will  no  longer  be  published  on  a  bi-monthly 
basis  after  December,  1997.  Beginning  in  July,  1998  they  will  be  published  semi-annually,  each 
January  and  July. 

Data  not  available. 

NOTE:  Local  area  CPI  indexes  are  byproducts  of  the  national  CPI  program.  Each  local  index  has  a  smaller  sample  size 

than  the  national  index  and  is,  therefore,  subject  to  substantially  more  sampling  and  other  measurement  error. 
As  a  result,  local  area  indexes  show  greater  volatility  than  the  national  index,  although  their  long-term 
trends  are  similar.  Therefore,  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  strongly  urges  users  to  consider  adopting  the 
national  average  CPI  for  use  in  their  escalator  clauses. 


BRIEF  EXPLANATION  OFTHE  CPI 


The  Consumer  Price  Index  (CPI)  is  a  measure  of  the  average  change 
in  prices  over  time  in  a  fixed  market  basket  of  goods  and  services. 
Two  CPIs  are  published:  1 )  The  CPI  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI- 
U)  which  covers  about  80  percent  of  the  total  population  and  2)  the 
CPI  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers  (CPI-W)  which 
covers  32  percent  of  the  total  population. The  CPI  is  based  on  prices 
of  food,  clothing,  shelter,  transportation,  medical  care,  and  other  goods 
and  services  that  people  buy  for  day-to-day  living.  In  calculating  the 
Index,  price  changes  for  the  various  items  in  85  locations  are  averaged 
together  with  weights  which  represent  their  importance  in  the  spending 
of  the  appropriate  population  group.  Indexes  for  different  months  are 
usually  compared  in  relative  terms.  Thus,  an  index  of  133.5  is  1.063 
times  higher  than  an  index  of  125.6  (133.5/125.6=1.063);  in  other 
words,  prices  increased 6.3 percent  The  CPI  is  used  as  an  indicator 
of  inflation,  a  deflator  of  other  economic  series,  and  as  an  escalator 
for  income  payments. 


More  otete/ZThis  news  release  from  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor  provides  summary  data  from  the 
Consumer  Price  Index.  The  full  release  is  available  electronically 
at  release  time.  For  Information,  call  202-606-5902.  CPI  data  also 
are  available  on  diskette  and  tape.  For  information,  call  202-606- 
7000.  If  you  have  any  questions  about  the  CPI,  please  write  to  the 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  Division  of  Consumer  Prices  and  Price 
Indexes,  Room  361 5PSB,  Washington,  DC  20212,  or  call  202-606- 
7000.  Full  detail  is  available  in  the  monthly  periodical  CPI  Detailed 
Report,  available  for  $25  per  year  from  New  Orders,  Government 
Printing  Office,  P.O.  Box  371954,  Pittsburgh,  PA  15250-7954. This 
information  will  be  made  available  to  sensory  impaired  individuals 
upon  request.  Voice  phone:  202-606-STAT,  TDD  phone:  202-606- 
5897,  TDD  Message  Referral  Phone:  1-800-326-2577.  For  a 
recorded  message  of  summary  CPI  data,  call  202-606-STAT. 
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CPI  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U) -Analysis 


On  a  seasonally  adjusted  basis,  the  CPI-U  rose  0.3  percent  in  February,  following  an  increase  of  0.1 
percent  in  January.  The  food  index,  which  declined  0.3  percent  in  January,  advanced  0.3  percent  in 
February.  The  index  for  grocery  store  food  prices  increased  0.5  percent,  reflecting  an  8.9  percent  rise  in 
the  index  for  fresh  vegetables.  The  energy  index--up  0.3  percent  in  February--continued  to  increase,  but 
by  less  than  in  recent  months.  The  index  for  petroleum-based  energy  turned  down  in  February,  declining  0.2 
percent,  while  the  index  for  energy  services  rose  0.7  percent.  Excluding  food  and  energy,  the  CPI-U  rose 
0.2  percent.  This  compares  with  a  0.1  percent  rise  in  January,  but  was  the  same  as  the  average  monthly 
increase  in  all  of  1996. 

NEXT  CPI  RELEASE:  MARCH  DATA  ON  APRIL  15,  1997  8:30  A.M.  (EDT) ;  TRY  OUR  CPI  QUICKLINE:  call  202-606-6994 

Notice:  CPI  data  art  now  available  on  the  Internet  worldwide  computer  network.  Using  GOPHER  or  Anonymous 

FTP  access,  the  BLS  Internet  address  is  "stats. bis. gov";  or  access  data  through  the  CPI  home  page  on  the 
World  Wide  Web  at  "http://stat8.bl8.gov/cpihome.htm"  (There  is  no  charge  from  BLS  for  this  service.  Any 
cost  is  incurred  through  your  Internet  service  provider.)  The  BLS  help  desk  E-Mail  I.D.  is: 

LABSTAT .  helpde sk@BLS  .  gov" 


Table  1.  Consumer  Price  Index  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U)  and  Consumer  Price  Index  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers 
(CPI-W):  U.S.  city  average,  by  expenditure  category  and  commodity  and  service  group 

(1982-84-100,  unless  otherwise  noted) 

CPI-U  CPI-W 


Expenditure  category 


All  items  . . 

All  items  (1967-100) 


Food  and  beverages  . 

Food  . 

Food  at  home  . 

Cereals  and  bakery  products  .. 
Meats,  poultry,  fish,  and  eggs 

Dairy  products  1/  . 

Fruits  and  vegetables  2/  . 

Other  food  at  home  . 

Sugar  and  sweets  . 

Fats  and  oils  . 

Nonalcoholic  beverages  . 

Other  prepared  food  . 

Food  away  from  home  . 

Alcoholic  beverages  . 


Housing  2/  . 

ShelteT  . 

Renters'  costs  3/  4/ . 

Rent,  residential  . 

Other  renters'  costs  4/  ... 

Homeowners'  costs  3/  4 J . 

Owners'  equivalent  rent  3/ 
Household  insurance  2^1  4T  . 
Maintenance  and  repairs  IT  4/ 
Maintenance  and  repair 

services  1/  4/  . . 

Maintenance  and  Tepair 

commodities  1/  4/  . 

Fuel  and  other  utilities  2/  ... 


Fuel  oil  and  other  household  fuel 

commodities  . 

Gas  (piped)  and  electricity  (energy 

services ) . 

Other  utilities  and  public 

/.  y 

Household  furnishings  and  operation  2/  . 

Housef urnishings  4/  . 

Housekeeping  supplies  . 

Housekeeping  services  4/  . 


Apparel  and  upkeep  . . . 

Apparel  commodities  /  . . 

Men's  and  boys'  apparel  . . 

Women's  and  girls’  apparel . . 

Infants'  and  toddlers’  apparel  1/ 

Footwear  . . 

Other  apparel  commodities  4/ . . 

Apparel  services  1/  4/  . T . . 


Transportation  . . 

Private  transportation  . 

New  vehicles  . 

New  cars  . 

Used  cars  . 

Motor  fuel  . 

Gasoline  . 

Maintenance  and  repairs  . 

Other  private  transportation  4 j 
Other  private  transportation 

commodities  4/ . 

Other  private  transportation 

services  4/  . 

Public  transportation  . 


Medical  care  . 

Medical  care  commodities  . 

Medical  care  services  . 

Professional  medical  services 


Entertainment  4/  . 

Entertainment  commodities  4/  . 

Entertainment  services  4 J  . 

Other  goods  and  services  2/  . 

Tobacco  and  smoking  products  . 

Personal  care  . 

Toilet  goods  and  personal  care 

appliances  1/  . 

Personal  care  services  1/  . . . 

Personal  and  educational  Expenses  j4 /  . . . 

School  books  and  supplies  . 

Personal  and  educational  services  4y  . 

Commodity  and  service  group 

All  items  . 

Commodities  . 

Food  and  beverages  . 

Commodities  less  food  and  beverages  .... 
Nondurables  less  food  and  beverages  .. 

Apparel  commodities  4/  . 

Nondurables  less  food,  beverages, 

and  apparel  . 

Durables  . 

Services  . 

Rent  of  shelter  3/  . 

Household  services  less  rent  of 

shelter  3 /  b/ . 

Transportation  services  . 

Medical  care  services  . 

Other  services  . 


Special  indexes 

All  items  less  food  . 

All  items  less  shelter  . 

All  items  less  homeowners'  costs  3 j  4/.. 

All  items  less  medical  care  . 

Commodities  less  food  . 

Nondurables  less  food  . 

Nondurables  less  food  and  apparel  . 

Nondurables  . 

Services  less  rent  of  shelter  3/  4/  .... 
Services  less  medical  care  services  .... 

Energy  . 

All  items  less  energy  . 

All  items  less  food  and  energy  . 

Commodities  less  food  and 

energy  commodities  . 

Energy  commodities  . 

Services  less  energy  services  . 

Purchasing  power  of  the  consumer  dollar: 

1982-84=$! .00  1/  . 

1967=$1 .00  1 /  T . 


Unad¬ 

Unad  lusted 

Seasonal 1 y 

Unad¬ 

Unadjusted 

Seasonal ly 

justed 

percent 

change  to 

adjusted 

justed 

percent 

change  to 

adjusted 

indexes 

Feb.  1997  from- 

percent 

indexes 

Feb.  1997  from- 

percent 

Feb. 

Feb . 

Jan . 

change  from- 

Feb. 

Feb . 

Jan. 

change  from 

1997 

1996 

1997 

Jan.  to  Feb. 

1997 

1996 

1997 

Jan.  to  Feb 

159.6 

3.0 

0.3 

0.3 

!  156.8 

3.0 

0.3 

0.2 

478.2 

- 

- 

- 

!  467.0 

— 

— 

— 

156.9 

3.7 

.0 

.3 

!  156.4 

3.8 

.0 

.2 

156.5 

3.8 

.0 

.3 

I  156.0 

3.8 

-.1 

.3 

157.7 

4.2 

-.1 

.5 

i  156.8 

4.2 

-.2 

.  3 

176.7 

2.7 

.1 

.1 

I  176.4 

2.7 

.1 

-.  1 

148.8 

4.5 

-.5 

-.2 

!  148.4 

4.4 

- .  6 

- .  3 

146.2 

6.6 

-1  . 1 

-1.1 

!  146.0 

6 . 6 

-1 . 1 

-1  .  1 

187.4 

5.5 

.1 

3.0 

!  186.1 

5.4 

.0 

2 . 7 

145.4 

2.5 

.4 

.2 

!  145.0 

2.5 

.4 

.2 

147.2 

4.0 

.2 

.0 

!  147.2 

4.0 

.3 

.  2 

142.7 

2 . 1 

.3 

.1 

I  142.3 

1 .9 

.3 

.  1 

128.5 

-1.1 

.2 

-.5 

!  128.0 

-1  .  1 

.  1 

-.4 

160.6 

4.7 

.8 

.8 

:  160.4 

4.7 

.7 

.7 

155.6 

3 . 1 

.2 

.2 

1  155.7 

3 . 2 

.  2 

.2 

161 .8 

3.3 

.4 

.2 

:  i6i.i 

3.2 

.4 

.1 

155.8 

3.0 

.5 

.3 

j  152.4 

3.0 

.4 

.2 

174.6 

3  .  1 

.6 

.3 

!  169.4 

2.9 

.5 

.3 

185.3 

3.6 

1.4 

.3 

j  160.9 

3  .  1 

.9 

.  3 

164.8 

2.7 

.2 

.1 

!  164.4 

2 . 7 

.  2 

.  1 

226.4 

5 . 7 

4.2 

.9 

!  224.9 

5  . 1 

4.0 

.  6 

179.5 

2.8 

.2 

.  3 

!  163.7 

2.8 

.2 

.3 

179.9 

2.8 

.2 

.3 

!  164.0 

2.8 

.  2 

.3 

163.8 

3.3 

.7 

.9 

!  148.5 

2.0 

.7 

.  7 

142.3 

3.9 

.6 

.6 

!  140.7 

3 . 7 

.4 

.4 

148.4 

3.8 

.1 

.1 

!  150.3 

3.7 

.2 

.2 

133.9 

4.0 

1  .  1 

1.1 

!  128.3 

3.6 

.8 

.8 

131.0 

4.8 

.2 

.3 

I  130.7 

4.9 

.2 

•  3 

119.2 

6.0 

.1 

.5 

!  118.5 

6 . 0 

.0 

.5 

109.6 

12.2 

-1  .  7 

-1 .9 

!  109.4 

12.1 

-2.0 

-2.0 

125.3 

5.2 

.3 

.7 

!  124.8 

5.4 

.2 

.7 

m.i 

.  3 
.2 

:8 

!  160.9 

!  123.7 

3.5 

.7 

.4 

.2 

.1 
.  1 

111.2 

-.2 

.4 

.  2 

!  109.8 

-.2 

.3 

.1 

142.5 

1  .5 

.1 

.  1 

i  143.1 

1.7 

.2 

.1 

149.9 

2.5 

.2 

.1 

!  152.9 

2.3 

.2 

.1 

131.9 

.5 

1 .8 

.2 

!  131.1 

.7 

1 .9 

.4 

128.2 

.3 

1 .9 

.  2 

!  127.6 

.5 

2.0 

.4 

127.3 

.7 

.2 

-.9 

j  127.2 

.7 

.2 

-.9 

126.1 

1  .  2 

3.8 

.7 

i  124.8 

1  .2 

4.1 

1  .  1 

127.2 

-5.4 

-.5 

-.5 

!  128.1 

-5.3 

-.3 

-.3 

126.3 

.4 

1  .0 

.2 

!  127.2 

.7 

1  .0 

.1 

146.9 

-1  .9 

.9 

.7 

1  145.7 

-.8 

.8 

1.0 

162.2 

2.3 

.3 

.3 

!  161.3 

2.2 

.3 

.3 

144.8 

3  .  1 

-.1 

-.1 

1  144.4 

3.1 

-.1 

.0 

141.9 

3.2 

.  1 

.2 

:  142.4 

3.2 

.0 

.1 

145.4 

1  .3 

.0 

.0 

I  146.7 

1.5 

.  1 

-.1 

142.9 

1  .  1 

-.1 

.0 

!  142.5 

1  . 1 

-.1 

-.1 

154.4 

-2.0 

-.2 

.5 

!  155.7 

-1.8 

-.1 

.4 

108.1 

10.1 

-.5 

.0 

!  108.2 

10.3 

-.6 

-.1 

107.4 

9.8 

-.5 

.0 

!  107.5 

9.9 

-.6 

-.2 

161.2 

2.9 

.1 

-.1 

!  162.1 

2.9 

.  1 

-.2 

177.1 

2.3 

.5 

.5 

1  172.6 

2.3 

.4 

.4 

105.4 

.0 

.2 

.3 

!  104.3 

-.3 

.  1 

.1 

194.1 

2.6 

.6 

.6 

!  190.0 

2.7 

.5 

.5 

182.4 

2.8 

-1.8 

-2.0 

I  180.3 

3.3 

-1.8 

-2.2 

232.7 

2.9 

.4 

.2 

:  232.1 

2.9 

.4 

.2 

213.9 

2.6 

.5 

.3 

:  211.4 

2.6 

.6 

.4 

237.1 

3.0 

.3 

.2 

:  236.8 

2.9 

.4 

.0 

213.2 

3.4 

.5 

.1 

:  214.3 

3.4 

.5 

.2 

161.8 

2.2 

.3 

.2 

:  159.2 

2.1 

.3 

.1 

144.3 

1.3 

.1 

.1 

:  i43.i 

1  .2 

.1 

.1 

182.1 

2.9 

.4 

.3 

!  182.2 

3.0 

.4 

.  1 

220.7 

3.8 

.3 

.5 

!  217.4 

3.7 

.3 

.4 

237.4 

3.3 

.4 

.6 

:  237.0 

3.1 

.4 

.5 

151.5 

1  .5 

-.1 

-.1 

!  151.4 

1.5 

-.1 

-.1 

143.3 

-.6 

-.2 

-.2 

!  144.2 

-.3 

-.1 

-.1 

160.7 

3.5 

.0 

.0 

!  160.8 

3 . 7 

.0 

.0 

255.0 

4.6 

.4 

.6 

:  250.8 

4.8 

.4 

.6 

235.3 

4.7 

.3 

.4 

!  236.9 

4.9 

.3 

.3 

256.7 

4.6 

.4 

.6 

!  252.3 

4.8 

.5 

.6 

159.6 

3.0 

.3 

.3 

!  156.8 

3.0 

.3 

.2 

141.8 

2.8 

.2 

.2 

;  i4i.8 

2.8 

.2 

.2 

156.9 

3  .  7 

.0 

.3 

:  156.4 

3.8 

.0 

.2 

132.6 

2.1 

.4 

.1 

!  132.9 

2.2 

.4 

.2 

134.6 

3 . 3 

.6 

.3 

:  134.5 

3 . 7 

.6 

.2 

128.2 

.3 

1.9 

.2 

!  127.6 

.5 

2.0 

.4 

141.0 

4.8 

.0 

.1 

I  140.8 

5.1 

-.1 

.  1 

129.8 

.3 

.1 

.  1 

:  129.5 

.2 

.0 

.  1 

177.7 

3.2 

.4 

.2 

!  174.9 

3.2 

.4 

.2 

181.6 

3.0 

.6 

.3 

I  163.0 

2.9 

.4 

.2 

145.0 

3.9 

.3 

.4 

I  133.3 

4.1 

.3 

.4 

183.4 

2.7 

-.1 

-.1 

1  181.3 

2.8 

.0 

-.1 

237  .1 

3.0 

.  3 

.2  . 

!  236.8 

2.9 

.4 

.0 

206.7 

3.9 

.4 

.4  ' 

.  i  *  ■  . 

!  203.5 

3.9 

.4 

.3 

160.2 

2.9 

.4 

.2 

!  156.8 

2.9 

.3 

.2 

155.3 

3.0 

.2 

.2 

!  153.5 

3  .  1 

.2 

.  1 

160.8 

3  . 1 

.4 

.2 

!  147.3 

3.2 

.3 

.2 

155.5 

3.0 

.3 

.3 

:  153.2 

3.0 

.3 

.2 

133.8 

2.1 

.4 

.  1 

:  134.0 

2.3 

.4 

.  1 

136.2 

3.3 

.6 

.2 

i  136.0 

3.6 

.5 

.3 

142.1 

4.6 

.  1 

.  1 

!  141.8 

4.8 

.0 

.2 

145.9 

3.5 

.3 

.3 

!  145.7 

3  .  7 

.2 

.2 

186.4 

3.4 

.3 

.2 

!  166.2 

3.6 

.3 

.3 

172.2 

3.2 

.4 

.2 

!  169.6 

3.3 

.4 

.2 

113.1 

7.8 

-.2 

.3 

!  112.7 

8.2 

-.3 

.3 

165.9 

2.7 

.4 

.2 

i  163.0 

2.6 

.3 

.2 

168.3 

2.5 

.5 

.2 

:  164.8 

2.4 

.4 

.2 

142.2 

1  .0 

.5 

.1 

;  141.7 

.? 

.5 

.2 

108.6 

10.5 

-.5 

-.2 

i  108.6 

10.4 

-.7 

-.3 

183.1 

3.1 

.4 

.3 

!  180.4 

3.1 

.3 

.2 

$  .626 

-2.9 

-.3 

-.3 

!  $.638 

-2.9 

-.3 

-.3 

.209 

- 

- 

- 

!  .214 

- 

- 

- 

1/  Not  seasonally  adjusted. 

7/  This  index  series  will  undergo  a  change  in  composition  in  January,  1998. 

7/  U-population  indexes  on  a  December  1982=100  base;  W-population  indexes  on  a  December  1984=100  base. 

7/  This  index  series  will  no  longer  appear  in  its  present  form  after  December,  1997. 

Data  not  available. 

NOTE:  Index  applies  to  a  month  as  a  whole,  not  to  any  specific  date. 


Table  2.  Consumer  Price  Index  for  AH  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U)  and  Consumer  Price  Index  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical 
Workers  (CPI-W):  Selected  areas,  all  items  index 


(  1  982-84  =  1 00 ,  unless  otherwise  noted) 


Area 


U.S.  city  average  . 

Region  and  area  size  \_l 

Northeast  urban . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,200,000  ... 
Size  B  -  500,000  to  1,200,000  2/ 

Size  C  -  50,600  to  500,000  2/ ,T. 

North  Central  urban  . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,200,000  ... 
Size  B  -  360,000  to  1,200,000  2/ 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  360,000  2/,T. 
Size  D  -  Nonmetropolitan 

(less  than  50,000)  .... 


South  urban  . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,200,000  ... 
Size  B  -  450,000  to  1,200,000  2/ 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  450,000  2/ .7. 

Size  D  -  Nonmetropolitan 

(less  than  50,000)  .... 


West  urban  . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,250,000 
Size  C  -  50,000  to  330,000  2/ 


Size  classes 

A  3/  . 

B  7/  . 

C  7/  . 

D  7 . 


Selected  local  areas 

Chicago-Gary-Lake  County,  IL-IN-WI . 

Los  Angeles-Anaheim-Riverside .  CA  . 

N  .  Y  . -No rthe rn  N.J.-Long  Island,  NY-NJ-CT 
Phil.-Wilmington-Trenton, 

PA-NJ-DE-MD  4/  . 

San  Francisco-Oakland-San  Jose,  CA  4 /  .. 

Baltimore,  MD  5/  . 

Boston-Lawrence-Salem,  MA-NH  . 

C 1  eve land-Akron-Lo rain ,  OH  . 

Miami-Fort  Lauderdale,  FL  . 

St.  Louis-East  St.  Louis,  MO-IL  6/  . 

Washington,  DC-MD-VA  5_/  . 

Dal las-Fort  Worth,  TX  . 

Detroit-Ann  Arbor,  MI  . 

Houston-Gal veston-Brazoria ,  TX  . 

Pittsburgh-Beaver  Valley,  PA  6/  . 


CPI-U 

CPI 

-W 

Indexes 

Percent 

1  ndexes 

Percent 

change  to 

change  to 

Feb.  1997 

Feb.  1997 

Dec  . 

Jan . 

Feb. 

f  rom- 

Dec  . 

Jan . 

Feb  . 

f  rom- 

1996 

1997 

1997 

Feb.  1996 

1996 

1997 

1997 

Feb.  1996 

158.6 

159.1 

159.6 

3.0  : 

155.9 

156.3 

156.8 

3.0 

165.7 

166.2 

166.9 

2.9 

163.2 

163.5 

164.2 

3.0 

166.2 

166.8 

167.7 

2.9 

162.6 

163.1 

163.9 

3.0 

164.3 

164.2 

164.2 

3  .  1 

162.0 

162.0 

161.9 

3.2 

164.6 

164.7 

165.3 

2.9 

166.3 

166.3 

166.8 

3.0 

155.3 

155.5 

155.9 

3.4 

151.9 

152.1 

152.4 

3.3 

155.5 

156.0 

156.5 

3.2 

151.5 

151.9 

152.3 

3 . 1 

154.5 

154.3 

154.4 

3  .  3 

150.7 

150.5 

150.5 

3.3 

157.7 

157.8 

158.3 

3.9 

155.1 

155.2 

155.6 

3.9 

151.9 

152.2 

152.1 

3.5 

150.3 

150.5 

150.3 

3.7 

155.1 

155.7 

156.1 

3.0 

153.7 

154.2 

154.5 

3.0 

154.0 

154.9 

155.2 

3  .  1 

152.3 

153.1 

153.2 

3.0 

158.2 

158.5 

158.9 

3  .  1 

154.5 

154.7 

155.0 

3.1 

154.4 

155.0 

155.6 

2.8 

154.5 

154.9 

155.5 

2.8 

154.4 

154.8 

155.5 

3.6 

155.0 

155.3 

155.8 

3.6 

158.7 

159.6 

160.1 

2.8 

155.4 

156.3 

156.8 

2.7 

158.7 

159.6 

160.1 

2.7 

153.8 

154.7 

155.2 

2.6 

163.9 

164.9 

165.4 

2 . 9 

160.7 

161.7 

162.1 

2.9 

142.9 

143.6 

144.1 

2.9 

141.9 

142.5 

143.0 

3.0 

159.0 

159.2 

159.5 

3  .  1 

156.2 

156.3 

156.5 

3  .  1 

158.6 

159.1 

159.6 

3  .  1 

157.9 

158.2 

158.7 

3  .  1 

155.5 

155.9 

156.2 

3.4 

154.9 

155.3 

155.4 

3.4 

159.7 

160.4 

161.1 

3.8 

154.6 

155.3 

155.9 

3.8 

158.3 

159.1 

159.2 

1.9 

152.7 

153.6 

153.6 

1.8 

168.5 

169.1 

170.1 

2.7 

164.7 

165.1 

166.2 

2.8 

164.3 

165.1 

165.8 

2.9 

163.6 

164.4 

164.9 

2.7 

156.0 

157.0 

157.9 

3.1 

153.1 

154.1 

155.0 

3.0 

- 

155.8 

.. 

_ 

_ 

154.6 

— 

167.7 

— 

— 

— 

166.6 

— 

_ 

— 

153.8 

_ 

_ 

— 

146.2 

£ 

— 

158.1 

— 

— 

_ 

156.0 

— 

— 

151.5 

— 

— 

_ 

150.6 

_ 

- 

161.6 

- 

- 

- 

158.9 

- 

- 

150.0 

• 

150.7 

3  .  1 

150.2 

_ 

150.8 

3.4 

154.3 

— 

155.4 

2.7 

149.4 

_ 

150.3 

2.6 

143.6 

— 

144.5 

2  .  1 

143.0 

— 

143.6 

2.0 

155.4 

*• 

156.2 

3.4 

148.8 

- 

149.6 

3.4 

1/  Regions  defined  as  the  four  Census  regions.  See  map  in  technical  notes. 

7/  Starting  in  January,  1998,  a  new  Size  Class  B/C  will  be  introduced,  composed  of  current 

Size  Class  B  and  Size  Class  C  cities.  There  will  be  no  individual  Size  Class  B  or  Size  Class  C. 

3/  Indexes  on  a  December  1986=100  base. 

5/  Indexes  for  the  cities  of  Philadelphia  and  San  Francisco  will  no  longer  be  published  on  a  monthly 

basis  starting  in  January,  1998.  Beginning  in  February,  1998  they  will  be  published  on  a 
bi-monthly  basis. 

5/  Indexes  for  the  cities  of  Washington  and  Baltimore  will  no  longer  be  published  separately  after  December,  1997. 

Beginning  in  January,  1998  the  two  cities  will  be  published  as  a  Washington-Baltimore 
combined  metropolitan  area. 

b/  Indexes  for  the  cities  of  Pittsburgh  and  St.  Louis  will  no  longer  be  published  on  a  bi-monthly 

basis  after  December,  1997.  Beginning  in  July,  1998  they  will  be  published  semi-annually,  each 
January  and  July. 

Data  not  available. 

NOTE:  Local  area  CPI  indexes  are  byproducts  of  the  national  CPI  program.  Each  local  index  has  a  smaller  sample  size 

than  the  national  index  and  is,  therefore,  subject  to  substantially  more  sampling  and  other  measurement  error. 
As  a  result,  local  area  indexes  show  greater  volatility  than  the  national  index,  although  their  long-term 
trends  are  similar.  Therefore,  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  strongly  urges  users  to  consider  adopting  the 
national  average  CPI  for  use  in  their  escalator  clauses. 


BRIEF  EXPLANATION  OFTHE  CPI 


The  Consumer  Price  Index  (CPI)  is  a  measure  of  the  average  change 
in  prices  over  time  in  a  fixed  market  basket  of  goods  and  services. 
Two  CPIs  are  published:  1 )  The  CPI  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI- 
U)  which  covers  about  80  percent  of  the  total  population  and  2)  the 
CPI  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers  (CPI-W)  which 
covers  32  percent  of  the  total  population. The  CPI  is  based  on  prices 
of  food,  clothing,  shelter,  transportation,  medical  care,  and  other  goods 
and  services  that  people  buy  for  day-to-day  living.  In  calculating  the 
Index,  price  changes  for  the  various  items  in  85  locations  are  averaged 
together  with  weights  which  represent  their  importance  in  the  spending 
of  the  appropriate  population  group.  Indexes  for  different  months  are 
usually  compared  in  relative  terms.  Thus,  an  index  of  133.5  is  1.063 
times  higher  than  an  index  of  125.6  (133.5/125.6=1.063);  in  other 
words,  prices  increased 6. 3 percent  The  CPI  is  used  as  an  indicator 
of  inflation,  a  deflator  of  other  economic  series,  and  as  an  escalator 
for  income  payments. 


More  cfete/ZThis  news  release  from  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor  provides  summary  data  from  the 
Consumer  Price  Index.  The  full  release  is  available  electronically 
at  release  time.  For  Information,  call  202-606-5902.  CPI  data  also 
are  available  on  diskette  and  tape.  For  information,  call  202-606- 
7000.  If  you  have  any  questions  about  the  CPI,  please  write  to  the 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  Division  of  Consumer  Prices  and  Price 
Indexes,  Room  361 5PSB,  Washington,  DC  2021 2,  or  call  202-606- 
7000.  Full  detail  is  available  in  the  monthly  periodical  CPI  Detailed 
Report,  available  for  $25  per  year  from  New  Orders,  Government 
Printing  Office,  P.O.  Box  371954,  Pittsburgh,  PA  15250-7954. This 
information  will  be  made  available  to  sensory  impaired  individuals 
upon  request.  Voice  phone:  202-606-STAT,  TDD  phone:  202-606- 
5897,  TDD  Message  Referral  Phone:  1-800-326-2577.  For  a 
recorded  message  of  summary  CPI  data,  call  202-606-STAT. 
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CPI  for  All  Urban  Consumers  ( CPI -U) -Analysis 

On  a  seasonally  adjusted  basis,  the  CPI-U  rose  0.1  percent  in  March,  following  an  increase  of  0.3 
percent  in  February.  The  food  index,  which  advanced  0.3  percent  in  February,  was  unchanged  in  March. 
Grocery  store  food  prices  decreased  0.2  percent,  reflecting  declines  in  the  indexes  for  meats,  poultry, 
fish  and  eggs,  and  for  dairy  products.  The  energy  index  registered  its  first  decrease  since  August, 
declining  1.7  percent.  The  index  for  petroleum-based  energy  fell  2.2  percent,  and  the  index  for  energy 
services  declined  1.3  percent.  Excluding  food  and  energy,  the  CPI-U  rose  0.2  percent,  the  same  as  in 
February.  Airline  fares  increased  4.5  percent  in  March,  following  declines  of  3.2  and  2.6  percent  in 
January  and  February,  respectively.  This  advance  was  essentially  offset  by  a  downturn  in  the  index  for 
apparel  and  upkeep  and  a  smaller  increase  in  shelter  costs. 

NEXT  CPZ  RELEASE:  APRIL  DATA  ON  MAY  15,  1997  8:30  A.M.  (EDT) ;  TRY  OUR  CPI  QUICKLINE:  call  202-606-6994 

Notice:  CPI  data  art  now  available  on  the  Internet  worldwide  computer  network.  Using  GOPHER  or  Anonymous 

FTP  access,  the  BLS  Internet  address  is  "stats.bls.gov";  or  access  data  through  the  CPI  home  page  on  the 
World  Wide  Web  at  "http://stats.bls.gov/cpihome.htm"  (There  is  no  charge  from  BLS  for  this  service.  Any 
cost  is  incurred  through  your  Internet  service  provider.)  The  BLS  help  desk  E-Mail  I.D.  is: 

LABSTAT . helpdeskGBLS . gov" 


Table  1.  Consumer  Price  Index  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U)  and  Consumer  Price  Index  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers 
(CPI-W):  U.S.  city  average,  by  expenditure  category  and  commodity  and  service  group 

(1982-84-100,  unless  otherwise  noted) 


CPI-U 


CPI-W 


Expenditure  category 


Ail  items  . . . . 

All  items  (1967=100)  . 

Food  and  beverages  . 

Food  . 

Food  at  home  . 

Cereals  and  bakery  products  . 

Meats,  poultry,  fish,  and  eggs  . 

Dairy  products  1/  . 

Fruits  and  vegeTabies  2 j  . 

Other  food  at  home  . 

Sugar  and  sweets  . 

Fats  and  oils  . 

Nonalcoholic  beverages  . 

Other  prepared  food  . 

Food  away  from  home  . 

Alcoholic  beverages  . 

Housing  2/  . 

Shelter  . 

Renters'  costs  3/  4/ . 

Rent,  residential  . 

Other  renters'  costs  4 /  . 

Homeowners'  costs  3^/  _4/ . 

Owners'  equivalent  rent  3/  . 

Household  insurance  3/  4T  . 

Maintenance  and  repairs  IT  4/  . 

Maintenance  and  repair 

services  1_/  U/  . 

Maintenance  and  repair 

commodities  1/  <*/  . 

Fuel  and  other  utilities  J2/  . 

Fuels  . 

Fuel  oil  and  other  household  fuel 

commodities  . 

Gas  (piped)  and  electricity  (energy 

services ) . 

Other  utilities  and  public 

services  4/  ••«••••••••••••••••••• 

Household  furnishings  and  operation  2/  • 

Housef urnishings  4/  . 

Housekeeping  suppties  . 

Housekeeping  services  4 _/  . 

narel  and  upkeep  . 

pparel  commodities  4 /  . 

Men's  and  boys'  apparel  . 

Women's  and  girls1  apparel . 

Infants'  and  toddlers1  apparel  \_l  .... 

Footwear  . 

Other  apparel  commodities  4y . 

Apparel  services  _1  /  4 /  . 

Transportation  . 

Private  transportation  . 

New  vehicles  . 

New  cars  . . 

Used  cars  . 

Motor  fuel  . 

Gasoline  . 

Maintenance  and  repairs  . 

Other  private  transportation  4 1 . 

Other  private  transportation 

commodities  4 1 . 

Other  private  transportation 

services  4/  . 

Public  transportation  . . . 

Medical  care  . 

Medical  care  commodities  . 

Medical  care  services  . 

Professional  medical  services  . 

Entertainment  4/  . 

Entertainment  commodities  4 1  . 

Entertainment  services  4 /  . 

Other  goods  and  services  2/  . 

Tobacco  and  smoking  products  . 

Personal  care  J \J  . 

Toilet  goods  and  personal  care 

appliances  \_/  . 

Personal  care  services  U  . 

Personal  and  educational  expenses  4 J  ... 

School  books  and  supplies  . 

Personal  and  educational  services  . 

Commodity  and  service  group 

All  items  . 

Commodities  . 

Food  and  beverages  . 

Commodities  less  food  and  beverages  .... 
Nondurables  less  food  and  beverages  .. 

Apparel  commodities  4/  . 

Nondurables  less  food,  beverages, 

and  apparel  . 

Durables  . 

Services  . 

Rent  of  shelter  3 J  . 

Household  services  less  rent  of 

shelter  \  J  j4  / . 

Transportation  services  . 

Medical  care  services  . 

Other  services  . 

Special  indexes 

All  items  less  food  . 

All  items  less  shelter  . 

All  items  less  homeowners'  costs  3^1  4 1 . 

All  items  less  medical  care  . 

Commodities  less  food  . 

Nondurables  less  food  . . 

Nondurables  less  food  and  apparel  . 

Nondurables  . 

Services  less  rent  of  shelter  3/  4/  . 

Services  less  medical  care  service's  . 

Energy  . 

All  items  less  energy  . 

All  items  less  food  and  energy  . 

Commodities  less  food  and 

energy  commodities  . 

Energy  commodities  . 

Services  less  energy  services  . 

Purchasing  power  of  the  consumer  dollar: 

1982-84  =  $) .00  1/  . . 

1  96 7  =  $ 1 .00  1 /  T . 


Unad¬ 

Unadjusted 

Seasonal ly 

Unad¬ 

Unadjusted 

Seasonal ly 

justed 

percent 

change  to 

adjusted 

justed 

percent 

change  to 

adjusted 

indexes 

Mar.  1997  from- 

percent 

indexes 

Mar.  1997  from- 

percent 

Mar . 

Mar. 

Feb. 

change  from- 

Mar. 

Mar. 

Feb. 

change  from 

1997 

1996 

1997 

Feb.  to  Mar. 

1997 

1996 

1997 

Feb.  to  Mar 

160.0 

IO 

00 

0.3 

0.1 

!  157.0 

2.7 

0.1 

0.1 

479.3 

- 

!  467.8 

- 

- 

- 

157.1 

3.3 

.  1 

.0 

;  156.5 

3.3 

.  1 

.1 

156.6 

3.3 

.  1 

.0 

:  156.1 

3.3 

.  1 

.  1 

157.7 

3.4 

.0 

-.2 

:  156.7 

3.4 

-.1 

-.1 

176.7 

2.7 

.0 

.3 

!  176.4 

2.8 

.0 

.4 

147.8 

3.6 

-.7 

-.9 

!  147.4 

3.6 

-.7 

-.8 

146.1 

6.9 

-.1 

-.1 

!  145.8 

6.7 

-.1 

-.1 

189.3 

3.0 

1  .0 

.  1 

:  188.2 

3.0 

1  . 1 

.3 

145.5 

2.2 

.1 

.1 

|  145.1 

2.1 

.  1 

.  1 

146.3 

2.8 

-.6 

-.6 

!  146.2 

2  .  7 

-.7 

-.7 

142.4 

1.6 

-.2 

-.  1 

!  142.2 

1.6 

-.1 

.  1 

129.5 

-.2 

.8 

1.3 

!  128.9 

-.2 

.  7 

1  .  1 

160.3 

3  .  7 

-.2 

-.4 

i  160.1 

3  .  7 

-.2 

-.5 

156.0 

3.2 

.3 

.  3 

!  156.0 

3.2 

.2 

.3 

162.1 

3.0 

.2 

-.1 

!  161.5 

3.0 

.2 

.  1 

155.9 

2.8 

.  1 

.0 

1  152.5 

2 . 7 

.  1 

.1 

175.2 

3.0 

.  3 

.2 

!  169.9 

2.9 

.3 

.2 

186.8 

3.5 

.8 

.3 

:  161.9 

3  .  1 

.6 

.3 

165.1 

2.8 

.2 

.3 

:  164.7 

2.7 

.2 

.2 

231.7 

5.5 

2.3 

.3 

!  229.9 

4.7 

2.2 

.3 

179.8 

2.7 

.2 

.2 

!  163.9 

2.7 

.  1 

.2 

180.1 

2.7 

.1 

.  1 

!  164.3 

2.8 

.2 

.2 

163.3 

2.6 

-.3 

-.5 

!  148.1 

1.5 

-.3 

-.3 

142.4 

3.6 

.1 

.  1 

!  140.9 

3.4 

.1 

.1 

148.4 

3.2 

.0 

.0 

I  150.3 

3  . 1 

.0 

.0 

134.3 

4.1 

.3 

.3 

:  128.7 

3 . 7 

.3 

.3 

129.9 

3.8 

-.8 

-.8 

!  129.6 

3 . 7 

-.8 

-.8 

117.2 

4.7 

-1.7 

-1.5 

:  116.5 

4.5 

-1  .  7 

-1.4 

105.5 

6.2 

-3  .  7 

-3.3 

!  105.3 

6.3 

-3  .  7 

-3.5 

123.4 

4.4 

-1.5 

-1  .3 

;  122.9 

4.2 

-1.5 

-1  .2 

160.5 

2.6 

.2 

.  1 

!  161.2 

2.7 

.2 

.  1 

125.4 

.6 

.2 

.0 

1  123.9 

.  6 

.2 

.0 

111.1 

-.5 

-.1 

-.3 

I  109.8 

-.4 

.0 

-.1 

142.8 

1.3 

.2 

.0 

i  143.5 

1.6 

.3 

.  1 

150.6 

2.7 

.5 

.5 

!  153.3 

2.5 

.3 

.3 

134.5 

-.2 

2.0 

-.3 

!  133.8 

-.1 

2.1 

-.3 

131.0 

-.5 

2.2 

-.4 

1  130.5 

-.3 

2.3 

-.3 

129.2 

.  1 

1.5 

-.2 

!  128.8 

-.1 

1.3 

-.2 

130.1 

.2 

3.2 

-.6 

!  129.2 

.5 

3 . 5 

- .  4 

129.7 

-2.7 

2.0 

2.0 

!  130.7 

-3.0 

2.0 

2.0 

127.0 

-.9 

.6 

-.4 

!  127.9 

-.7 

.  6 

-.5 

149.5 

-3.4 

1.8 

-.3 

!  149.5 

-2.7 

2.6 

-.9 

162.4 

2.2 

.  1 

.  1 

!  161.5 

2 . 1 

.  1 

.1 

144.9 

2.6 

.  1 

.1 

I  144.2 

2.3 

-.1 

-.1 

141.5 

2.3 

-.3 

-.2 

!  141.9 

2 . 2 

-.4 

-.  1 

145.4 

1.3 

.0 

.1 

!  146.6 

1.5 

-.1 

.  2 

142.9 

1  .0 

.0 

.1 

1  142.5 

1  . 1 

.0 

.  2 

154.4 

-1.8 

.0 

1  .  2 

!  155.7 

-1.6 

.0 

1  .  3 

106.4 

4.9 

-1.6 

-2.1 

!  106.3 

4.8 

-1 .8 

-2 . 2 

105.8 

4.6 

-1.5 

-2.1 

!  105.7 

4 . 4 

-1  .  7 

-2 . 2 

161.5 

2.9 

.2 

.2 

!  162.5 

2.9 

.2 

.4 

177.4 

2.8 

.2 

.3 

1  172.8 

2.8 

.  1 

.  3 

105 . 1 

-.2 

-.3 

-.3 

!  104.1 

-.3 

-.2 

.0 

194.5 

3.3 

.2 

.4 

!  190.2 

3.3 

.1 

.3 

188.1 

5  . 1 

3  . 1 

2.2 

!  185.1 

4.5 

2.7 

1  .  7 

233.4 

3.0 

.3 

.4 

!  232.8 

3.0 

.3 

.3 

214.7 

2.8 

.4 

.5 

:  212.1 

2.7 

.3 

.  3 

23  7  .7 

3.0 

.3 

.3 

!  237.4 

3.0 

.3 

.  4 

214.2 

3  .  7 

.5 

.5 

1  215.4 

3 .8 

.5 

.5 

162.1 

2.3 

.2 

.2 

!  159.6 

2.2 

.3 

.  1 

144.5 

1.3 

.1 

.0 

I  143.4 

1.2 

.2 

.0 

182.7 

3.2 

.3 

.3 

1  182.8 

3  .  3 

.3 

.  4 

221.4 

3.9 

.3 

.5 

!  218.0 

3.9 

.3 

.5 

238.2 

3.2 

.3 

.4 

!  237.7 

3.0 

.3 

.  4 

151.8 

1  .6 

.2 

.2 

i  151.6 

1 . 5 

.  1 

•  1 

143.6 

-.3 

.2 

.2 

!  144.3 

-.2 

.  1 

.1 

161.2 

3.8 

.3 

.3 

:  161.2 

3.9 

.2 

.  2 

255.8 

4.8 

.  3 

.5 

!  251.6 

5  .  1 

.3 

.  5 

235.4 

4.5 

.0 

.  3 

!  237.1 

4.8 

.  1 

.3 

257.6 

4.8 

.4 

.5 

!  253.0 

5.0 

.3 

.5 

160.0 

2.8 

i  ,•  .3 

:•  - ‘  .1 

!  157.0 

2.7 

.1 

.  1 

142.0 

2.0 

.  1 

1  - ;  2 

!  142.0 

2  .  1 

.  1 

-.1 

157.1 

3  .  3 

.0 

!  156.5 

3.3 

.  1 

.  1 

132.9 

1.2 

L  4  '  -  •  3  < 

:  133.1 

1  .3 

.2 

-.3 

135.0 

1.8 

.3 

-.8 

!  134.8 

2.0 

.2 

—  •  7 

131.0 

-.5 

2.2 

-.4 

I  130.5 

-.3 

2.3 

-.3 

140.2 

2.9 

-.6 

-.6 

:  139.9 

3.1 

-.6 

-.8 

129.9 

.3 

.  1 

.0 

!  129.6 

.2 

.  1 

.0 

178.2 

3.2 

.3 

.2 

]  175.2 

3.2 

.  2 

.  2 

182.3 

3.0 

.4 

.3 

I  163.5 

2.9 

.3 

.2 

144.3 

3.4 

-.5 

-.3 

1  132.6 

3.3 

-.5 

-.4 

184.9 

3.6 

.8 

.8 

!  182.3 

3.3 

•  6 

.  6 

23  7.7 

3.0 

.3 

.3 

!  237.4 

3.0 

.3 

.  4 

207.3 

4.1 

.3 

.4 

!  204.1 

4.2 

.3 

.4 

160.6 

2.6 

.2 

.1 

!  157.1 

2.5 

.2 

.  1 

155.6 

2.6 

.2 

.0 

I  153.7 

2.6 

.  1 

.0 

161.2 

2.7 

.2 

.  1 

!  147.5 

2.6 

.1 

.0 

155.9 

2.8 

.3 

.0 

:  153.5 

2.7 

.2 

.0 

134.1 

1.3 

.2 

-.2 

:  134.2 

1.4 

.1 

-.3 

136.6 

1.9 

.3 

-.7 

:  136.4 

2.1 

.3 

- .  9 

141.4 

3.0 

-.5 

-.7 

!  141.1 

3  . 1 

-.5 

-.8 

146.2 

2.6 

.2 

-.4 

!  146.0 

2.7 

.  2 

-.3 

186.7 

3.5 

.2 

.3 

!  166.3 

3.5 

.1 

.  2 

172.7 

3.3 

.3 

.3 

i  169.9 

3.2 

.  2 

.  2 

111.2 

4.8 

-1.7 

-1  .7 

110.7 

4.6 

-1.8 

-1.8 

166.5 

2.6 

.4 

.2 

i  163.5 

2.5 

.3 

.  2 

169.0 

2.5 

.4 

.2 

!  165.5 

2.4 

.4 

.  2 

143.0 

.8 

.6 

.  1 

!  142.5 

.8 

.6 

.  1 

106.6 

5  .  1 

-1.8 

-2.2 

:  106.5 

4.9 

-1.9 

-2 . 3 

183.8 

3  .  2 

.4 

.3 

!  181.0 

3.1 

.3 

.  3 

$.625 

-2.6 

-.2 

-.2 

!  $.637 

-2.6 

-.2 

-.2 

.209 

- 

- 

- 

!  .214 

- 

- 

— 

1/  Not  seasonally  adjusted. 

77  This  index  series  will  undergo  a  change  in  composition  in  January,  1998. 

7/  U-population  indexes  on  a  December  1982=100  base;  W-population  indexes  on  a  December  1984=100  base. 

5/  This  index  series  will  no  longer  appear  in  its  present  form  after  December,  1997. 

Data  not  available. 

NOTE:  Index  applies  to  a  month  as  a  whole,  not  to  any  specific  date. 


Table  2.  Consumer  Price  Index  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U)  and  Consumer  Price  Index  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical 
Workers  (CPI-W):  Selected  areas,  all  items  index 


(1982-84-100,  unless  otherwise  noted) 


Area 


U.S.  city  average  . . . 

Region  and  area  size 

Northeast  urban . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,200,000  ... 
Size  B  -  500,000  to  1.200,000  2/ 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  500,000  2/ .T. 

North  Central  urban  . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,200,000  ... 
Size  B  -  360,000  to  1,200,000  2/ 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  360,000  2/.T. 
Size  D  -  Nonmetropolitan 

(less  than  50,000)  .... 


South  urban  . . . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,200,000  ... 
Size  B  -  450,000  to  1,200,000  2/ 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  450,000  2/.T. 
Size  D  -  Nonmetropolitan 

(less  than  50, 000)  .... 


West  urban  . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,250,000 
Size  C  -  50,000  to  330  , oOo  2/ 


Size  classes 

A  3/  . 

B  7/  . 

C  7/  . 

D  T . 


Selected  local  areas 

Chicago-Gary-Lake  County,  IL-IN-WI . 

Los  Ange 1 es-Anahe im-Ri ve rs ide ,  CA  . 

N.Y. -Northern  N.J.-Long  Island,  NY-NJ-CT 
Phil .-Wilmington-Trenton, 

PA-NJ-DE-MD  4/  . 

San  Francisco-Oakland-San  Jose,  C A  j±l  .. 

Baltimore,  MD  5/  . 

Boston-Lawrence-Salem ,  MA-NH  . 

C le ve land-Akron-Lo rain ,  OH  . 

Miami-Fort  Lauderdale,  FL  . . 

St.  Louis-East  St.  Louis,  MO-IL  6/  . 

Washington,  DC-MD-VA  5_/  . 

Dal las-Fort  Worth,  TX  . 

Detroit-Ann  Arbor,  MI  . 

Houston-Galveston-Brazoria ,  TX  . 

Pittsburgh-Beaver  Valley,  PA  6/  . 


CPI-U 

CPI 

-W 

Indexes 

Percent 

Indexes 

Percent 

change  to 

change  to 

Mar.  1997 

Mar.  1997 

Jan . 

Feb. 

Mar. 

f  rom- 

Jan . 

Feb. 

Mar. 

f  rom- 

1997 

1997 

1997 

Mar.  1996 

1997 

1997 

1997 

Mar.  1996 

159.1 

159.6 

160.0 

2.8  : 

156.3 

156.8 

157.0 

2.7 

166.2 

166.9 

167.3 

2.8 

163.5 

164.2 

164.5 

2.7 

166.8 

167.7 

168.1 

2.7 

163.1 

163.9 

164.2 

2.6 

164.2 

164.2 

164.8 

2.9 

162.0 

161.9 

162.6 

2.8 

164.7 

165.3 

165.6 

3.0 

166.3 

166.8 

167.0 

3.0 

155.5 

155.9 

155.9 

2.8 

152.1 

152.4 

152.4 

2.8 

156.0 

156.5 

156.6 

2.6 

151.9 

152.3 

152.3 

2.5 

154.3 

154.4 

154.6 

2.8 

150.5 

150.5 

150.5 

2.7 

157.8 

158.3 

158.1 

3.3 

155.2 

155.6 

155.3 

3.3 

152.2 

152.1 

152.1 

3.0 

150.5 

150.3 

150.1 

3.0 

155.7 

156.1 

156.5 

2.7 

154.2 

154.5 

154.8 

2 . 7 

154.9 

155.2 

155.4 

2.6 

153.1 

153.2 

153.4 

2.6 

158.5 

158.9 

159.7 

3.0 

154.7 

155.0 

155.6 

3.0 

155.0 

155.6 

155.7 

2.3 

154.9 

155.5 

155.5 

2.3 

154.8 

155.5 

156.0 

2.9 

155.3 

155.8 

156.1 

2.6 

159.6 

160.1 

160.8 

2.8 

156.3 

156.8 

157.4 

2.6 

159.6 

160.1 

160.9 

2.7 

154.7 

155.2 

155.9 

2.5 

164.9 

165.4 

166.3 

3.0 

161.7 

162.1 

163.1 

3.1 

143.6 

144.1 

144.4 

2.6 

142.5 

143.0 

143.2 

2.5 

159.2 

159.5 

160.1 

3.0 

156.3 

156.5 

157.0 

2.9 

159.1 

159.6 

159.8 

2.8 

158.2 

158.7 

158.8 

2.8 

155.9 

156.2 

156.4 

2.8 

155.3 

155.4 

155.4 

2.6 

160.4 

161.1 

161.0 

3.0  ! 

155.3 

155.9 

155.6 

2.8 

159.1 

159.2 

159.8 

1.6 

153.6 

153.6 

154.2 

1.5 

169.1 

170.1 

170.7 

2.5  : 

165.1 

166.2 

166.6 

2.5 

165.1 

165.8 

166.1 

2.5  : 

164.4 

164.9 

165.3 

2.5 

157.0 

157.9 

159.2 

4.1  : 

154.1 

155.0 

156.2 

3.6 

155.8 

_ 

157.1 

2.7  1 

154.6 

_ 

155.9 

2 . 7 

167.7 

- 

168.1 

3.3 

166.6 

— 

166.8 

3.2 

153.8 

— 

155.4 

3.0 

146.2 

— 

147.5 

3.1 

158.1 

— 

158.5 

4.o  : 

156.0 

— 

156.2 

3.9 

151.5 

— 

152.2 

2.2 

150.6 

— 

151.1 

2.1 

161.6 

161.9 

2.2  : 

158.9 

- 

159.1 

2.4 

_ 

150.7 

_ 

1 

■“  1 

_ 

150.8 

_ 

_ 

— 

155.4 

— 

“ 

— 

150.3 

— 

a. 

— 

144.5 

— 

1 

“  1 

— 

143.6 

— 

— 

- 

156.2 

- 

-  ! 

- 

149.6 

— 

— 

1/  Regions  defined  as  the  four  Census  regions.  See  map  in  technical  notes. 

7/  Starting  in  January,  1998,  a  new  Size  Class  B/C  will  be  introduced,  composed  of  current 

Size  Class  B  and  Size  Class  C  cities.  There  will  be  no  individual  Size  Class  B  or  Size  Class  C. 

3/  Indexes  on  a  December  1986=100  base. 

5/  Indexes  for  the  cities  of  Philadelphia  and  San  Francisco  will  no  longer  be  published  on  a  monthly 

basis  starting  in  January,  1998.  Beginning  in  February,  1998  they  will  be  published  on  a 
bi-monthly  basis. 

5y  Indexes  for  the  cities  of  Washington  and  Baltimore  will  no  longer  be  published  separately  after  December,  1997. 

Beginning  in  January,  1998  the  two  cities  will  be  published  as  a  Washmgton-Baltimore 
combined  metropolitan  area. 

j>/  Indexes  for  the  cities  of  Pittsburgh  and  St.  Louis  will  no  longer  be  published  on  a  bi-monthly 

basis  after  December,  1997.  Beginning  in  July,  1998  they  will  be  published  semi-annually,  each 
January  and  July. 

Data  not  available. 

NOTE:  Local  area  CPI  indexes  are  byproducts  of  the  national  CPI  program.  Each  local  index  has  a  smaller  sample  size 

than  the  national  index  and  is,  therefore,  subject  to  substantially  more  sampling  and  other  measurement  error. 
As  a  result,  local  area  indexes  show  greater  volatility  than  the  national  index,  although  their  long-term 
trends  are  similar.  Therefore,  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  strongly  urges  users  to  consider  adopting  the 
national  average  CPI  for  use  in  their  escalator  clauses. 


BRIEF  EXPLANATION  OFTHE  CPI 


The  Consumer  Price  Index  (CPI)  is  a  measure  of  the  average  change 
in  prices  over  time  in  a  fixed  market  basket  of  goods  and  services. 
Two  CPIs  are  published:  1)The  CPI  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI- 
U)  which  covers  about  80  percent  of  the  total  population  and  2)  the 
CPI  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers  (CPI-W)  which 
covers  32  percent  of  the  total  population. The  CPI  is  based  on  prices 
of  food,  clothing,  shelter,  transportation,  medical  care,  and  other  goods 
and  services  that  people  buy  for  day-to-day  living.  In  calculating  the 
Index,  price  changes  for  the  various  items  in  85  locations  are  averaged 
together  with  weights  which  represent  their  importance  in  the  spending 
of  the  appropriate  population  group.  Indexes  for  different  months  are 
usually  compared  in  relative  terms.  Thus,  an  index  of  133.5  is  1.063 
times  higher  than  an  index  of  125.6  (133.5/125.6=1.063);  in  other 
words,  prices  increased 6. 3 percent.  The  CPI  is  used  as  an  indicator 
of  inflation,  a  deflator  of  other  economic  series,  and  as  an  escalator 
for  income  payments. 


More  ofete/ZThis  news  release  from  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor  provides  summary  data  from  the 
Consumer  Price  Index.  The  full  release  is  available  electronically 
at  release  time.  For  Information,  call  202-606-5902.  CPI  data  also 
are  available  on  diskette  and  tape.  For  information,  call  202-606- 
7000.  If  you  have  any  questions  about  the  CPI,  please  write  to  the 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  Division  of  Consumer  Prices  and  Price 
Indexes,  Room  361 5PSB,  Washington,  DC  2021 2,  or  call  202-606- 
7000.  Full  detail  is  available  in  the  monthly  periodical  CPI  Detailed 
Report,  available  for  $25  per  year  from  New  Orders,  Government 
Printing  Office,  P.O.  Box  371954,  Pittsburgh,  PA  15250-7954.  This 
information  will  be  made  available  to  sensory  impaired  individuals 
upon  request.  Voice  phone:  202-606-STAT,  TDD  phone:  202-606- 
5897,  TDD  Message  Referral  Phone:  1-800-326-2577.  For  a 
recorded  message  of  summary  CPI  data,  call  202-606-STAT. 
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CPI  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U) -Analysis 

On  a  seasonally  adjusted  basis,  the  CPI-U  rose  0.1  percent  in  April,  the  same  as  in  March.  The  food 
index,  which  was  unchanged  in  March,  declined  0.2  percent  in  April.  Grocery  store  food  prices  decreased 
0.4  percent,  primarily  reflecting  a  sharp  drop  in  fruit  and  vegetable  prices.  The  energy  index  declined 
for  the  second  consecutive  month,  down  1.5  percent  in  April.  The  index  for  petroleum-based  energy  fell  2.4 
percent,  and  the  index  for  energy  services  declined  0.6  percent.  Excluding  food  and  energy,  the  CPI-U  rose 
0.3  percent,  following  increases  of  0.2  percent  in  each  of  the  two  preceding  months.  The  larger  advance  in 
April  reflects  an  upturn  in  the  index  for  apparel  and  upkeep. 

NEXT  CPI  RELEASE:  MAY  DATA  ON  JUNE  17,  1997  8:30  A.M.  (EDT) ;  TRY  OUR  CPI  QUICKLINE:  call  202-606-6994 

Notice:  CPI  data  are  now  available  on  the  Internet  worldwide  computer  network.  Using  GOPHER  or  Anonymous 

FTP  access,  the  BLS  Internet  address  is  "stats.bls.gov";  or  access  data  through  the  CPI  home  page  on  the 
World  Wide  Web  at  "http://stats.bls.gov/cpihome.htm"  (There  is  no  charge  from  BLS  for  this  service.  Any 
cost  is  incurred  through  your  Internet  service  provider.)  The  BLS  help  desk  E-Mail  I.D.  is: 

LABSTAT . he lpde  skGBLS . gov" 


Table  1.  Consumer  Price  Index  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U)  and  Consumer  Price  Index  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers 
(CPI-W):  U.S.  city  average,  by  expenditure  category  and  commodity  and  service  group 

(1982-84=100,  unless  otherwise  noted) 


CPI-U  CPI-W 


Unad- 

Unadjusted 

Seasona 1 1 y 

Unad- 

Unadjusted 

Seasonally 

justed 

percent 

change  to 

adjusted 

justed 

percent 

change  to 

adjusted 

indexes 

Apr.  1997  f  rom- 

percent 

indexes 

Apr.  1  99  7  f  rom- 

percent 

Apr . 
1997 

Apr. 

1996 

Mar. 

change  from- 

Apr. 

Apr . 
1996 

Mar . 

change  from 

1997 

Mar .  to  Apr. 

1997 

1997 

Mar.  to  Apr 

Expenditure  category 

All  items  . . 

All  items  (1967=100)  . 

160.2 

2.5 

0 . 1 

0 . 1 

157.2 

2.3 

0. 1 

0.0 

479.7 

468 . 3 

“ 

Food  and  beverages  . 

157.1 

2.9 

.0 

-.2 

156.5 

2.8 

.0 

-.2 

Food  . 

156.6 

2.8 

.0 

-.2 

156.1 

2.9 

.0 

-.2 

Food  at  home  . 

157.5 

2  .  7 

-.1 

-.4 

156.6 

2 . 8 

-.  1 

-.3 

Cereals  and  bakery  products  . 

176.9 

2  .  1 

.  1 

-.4 

176.6 

2  .  1 

.  1 

-.4 

Meats,  poultry,  fish,  and  eggs  . 

147.7 

4.2 

-.1 

.4 

147.3 

4  .  1 

-.  1 

.5 

Dairy  products  1/  . 

145.7 

6 . 4 

-.3 

-.3 

145.4 

6.3 

-.3 

-.3 

Fruits  and  vegeTables  2/  . 

186.4 

-i.i 

-1.5 

-3.4 

185.2 

-1.3 

-1  .6 

-3  .  3 

Other  food  at  home  . 

146.9 

2 . 9 

1  .0 

1  .0 

146.4 

2.8 

.9 

1  .0 

Sugar  and  sweets  . 

147.9 

4.0 

1  .  1 

1  .  1 

147.9 

4.0 

1  .  2 

1  .  2 

Fats  and  oils  . 

142.4 

1  .  8 

.0 

.0 

142.1 

1  .  7 

-.  1 

-.  1 

Nonalcoholic  beverages  . 

131.9 

1  .  5 

1  .  9 

1  .9 

131.1 

1  .  3 

1  .  7 

1  .8 

Other  prepared  food  . 

Food  away  from  home  . 

161.1 

3  .  7 

.5 

.5 

161.0 

3.8 

.6 

.  7 

156.2 

3.0 

.  1 

.  1 

156.2 

3.0 

.  1 

.0 

Alcoholic  beverages  . 

162.3 

2.8 

.  1 

.1 

161.7 

2.8 

.1 

.0 

Housing  2/  . 

155.8 

2.6 

-.1 

.2 

152.4 

2.6 

-.1 

.1 

Shelter  . 

175.3 

3  .  1 

.  1 

.3 

170.1 

3.0 

.  1 

.3 

Renters'  costs  3/  4/ . 

186.3 

3  .  7 

-.3 

.3 

161.8 

3.3 

-  .  1 

.4 

Rent,  residenfiaT  . 

165.5 

2.9 

.  2 

.  2 

165.2 

2 . 9 

.  3 

.3 

Other  renters'  costs  4/  . 

228.0 

5  .  5 

-1  .6 

.4 

226.9 

5  .  2 

-1.3 

.7 

Homeowners'  costs  3/  4/ . 

180.2 

2.8 

.2 

.3 

164.3 

2.8 

.  2 

.2 

Owners'  equivalent  rent  3/  . 

180.5 

2.8 

.2 

.3 

164.6 

2.8 

.  2 

.  2 

Household  insurance  3/  4T  . 

163.8 

2.8 

.3 

.4 

148.5 

1  .  7 

.  3 

.4 

Maintenance  and  repairs  IT  4/  . 

142.5 

3  .  3 

.  1 

.  1 

141.0 

3  .  1 

.1 

.  1 

Maintenance  and  repair 

services  1/  4/  . 

148.9 

3  .  5 

.3 

.3 

150.9 

3.4 

.4 

.4 

Maintenance  and  repair 

commodities  1/  4/  . 

133.6 

2 . 8 

-.5 

-.5 

128.2 

2.6 

-.4 

-.4 

Fuel  and  other  utiliTies  2/  . 

128.9 

2.8 

-.8 

-.2 

128.6 

2  .  7 

-.8 

-.4 

Fuels  . 

115.3 

2  .  1 

-1  .6 

-.8 

114.7 

2  .  1 

-1.5 

-.9 

Fuel  oil  and  other  household  fuel 

commodities  . 

102.1 

.0 

-3.2 

-2  .  1 

101.7 

.1 

-3.4 

-2.2 

Gas  (piped)  and  electricity  (energy 

services ) . 

121.7 

2.4 

-1  .4 

-.6 

121.2 

2.3 

-1.4 

-.8 

Other  utilities  and  public 

services  4/  . 

160.8 

3.5 

.2 

.  2 

161.5 

3.5 

.2 

.2 

Household  furnishings  and  operation  2/  . 

125.5 

.6 

.  1 

.  1 

124.0 

.  5 

.  1 

.0 

Housef urnishings  4/  . 

111.1 

-.7 

.0 

-.2 

109.7 

-.7 

-.1 

-.3 

Housekeeping  suppTies  . 

143.3 

1  .  3 

.  4 

.4 

143.9 

1  .  6 

.3 

.4 

Housekeeping  services  4/  . 

151.1 

3 . 1 

.3 

.4 

153.7 

2.7 

.3 

.5 

Apparel  and  upkeep  . 

Apparel  commodities  4/  . 

136.1 

.9 

1  .2 

.9 

135.5 

1 .0 

1  .3 

1 .0 

132.7 

.8 

1  .3 

1  .  1 

132.3 

.8 

1  .  4 

1  .0 

Men's  and  boys'  apparel  . 

Women's  and  girls’  apparel . 

Infants'  and  toddlers’  apparel  1/  .... 

131.4 

1.9 

1  .  7 

1  .8 

131.1 

1  .9 

1  .8 

1  .8 

131.9 

1  .  3 

1  .4 

.8 

130.7 

.9 

1  .  2 

.4 

133.7 

.0 

3  .  1 

3  .  1 

134.9 

.  1 

3.2 

3.2 

Footwear  . 

129.3 

.9 

1.8 

1  .  2 

130.3 

1.0 

1  .  9 

1  .  3 

Other  apparel  commodities  4/ . . 

148.1 

-3.5 

-.9 

-.7 

149.3 

-2 . 4 

-.  1 

.4 

Apparel  services  1/  4/  . 

162.6 

2.4 

.  1 

.  1 

161.7 

2 . 2 

.  1 

.  1 

Transportation  . 

144.8 

1  .  2 

-.1 

-.4 

144.2 

.8 

.0 

-.6 

Private  transportation  . 

141.3 

.  7 

-.1 

-.6 

141.8 

.6 

-.  1 

-.8 

New  vehicles  . 

145.2 

1  .  2 

-.1 

.0 

146.4 

1.3 

-.  1 

.  1 

New  cars  . 

142.6 

.9 

-.2 

.0 

142.3 

1.0 

-.  1 

-.  1 

Used  cars  . 

154.3 

-2.0 

-.  1 

-1  .6 

155.7 

-1  .8 

.0 

-1.6 

Motor  fuel  . 

106.0 

-2.4 

-.4 

-2.5 

105.9 

-2.5 

-.4 

-2.7 

Gasoline  . 

105.4 

-2.6 

-.4 

-2.6 

105.4 

-2.7 

-.3 

-2  .  7 

Maintenance  and  repairs  . 

161.9 

3.0 

.2 

.2 

162.9 

3.0 

.  2 

.  2 

Other  private  transportation  4/ . 

177.3 

2.5 

-.1 

.2 

172.8 

2.5 

.0 

.  2 

Other  private  transportation 

commodities  4/ . 

104.7 

-.4 

-.4 

-.1 

103.7 

-.5 

-  .  4 

-.3 

Other  private  transportation 

services  4/  . 

194.5 

2 . 9 

.0 

.  2 

190.3 

3 .0 

.  i 

.  3 

Public  transportation  . 

189.8 

5.9 

.9 

1  .2 

186.8 

5.2 

.9 

1  .2 

Medical  care  . 

233.8 

3.0 

.2 

.3 

233  .2 

3.0 

.2 

.3 

Medical  care  commodities  . 

215.2 

2 . 7 

.  2 

.  2 

212.3 

2.6 

.  1 

.2 

Medical  care  services  . 

238  .1 

3.0 

.2 

.3 

23  7  .9 

3  .  1 

.  2 

.3 

Professional  medical  services  . 

214,7 

3.7 

.2 

.3 

216.0 

3.8 

.3 

.3 

Entertainment  4/  . 

162.2 

2.3 

.  1 

.  1 

159.7 

2.2 

.  1 

.  1 

Entertainment  commodities  4/  . 

144.1 

.9 

-.3 

-.2 

143.0 

.8 

-.3 

-.4 

Entertainment  services  4/  . 

183.3 

3.4 

.3 

.3 

183.6 

3 . 7 

.4 

.5 

Other  goods  and  services  2/  . 

222  .7 

4.4 

.6 

.8 

219.8 

4.6 

.8 

1.0 

Tobacco  and  smoking  products  . 

243  .  2 

5  .  5 

2  .  1 

2.4 

242 . 7 

5.4 

2.1 

2  .  3 

Personal  care  1/  . 

152.7 

2.0 

•  6 

•  6 

152.6 

2.0 

.7 

.  7 

Toilet  goods  and  personal  care 

appliances  1/  . 

144.5 

.2 

.6 

.6 

145.4 

.5 

.8 

.8 

Personal  care  services  1/  . 

162.0 

4.0 

.5 

.5 

162.1 

4  .  1 

.6 

.6 

Personal  and  educational  expenses  4/  ... 

256.0 

4 . 7 

.  1 

.  3 

251.8 

4 . 9 

.  1 

.  3 

School  books  and  supplies  . >••• 

Personal  and  educational  services  4/  . 

2  3  5  .8 

4.6 

.2 

.5 

2  3  7  .4 

4.8 

.  1 

.6 

25  7  .7 

4.6 

.0 

.3 

2  5  3  .3 

4.9 

.  1 

.3 

Commodity  and  service  group 

All  items  . 

160.2 

2.5 

.  1 

.  1 

157.2 

2.3 

.1 

.0 

Commodities  . 

142.3 

1  .  5 

.2 

-.1 

142.2 

1.4 

.  1 

-.2 

Food  and  beverages  . 

157.1 

2.9 

.0 

-.2 

156.5 

2.8 

.0 

-.2 

Commodities  less  food  and  beverages  .... 

133.2 

.5 

.2 

.0 

133.4 

.5 

.2 

-.2 

Nondurables  less  food  and  beverages  .. 

135.8 

.8 

.6 

.  1 

135.6 

.8 

.6 

.0 

Apparel  commodities  4/  . 

132.7 

.8 

1.3 

1  .  1 

132.3 

.8 

1.4 

1  .0 

Nondurables  less  footf,  beverages, 

and  apparel  . 

140.6 

.9 

.3 

-.4 

140.3 

.9 

.3 

-.4 

Durables  . 

129.6 

.  1 

-.2 

-.2 

129.3 

-.1 

-.2 

-.3 

Services  . . 

178.3 

3  .  2 

.  1 

.3 

175.3 

3  .  1 

.1 

.2 

Rent  of  shelter  3/  . 

182.4 

3  .  1 

.  1 

.3 

163.7 

3.0 

.  1 

.3 

Household  services  less  rent  of 

shelter  3/  4/ . 

143.7 

2.9 

-.4 

-.  1 

132.0 

2.8 

-.5 

-.1 

Transportation  services  . 

185.4 

3.6 

.3 

.4 

182.8 

3  .  3 

.  3 

.4 

Medical  care  services  . 

238  .  1 

3.0 

.2 

.3 

237.9 

3  .  1 

.2 

.3 

Other  services  . 

20  7.7 

4.1 

.2 

.3 

204.6 

4.2 

.  2 

.3 

Special  indexes 

All  items  less  food  . 

160,8 

2.4 

.1 

.2 

157.3 

2.2 

.1 

.  1 

All  items  less  shelter  . 

155.8 

2  .  2 

.  1 

.0 

153.8 

2  .  1 

.  1 

-.  1 

All  items  less  homeowners'  costs  3/  4/ . 

161.2 

2.3 

.0 

.  1 

147.6 

2 . 2 

.  1 

.0 

All  items  less  medical  care  . 

156.0 

2.4 

.  1 

.  1 

153.6 

2  .  3 

.1 

.  1 

Commodities  less  food  . 

134.4 

.7 

.2 

-.  1 

134.6 

.6 

.3 

-.  1 

Nondurables  less  food  . 

137.4 

1  .0 

.6 

.  1 

137.1 

1  .0 

.5 

-.  1 

Nondurables  less  food  and  apparel  . 

141.7 

1  .  1 

.2 

-.4 

141.4 

1  .  1 

.2 

-.4 

Nondurables  . 

146.6 

1  .  9 

.3 

-.1 

146.4 

1  .  9 

.  3 

-.1 

Services  less  rent  of  shelter  3/  4/  . 

186.8 

3.4 

.  1 

.3 

166.4 

3.4 

.1 

.  1 

Services  less  medical  care  services  . 

172.8 

3  .  3 

.  1 

.  2 

170.0 

3  .  2 

.  1 

.2 

Energy  . 

All  items  less  energy  . 

110.0 

.0 

-1  .  1 

-1  .  5 

109.6 

-.2 

-1.0 

-1  .9 

166.8 

2.6 

.2 

.  2 

163.9 

2.6 

.  2 

.  2 

All  items  less  food  and  energy  . 

169.4 

2  .  7 

.2 

.3 

165.9 

2  .  5 

.  2 

.  3 

Commodities  less  food  and 

energy  commodities  . 

143.5 

1  .  1 

.3 

.3 

143.1 

1  .  1 

.  4 

.2 

Energy  commodities  . 

105.8 

-2.1 

-.8 

-2.4 

105.8 

-2  .  3 

-  .  7 

-2  .  7 

Services  less  energy  services  . 

184.1 

3  .  3 

.2 

.  3 

181.3 

3.2 

.  2 

.3 

Purchasing  power  of  the  consumer  dollar: 

1982-84=$ T  .00  1/  . 

S  .624 

-2.5 

-.2 

-.2 

$.636 

-2 . 3 

-.2 

-.2 

1967  =  $1  .00  1/  7 . 

.208 

- 

- 

.214 

“ 

1/  Not  seasonally  adjusted. 

77  This  index  series  will  undergo  a  change  in  composition  in  January,  1998. 

7/  U-population  indexes  on  a  December  1982=100  base;  W-population  indexes  on  a  December  1984=100  base. 

5/  This  index  series  will  no  longer  appear  in  its  present  form  after  December,  1997. 

Data  not  available. 

NOTE:  Index  applies  to  a  month  as  a  whole,  not  to  any  specific  date. 


Table  2.  Consumer  Price  Index  for  All  Urban .  Consume rs  (CPI-U)  and  Consumer  Price  Index  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical 
Workers  (CP1-W):  Selected  areas,  all  items  index 

(  1982-84  =  100  ,  unless  otherwise  noted) 


Area 


U.S .  city  average  . 

Region  and  area  size  _!_/ 


Northeast 
Size  A 
Size  B 
Size  C 


More  than  1,266,666  ... 

-  500.000  to  1,206,000  2/ 

-  50 ,600  to  500 ,006  2/ .7. 


North  Central  urban  . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,200,000  ... 
Size  B  -  360,000  to  1,206,000  2/ 

Size  C  -  50,600  to  366,006  21... 
Size  D  -  Nonmetropolitan 

(less  than  50,000)  .... 


South  urban  . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,266,000  ... 
Size  B  -  450,000  to  1,206,000  2/ 

Size  C  -  50,600  to  456,006  21... 
Size  D  -  Nonmetropolitan 

(less  than  50,600)  .... 


West  urban  . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,250,000 
Size  C  -  50,000  to  330, 060  2/ 


Size  classes 

A  3/  . 

B  7/  . 

C  7/  . 

D  7 . 


Selected  local  areas 

Chicago-Gary-Lake  County,  IL-IN-WI . 

Los  Ange 1 es-Anaheim-Ri ve rside ,  CA  . 

N . Y . -No r t he rn  N.J.-Long  Island,  NY-NJ-CT 
Phil.-Wilmington-Trenton, 

PA-NJ-DE-MD  4/  . 

San  Francisco-Oakland-San  Jose,  CA  4y  .. 

Ba 1 t imore ,  MD  5/  . 

Bos ton-Lawrence-Sal em ,  MA-NH  . 

C le ve land-Akron-Lo rain ,  OH  . 

Miami-Fort  Lauderdale,  FL  . 

St.  Louis-East  St.  Louis,  M0-IL  b/  . 

Washington,  DC-MD-VA  5 /  . . . 

Dallas-Fort  Worth,  TX  . 

Detroit-Ann  Arbor,  MI  . 

Hous t on-Ga 1 ves t on-B raz 0 r i a ,  TX  . 

Pittsburgh-Beaver  Valley,  P4  6/  . 


CPI-U 


Indexes 

Percent 

change  to 
Apr.  1997 

Feb  . 

Mar. 

Apr. 

1997 

f  rom- 

1997 

1997 

Apr.  1996 

159.6 

160.0 

160.2 

2.5 

166.9 

167.3 

167.1 

2.6 

167.7 

168.1 

167.7 

2 . 5 

164.2 

164.8 

165.4 

3.0 

165.3 

165.6 

165.6 

2 . 7 

155.9 

155.9 

156.1 

2.5 

156.5 

156.6 

156.9 

2.6 

154.4 

154.6 

154.8 

2.4 

158.3 

158.1 

158.2 

2.8 

152.1 

152.1 

152.1 

2.1 

156.1 

156.5 

156.7 

2.3 

155.2 

155.4 

155.7 

2  .  2 

158.9 

159.7 

159.8 

2  .  7 

155.6 

155.7 

156.0 

1  .  9 

155.5 

156.0 

156.1 

2.4 

160.1 

160.8 

161.1 

2.5 

160.1 

160.9 

161.2 

2 . 5 

165.4 

166.3 

166.5 

2 . 7 

144.1 

144.4 

144.5 

2.4 

15  9.5 

160.1 

160.4 

2.8 

159.6 

159.8 

160.0 

2.4 

156.2 

156.4 

156.5 

2 . 3 

161.1 

161.0 

160.9 

2.9 

159.2 

159.8 

159.9 

1  .4 

170.1 

170.7 

170.2 

2.5 

165.8 

166.1 

166.0 

2.4 

157.9 

159.2 

159.6 

3  .  7 

_ 

157.1 

_ 

_ 

168.1 

— 

— 

_ 

155.4 

— 

— 

— 

158.5 

— 

— 

_ 

152.2 

— 

— 

161.9 

- 

— 

150.7 

_ 

150.6 

1.4 

155.4 

— 

156.0 

2.4 

144.5 

- 

145.2 

1  .  5 

156.2 

- 

156.6 

2.5 

CPI-W 

I ndexes 

Percent 

Feb  . 

Mar.  Apr. 

1997  1997 

change  to 
Apr.  1997 
f  rom- 

1997 

Apr.  1996 

156.8 

157.0 

157.2 

2.3 

164.2 

164.5 

164.4 

2.6 

163.9 

164.2 

163.9 

2.4 

161.9 

162.6 

163.1 

2.9 

166.8 

167.0 

167.0 

2.5 

152.4 

152.4 

152.6 

2.4 

152.3 

152.3 

152.6 

2.4 

150.5 

150.5 

150.8 

2.4 

155.6 

155.3 

155.4 

2.7 

150.3 

150.1 

150.0 

2.0 

154.5 

154.8 

155.1 

2.2 

153.2 

153.4 

153.6 

2.0 

155.0 

155.6 

155.8 

2.6 

155.5 

155.5 

155.8 

1  .8 

155.8 

156.1 

156.3 

2.2 

156.8 

157.4 

157.8 

2.3 

155.2 

155.9 

156.2 

2 . 2 

162.1 

163.1 

163.3 

2.6 

143.0 

143.2 

143.4 

2.3 

156.5 

157.0 

157.3 

2.6 

158.7 

158.8 

159.0 

2.3 

155.4 

155.4 

155.6 

2.1 

155.9 

155.6 

155.3 

2.5 

153.6 

154.2 

154.3 

1  .2 

166.2 

166.6 

166.1 

2.4 

164.9 

165.3 

165.1 

2.4 

155.0 

156.2 

156.7 

3.2 

_ 

155.9 

_ 

_ 

166.8 

— 

— 

_ 

147.5 

- 

• 

_ 

156.2 

— 

— 

• 

15  1.1 

— 

- 

- 

159.1 

- 

— 

150.8 

150.4 

1.2 

150.3 

151.0 

2.3 

143.6 

m. 

144.1 

1  .  3 

149.6 

- 

150.1 

2.5 

1/ 

7/ 

3/ 

*7 


5/ 


6/ 


Regions  defined  as  the  four  Census  regions. 


NOTE: 


Class  C. 

a  monthly 
a 


December,  1997 . 


_ _ _ _ _  See  map  in  technical  notes. 

Starting  in  January,  1998,  a  new  Size  Class  B/C  will  be  introduced  composed  of  current 
Size  Class  B  and  Size  Class  C  cities.  There  will  be  no  individual  Size  Class  B  or  Size 
Indexes  on  a  December  1986=100  base.  ..  1  j  „„ 

Indexes  for  the  cities  of  Philadelphia  and  San  Francisco  will  no  longer  be  published  on 
basis  starting  in  January,  1998.  Beginning  in  February,  1998  they  will  be  published  on 

Indexes^f or  theScities  of  Washington  and  Baltimore  will  no  longer  be  published  separately  after 
Beginning  in  January,  1998  the  two  cities  will  be  published  as  a  Washing ton-Ba 1 t imo re 

Indexesdfortthe°citiesaofapittsburgh  and  St.  Louis  will  no  longer  be  published  <?n  a  bi-monthly 
basis  after  December,  1997.  Beginning  in  July,  1998  they  will  be  published  semi-annually,  each 
January  and  July. 

Local  area  CPI  indexes  are  byproducts  of  the  national  CPI  program.  Each  local  index  has  a  smalle r  samp  1  e  size 
than  the  national  index  and  is,  therefore,  subject  to  substantially  more  sampling  fPjJ  other  measurement  error. 
As  a  result,  local  area  indexes  show  greater  volatility  than  the  national  index,  although  their  long  term 
trends  are  similar.  Therefore,  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  strongly  urges  users  to  consider  adopting  the 
national  average  CPI  for  use  in  their  escalator  clauses. 


BRIEF  EXPLANATION  OFTHE  CPI 


The  Consumer  Price  Index  (CPI)  is  a  measure  of  the  average  change 
in  prices  over  time  in  a  fixed  market  basket  of  goods  and  services. 
Two  CPIs  are  published:  1)The  CPI  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI- 
U)  which  covers  about  80  percent  of  the  total  population  and  2)  the 
CPI  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers  (CPI-W)  which 
covers  32  percent  of  the  total  population. The  CPI  is  based  on  prices 
of  food,  clothing,  shelter,  transportation,  medical  care,  and  other  goods 
and  services  that  people  buy  for  day-to-day  living.  In  calculating  the 
Index,  price  changes  for  the  various  items  in  85  locations  are  averaged 
together  with  weights  which  represent  their  importance  in  the  spending 
of  the  appropriate  population  group.  Indexes  for  different  months  are 
usually  compared  in  relative  terms.  Thus,  an  index  of  133.5  is  1. 063 
times  higher  than  an  index  of  125.6  (133.5/125.6=1.063);  in  other 
words,  prices  increased 6.3 percent  The  CPI  is  used  as  an  indicator 
of  inflation,  a  deflator  of  other  economic  series,  and  as  an  escalator 
for  income  payments. 


More  ofe/a/ZThis  news  release  from  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor  provides  summary  data  from  the 
Consumer  Price  Index.  The  full  release  is  available  electronically 
at  release  time.  For  Information,  call  202-606-5902.  CPI  data  also 
are  available  on  diskette  and  tape.  For  information,  call  202-606- 
7000.  If  you  have  any  questions  about  the  CPI,  please  write  to  the 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  Division  of  Consumer  Prices  and  Price 
Indexes,  Room  3615PSB,  Washington,  DC  20212,  or  call  202-606- 
7000.  Full  detail  is  available  in  the  monthly  periodical  CPI  Detailed 
Report,  available  for  $25  per  year  from  New  Orders,  Government 
Printing  Office,  P.O.  Box  371954,  Pittsburgh,  PA  15250-7954. This 
information  will  be  made  available  to  sensory  impaired  individuals 
upon  request.  Voice  phone:  202-606-STAT,  TDD  phone:  202-606- 
5897,  TDD  Message  Referral  Phone:  1-800-326-2577.  For  a 
recorded  message  of  summary  CPI  data,  call  202-606-STAT. 
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CPI  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U) -Analysis 

On  a  seasonally  adjusted  basis,  the  CPI-U  rose  0.1  percent  in  May,  the  same  as  in  each  of  the  preceding 
two  months.  The  food  index,  which  declined  0.2  percent  in  April,  advanced  0.4  percent  in  May.  Grocery 
store  food  prices  rose  0.6  percent,  reflecting  a  sharp  turnaround  in  the  index  for  fruits  and  vegetables. 
The  energy  index  declined  for  the  third  consecutive  month,  down  2.4  percent  in  May.  The  index  for 
petroleum- based  energy  fell  3.6  percent,  and  the  index  for  energy  services  declined  1.3  percent.  Excluding 
food  and  energy,  the  CPI-U  rose  0.2  percent,  following  an  increase  of  0.3  percent  in  April.  The  smaller 
advance  in  May  reflects  downturns  in  the  indexes  for  airline  fares  and  tobacco  and  smoking  products  and  a 
deceleration  in  the  index  for  apparel  and  upkeep. 

NEXT  CPI  RELEASE:  JUNE  DATA  ON  JULY  16,  1997  8:30  A.M.  (EDT) ;  TRY  OUR  CPI  QUICKLINE:  call  202-606-6994 

Notice:  CPI  data  are  now  available  on  the  Internet  worldwide  computer  network.  Using  GOPHER  or  Anonymous 

FTP  access,  the  BLS  Internet  address  is  "stats.bls.gov";  or  access  data  through  the  CPI  home  page  on  the 
World  Wide  Web  at  "http://stats.bls.gov/cpihome.htm"  (There  is  no  charge  from  BLS  for  this  service.  Any 
cost  is  incurred  through  your  Internet  service  provider.)  The  BLS  help  desk  E-Mail  I.D.  is: 

LABSTAT . helpdeskGBLS . gov" 


Table  1.  Consumer  Price  Index  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U)  and  Consumer  Price  Index  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers 
(CPI-W):  U.S.  city  average,  by  expenditure  category  and  commodity  and  service  group 

(1982-84=100,  unless  otherwise  noted) 


CPI-U 


CPI-W 


Expenditure  category 


All  items  . 

All  items  (1967=100) 


Food  and  beverages  . 

Food  . 

Food  at  home  . . 

Cereals  and  bakery  products  .. 
Meats,  poultry,  fish,  and  eggs 

Dairy  products  1/  . 

Fruits  and  vegeTables  2/  . 

Other  food  at  home  . 

Sugar  and  sweets  . 

Fats  and  oils  . 

Nonalcoholic  beverages  . 

Other  prepared  food  . 

Food  away  from  home  . 

Alcoholic  beverages  . 


Housing  2/  . 

Shelter  . 

Renters'  costs  3/  4/ . 

Rent,  residenTiaT  . 

Other  renters'  costs  4 j  . 

Homeowners'  costs  3_/  4 / . 

Owners’  equivalent  rent  3/  . 

Household  insurance  3_/  47  . 

Maintenance  and  repairs  YT  4 /  . 

Maintenance  and  repair 

services  W  U_l  . 

Maintenance  and  repair 

commodities  1/  4 /  . 

Fuel  and  other  utiliTies  2/  . 

Fuels  . 

Fuel  oil  and  other  household  fuel 

commodities  . 

Gas  (piped)  and  electricity  (energy 

services) . 

Other  utilities  and  public 

services  4/  . ........ 

Household  furnishings  and  operation  2 /  . 

Housef urnishings  4/  . 

Housekeeping  supplies  . 

Housekeeping  services  kj  . 


Apparel  and  upkeep  . . 

Apparel  commodities  4/  . 

Men's  and  boys'  apparel  . 

Women's  and  girls’  apparel.... 
Infants'  and  toddlers'  apparel 

Footwear  . 

Other  apparel  commodities  4/.. 
Apparel  services  !_/  4 /  . 


Transportation  . 

Private  transportation  . 

New  vehicles  . 

New  cars  . 

Used  cars  . 

Motor  fuel  . 

Gasoline  . . . 

Maintenance  and  repairs  . 

Other  private  transportation  kj 
Other  private  transportation 

commodities  4y . 

Other  private  transportation 

services  4/  . 

Public  transportation  . 


Medical  care  . 

Medical  care  commodities  . 

Medical  care  services  . 

Professional  medical  services 


Entertainment  4/  . 

Ente rtainmenT  commodities  4/  . 

Entertainment  services  4y  . 

Other  goods  and  services  2/  . 

Tobacco  and  smoking  procTucts  . 

Personal  care  1_/  . 

Toilet  goods  and  personal  care 

appliances  l_/  . 

Personal  care  services  j j  . 

Personal  and  educational  expenses  4y  ... 

School  books  and  supplies  . ,  ... 

Personal  and  educational  services  4/  . 

Commodity  and  service  group 

All  items  . 

Commodities  . 

Food  and  beverages  . . 

Commodities  less  food  and  beverages  . . . . 
Nondurables  less  food  and  beverages  .. 

Apparel  commodities  4/  . 

Nondurables  less  foocT,  beverages, 

and  apparel  . 

Durables  . 

Services  . 

Rent  of  shelter  2j  . 

Household  services  iess  rent  of 

shelter  Yl  4 / . 

Transportation  services  . 

Medical  care  services  . 

Other  services  . 


Special  indexes 

All  items  less  food  . 

All  items  less  shelter  . 

All  items  less  homeowners'  costs  4/  •  • 

All  items  less  medical  care  . 

Commodities  less  food  . 

Nondurables  less  food  . 

Nondurables  less  food  and  apparel  . 

Nondurables  . 

Services  less  rent  of  shelter  _3/  4/  .... 
Services  less  medical  care  services  .... 

Energy  . 

All  items  less  energy  . 

All  items  less  food  and  energy  . 

Commodities  less  food  and 

energy  commodities  . 

Energy  commodities  . 

Services  less  energy  services  . 

Purchasing  power  of  the  consumer  dollar: 

1982-84=81.00  1/  . 

1967  =  51 .00  1/  7 . 


Unad¬ 

Unadjusted 

Seasonal ly 

Unad¬ 

Unadjusted 

Seasonal ly 

justed 

percent 

change  to 

adjusted 

justed 

percent 

change  to 

adjusted 

indexes 

May  1997  from- 

percent 

indexes 

May  1997  from- 

percent 

May 

1997 

May 

1996 

Apr . 
1997 

change  from- 
Apr.  to  May 

May 

1997 

May 

1996 

Apr. 

1997 

change  from- 
Apr.  to  May 

160.1 

2.2 

-0. 1 

0.1 

!  157.2 

2.1 

0.0 

0.0 

479.6 

- 

- 

- 

!  468.3 

157.1 

3.0 

.0 

.4 

1  156.6 

3  . 1 

.  1 

.4 

156.6 

3.0 

.0 

.4 

!  156.1 

3.0 

.0 

.3 

157.5 

3.2 

.0 

.6 

:  156.6 

3.2 

.0 

.5 

176.9 

1.9 

.0 

.3 

;  176.7 

2.0 

.1 

.4 

147.7 

4.6 

.0 

.5 

:  147.4 

4.7 

.  1 

.5 

145.4 

5.7 

-.2 

-.2 

:  145.1 

5.6 

-.2 

-.2 

186.4 

1.2 

.0 

1 .8 

:  185.4 

1  .0 

.1 

1  .  7 

147.1 

2.9 

.  1 

.1 

:  146.6 

2.9 

.1 

.2 

147.9 

3 . 1 

.0 

-.1 

:  147.9 

3  .  1 

.0 

-.1 

142.0 

1.4 

-.3 

-.  1 

:  i4i.7 

1.4 

-.3 

-.1 

133.4 

3  .  2 

1  .  1 

1.4 

:  132.4 

2.8 

1 .0 

1  .  2 

160.4 

3  .  1 

-.4 

-.4 

!  160,3 

3  .  2 

-.4 

-.4 

156.3 

2.8 

.  1 

.  1 

!  156.2 

2.8 

.0 

.0 

162.8 

2.8 

.3 

.3 

!  162.2 

2.9 

.3 

.4 

155.9 

2.6 

.  1 

.  1 

!  152.6 

2.5 

.1 

.1 

175,3 

3  .  1 

.0 

.3 

:  170.3 

3.0 

.  1 

.3 

185.3 

3.6 

-.5 

.  2 

:  161.6 

3.3 

-.1 

.3 

165.9 

2.9 

.2 

.4 

:  165.6 

2.9 

.  2 

.3 

222.9 

5.2 

-2.2 

-.3 

|  222.9 

5  .  1 

-1  .8 

.2 

180.6 

2.8 

.  2 

.  3 

!  164.6 

2.8 

.2 

.2 

180.9 

2.8 

.2 

.3 

1  164.9 

2.8 

.2 

.3 

164.5 

3  .  1 

.4 

.5 

:  149.1 

2  .  1 

.4 

.3 

143.2 

3.2 

.5 

.5 

:  141.7 

3  . 1 

.5 

.5 

149.9 

3.6 

.7 

.7 

:  151.9 

3.5 

.7 

.7 

134.1 

2.4 

.4 

.4 

!  128.6 

2.5 

.3 

.3 

129.0 

1  .8 

.  1 

-.6 

!  128.7 

1.9 

.  1 

-.5 

115.3 

1  .  1 

.0 

-1.1 

:  114.7 

1  . 1 

.0 

-1.1 

100.4 

.8 

-1.7 

-.4 

!  100.0 

.9 

-1  .  7 

-.4 

121.9 

1 . 1 

.2 

-1.3 

1  121.5 

1  .  3 

.2 

-1.2 

161.1 

2.7 

.  2 

.  1 

!  161.8 

2.7 

.2 

.  1 

125.8 

1  .  1 

.  2 

.4 

!  124.3 

1  .  1 

.  2 

.5 

111.5 

.3 

.4 

.  7 

;  110.2 

.4 

.5 

.7 

143.0 

1.4 

-.2 

-.1 

!  143.7 

1.7 

-.1 

-.  1 

151.3 

2.7 

.1 

.  1 

!  153.9 

2.5 

.  1 

.1 

135.3 

1.2 

-.6 

.1 

!  134.7 

1  .  1 

-.6 

.2 

131.8 

1  .  1 

-.7 

.2 

I  131.5 

1  .  1 

-.6 

.2 

132.0 

1  .9 

.5 

.  2 

!  131.7 

1  .9 

.5 

.0 

129.9 

1  .  7 

-1  .5 

.6 

:  129.0 

1.5 

-1  .  3 

.6 

133.8 

2.6 

.  1 

.  1 

!  134.9 

2.6 

.0 

.0 

129.1 

.6 

-.2 

-.3 

1  130.1 

.6 

-.2 

-.3 

146.0 

-3.8 

-1.4 

-.6 

!  146.8 

-3  .  1 

-1.7 

-.7 

162,9 

2.2 

.2 

.2 

!  161.9 

2.0 

.  1 

.1 

144.4 

.0 

-.3 

-.8 

!  143.8 

-.4 

-.3 

-1.0 

141.0 

-.5 

-.2 

-.9 

!  141.5 

-.7 

-.2 

-1.0 

144.6 

.8 

-.4 

-.2 

l  145.9 

1 .0 

-.3 

-.3 

142.1 

.6 

-.4 

-.1 

!  141.8 

.  7 

-.4 

-.1 

153.9 

-2 . 3 

-.3 

-.9 

!  155.3 

-2  .  1 

-.3 

-.9 

105 . 7 

-7.0 

-.3 

-4.0 

1  105.7 

-6.9 

-.2 

-3.8 

105.2 

-7  .  1 

-.2 

-4.1 

:  105.2 

-7  .  1 

-.2 

-4.1 

162.2 

3.0 

.2 

.2 

:  163.2 

3.0 

.2 

.2 

177.0 

2.3 

-.2 

.0 

1  172.5 

2.3 

-.2 

-.1 

104.7 

-.2 

.0 

.  1 

!  103.8 

-.2 

.  1 

.2 

194.2 

2.7 

-.2 

.  1 

!  189.9 

2.6 

-.2 

-.1 

188.1 

4.4 

-.9 

.2 

1  185.2 

3  .  7 

-.9 

-.1 

234.2 

3.0 

.2 

.3 

!  233.6 

3.0 

.2 

.3 

215.6 

2.8 

.2 

.4 

!  212.9 

2.8 

.3 

.5 

238.5 

3.0 

.  2 

.3 

!  238.2 

3.0 

.1 

.3 

215.2 

3.6 

.2 

.3 

!  216.5 

3  .  7 

.2 

.3 

162.2 

2.1 

.0 

.2 

!  159.7 

2.0 

.0 

.  1 

143.9 

.8 

-.  1 

-.1 

1  142.8 

.6 

-.  1 

.0 

183.5 

3 . 3 

.  1 

.3 

!  183.8 

3.4 

.  1 

.2 

223  .  1 

4.2 

.2 

.2 

;  220.2 

4.3 

.2 

.  1 

243 .8 

4.6 

.2 

-.5 

I  243.4 

4.4 

.3 

-.5 

152.6 

1  .5 

-.1 

-.1 

1  152.6 

1  .5 

.0 

.0 

144.1 

-.8 

-.3 

-.3 

!  145.0 

-.7 

-.3 

-.3 

162.3 

4.2 

.2 

.2 

!  162.4 

4.2 

.2 

.2 

256.6 

4.8 

.2 

.5 

!  252.5 

5  .  1 

.3 

.6 

235.9 

5.0 

.0 

.6 

:  237.5 

5 . 3 

.0 

.7 

258.3 

4.7 

.2 

.5 

:  254.0 

5  .  1 

.3 

.6 

160.1 

2.2 

-.1 

.  1 

1  157.2 

2  .  1 

.0 

.0 

142.1 

1  .  2 

-.1 

-.1 

;  142.1 

1  .  1 

-.1 

-.2 

157.1 

3.0 

.0 

.4 

:  156.6 

3  .  1 

.  1 

.4 

132.9 

-.1 

-.2 

-.5 

:  133.2 

-.2 

-.  1 

-.5 

135.4 

-.1 

-.3 

-.7 

:  135.3 

-.3 

-.2 

-.7 

131.8 

1  . 1 

-.7 

.2 

:  131.5 

1  .  1 

-.6 

.2 

140.4 

-.7 

-.  1 

-1 . 1 

:  140.2 

-.9 

-.1 

-1  .3 

129.4 

.  1 

-.2 

.0 

:  129.2 

.0 

-.  1 

.  1 

178.4 

3  . 1 

.  1 

.2 

!  175.5 

3 .0 

.  1 

.2 

182.4 

3  . 1 

.0 

.3 

I  163.9 

3.0 

.  1 

.3 

144.0 

2.1 

.2 

-.3 

I  132.3 

2.1 

.2 

-.3 

184.9 

3  .  1 

-.3 

.  1 

:  182.4 

2.9 

-.2 

-.  1 

238.5 

3.0 

0 

.3 

1  238.2 

3.0 

.  1 

.3 

208.0 

4  .  1 

;  1 

.4 

I  205.0 

4.3 

.  2 

.4 

160.7 

2.1 

-.1 

-.1 

!  157.3 

1 .9 

.0 

-.  1 

155.7 

1  .  9 

-.  1 

.0 

!  153.8 

1  .8 

.0 

-.  1 

161.1 

2.1 

-.  1 

-.1 

:  147.6 

1.9 

.0 

-.  1 

155.9 

2.2 

-.1 

.0 

I  153.6 

2  .  1 

.0 

-.  1 

134.1 

.  1 

-.2 

-.4 

:  134.4 

.0 

-.1 

-.5 

137.0 

.  1 

-.3 

-.4 

!  136.9 

.0 

-.  1 

-.7 

141.7 

-.2 

.0 

-1.0 

!  141.4 

-.4 

.0 

-1.2 

146.4 

1  .5 

-.1 

-.2 

!  146.2 

1.5 

-.1 

-.3 

186.9 

3.0 

.  1 

.  1 

1  166.5 

3.0 

.  1 

.  1 

172.8 

3.0 

.0 

.  1 

;  170.1 

3.0 

.  1 

.  2 

109.9 

-2  .  7 

-.1 

-2.4 

;  109.5 

-2.9 

-.1 

-2.4 

166.8 

2.6 

.0 

.  2 

:  163.9 

2.6 

.0 

.  2 

169.3 

2.5 

-.1 

.  2 

!  165.9 

2.4 

.0 

.  2 

143.3 

1  . 1 

-.1 

.  1 

!  142.9 

1  .  1 

-.  1 

.0 

105.3 

-6.2 

-.5 

-3.6 

i  105.5 

-6.2 

-.3 

-3  .  5 

184.1 

3 . 2 

.0 

.3 

1  181.4 

3  .  1 

.  1 

.  2 

$  .625 

-2.2 

.  2 

.  2 

!  $.636 

-2.0 

.0 

.0 

.209 

- 

- 

- 

!  .214 

- 

- 

- 

1/  Not  seasonally  adjusted. 

77  This  index  series  will  undergo  a  change  in  composition  in  January,  1998. 

7/  U-population  indexes  on  a  December  1982=100  base;  W-population  indexes  on  a  December  1984=100  base. 

A/  This  index  series  will  no  longer  appear  in  its  present  form  after  December,  1997. 

Data  not  available. 

NOTE:  Index  applies  to  a  month  as  a  whole,  not  to  any  specific  date. 


(1982-84*100,  unless  otherwise  noted) 


Area 


U.S.  city  average  .  . . 

Region  and  area  size  \_l 

Northeast  urban . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,200.000  . 

Size  B  -  500.000  to  1.200.000  2/ . 

Size  C  -  50 ,000  to  500,000  2/ .7 . 

North  Central  urban  . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1.200,000  . 

Size  B  -  360.000  to  1.200.000  2/ . 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  360,000  2/ .7 . 

Size  D  -  Nonmetropolitan 

(less  than  50,000)  . 

South  urban  . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1  ,  200 ,000  . 

Size  B  -  450,000  to  1.200.000  2/ . 

Size  C  -  5  0 , 600  to  450,000  2/ .7 . 

Size  D  -  Nonmetropolitan 

(less  than  50,000)  . 

West  urban  . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,250,000  . 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  330,000  2/ . 

Size  c  lasses 

A  3/  . 

B  71  . 

C  7/  . 

D  7 . 

Selected  local  areas 

Chicago-Gary-Lake  County,  IL-IN-WI . 

Los  Ange 1 es-Anahe im-Rive rs ide ,  CA  . 

N . Y . -Northern  N.J.-Long  Island,  NY-NJ-CT 
Phil.-Wilmington-Trenton, 

PA-NJ-DE-MD  4/  . 

San  Francisco-Oakland-San  Jose,  CA  4/  .. 

Baltimore,  MD  J>/  . 

Boston-Lawrence-Sal em ,  MA-NH  . 

C 1  eve land-Akron-Lorain ,  OH  . 

Miami-Fort  Lauderdale,  FL  . 

St.  Louis-East  St.  Louis,  MO-IL  6/  . 

Washington,  DC-MD-VA  5./  . 

Dallas-Fort  Worth,  TX  . 

Detroit-Ann  Arbor,  MI  . 

Hous ton-Ga 1 ves ton-Brazoria ,  TX  . 

Pittsburgh-Beaver  Valley,  PA  6/  . 


Consumers  (CPI-U)  and  Consumer 

Price 

Index  for  Urban 

Wage  Earners  and 

Clerical 

index 

CPI-U 

CPI 

-W 

Indexes 

Percent 

Indexes 

Percent 

chan 

May 

ge  to 
1997 

change  to 
May  1997 

Mar. 

Apr. 

1997 

May 

1997 

f  rom- 

Mar. 

Ap  r . 

1997 

May 

1997 

f  rom- 

1997 

May 

1996 

1997 

May  1996 

160.0 

160.2 

160.1 

2 . 2 

1  157.0 

157.2 

157.2 

2  . 1 

167.3 

167.1 

166.8 

2 . 3 

;  164.5 

164.4 

164.1 

2.2 

168.1 

167.7 

167.5 

2.4 

I  164.2 

163.9 

163.8 

2.2 

164.8 

165.4 

164.7 

2 . 3 

162.6 

163.1 

162.3 

2.1 

165.6 

165.6 

165.2 

2  .  7 

167.0 

167.0 

166.9 

2.6 

155.9 

156.1 

156.3 

2.4 

:  152.4 

152.6 

152.8 

2 . 3 

156.6 

156.9 

157.0 

2 . 5 

!  152.3 

152.6 

152.7 

2 . 3 

154.6 

154.8 

155.4 

2 . 5 

1  150.5 

150.8 

151.5 

2.5 

158.1 

158.2 

158.3 

2 . 3 

:  155.3 

155.4 

155.6 

2.3 

152.1 

152.1 

152.2 

2.0 

:  i5o.i 

150.0 

150.2 

2.0 

156.5 

156.7 

156.6 

2.0 

:  154.8 

155.1 

155.1 

2.0 

155.4 

155.7 

155.5 

1.8 

1  153.4 

153.6 

153.6 

1  .  7 

159.7 

159.8 

159.7 

2.4 

155.6 

155.8 

155.7 

2  .  2 

155.7 

156.0 

156.1 

1  .  9 

1  155.5 

155.8 

156.0 

1  .9 

156.0 

156.1 

156.0 

2.0 

1  156.1 

156.3 

156.3 

1  .8 

160.8 

161.1 

161.1 

2 . 2 

1  157.4 

157.8 

157.8 

2.0 

160.9 

161.2 

161.1 

2 . 2 

155.9 

156.2 

156.1 

1  .9 

166.3 

166.5 

166.5 

2.5 

:  163.1 

163.3 

163.2 

2.4 

144.4 

144.5 

144.5 

2.3 

:  143.2 

143.4 

143.3 

2 . 1 

160.1 

160.4 

160.4 

2.4 

:  157.0 

157.3 

157.3 

2.3 

159.8 

160.0 

160.0 

2  .  3 

158.8 

159.0 

159.1 

2.2 

15  6.4 

156.5 

156.4 

1.9 

:  155.4 

155.6 

155.6 

1.8 

161.0 

160.9 

161.1 

2  .  7 

!  155.6 

155.3 

155.5 

2.4 

159.8 

159.9 

159.5 

1  .  3 

154.2 

154.3 

154.0 

1  .  1 

170.7 

170.2 

169.9 

2.1 

1  166.6 

166.1 

166.0 

2.0 

166.1 

166.0 

166.0 

2.6 

:  165.3 

165.1 

165.2 

2.4 

159.2 

159.6 

159.8 

3.0 

:  156.2 

156.7 

156.8 

2 . 5 

157.1 

_ 

155.5 

1 .0 

:  155.9 

_ 

154.3 

1.0 

168.1 

_ 

166.7 

3.0 

:  166.8 

— 

165.6 

3.0 

155.4 

- 

155.6 

2.5 

147.5 

- 

147.8 

2.6 

158.5 

— 

157.9 

3  .  5 

156.2 

- 

155.6 

3.0 

152.2 

- 

152.1 

2  .  7 

151.1 

- 

151.2 

2.6 

161.9 

- 

162.1 

1  .9 

1  159.1 

- 

159.7 

1.9 

_ 

150.6 

_ 

_ 

'  _ 

150.4 

_ 

_ 

_ 

156.0 

- 

- 

- 

15  1.0 

- 

— 

— 

145.2 

— 

- 

1  _ 

144.1 

- 

— 

- 

156.6 

- 

- 

1  _ 

150.1 

- 

- 

1  / 
7/ 

3/ 

*7 


5/ 


6/ 


NOTE  : 


Regions  defined  as  the  four  Census  regions.  See  map  in  technical  notes. 

Starting  in  January,  1998,  a  new  Size  Class  B/C  will  be  introduced,  composed  of  current 

Size  Class  B  and  Size  Class  C  cities.  There  will  be  no  individual  Size  Class  B  or  Size  Class  C. 

Indexes  on  a  December  1986=100  base. 

Indexes  for  the  cities  of  Philadelphia  and  San  Francisco  will  no  longer  be  published  on  a  monthly 
basis  starting  in  January,  1998.  Beginning  in  February,  1998  they  will  be  published  on  a 
bi-monthly  basis. 

Indexes  for  the  cities  of  Washington  and  Baltimore  will  no  longer  be  published  separately  after  December,  1997. 
Beginning  in  January,  1998  the  two  cities  will  be  published  as  a  Washington-Bal timore 
combined  metropolitan  area. 

Indexes  for  the  cities  of  Pittsburgh  and  St.  Louis  will  no  longer  be  published  on  a  bi-monthly 
basis  after  December,  1997.  Beginning  in  July,  1998  they  will  be  published  semi-annually,  each 
January  and  July. 

Data  not  available. 

Local  area  CPI  indexes  are  byproducts  of  the  national  CPI  program.  Each  local  index  has  a  smaller  sample  size 
than  the  national  index  and  is,  therefore,  subject  to  substantially  more  sampling  and  other  measurement  error. 
As  a  result,  local  area  indexes  show  greater  volatility  than  the  national  index,  although  their  long-term 
trends  are  similar.  Therefore,  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  strongly  urges  users  to  consider  adopting  the 
national  average  CPI  for  use  in  their  escalator  clauses. 


BRIEF  EXPLANATION  OFTHE  CPI 


The  Consumer  Price  Index  (CPI)  is  a  measure  of  the  average  change 
in  prices  over  time  in  a  fixed  market  basket  of  goods  and  services. 
Two  CPIs  are  published:  1 )  The  CPI  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI- 
U)  which  covers  about  80  percent  of  the  total  population  and  2)  the 
CPI  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers  (CPI-W)  which 
covers  32  percent  of  the  total  population. The  CPI  is  based  on  prices 
of  food,  clothing,  shelter,  transportation,  medical  care,  and  other  goods 
and  services  that  people  buy  for  day-to-day  living.  In  calculating  the 
Index,  price  changes  for  the  various  items  in  85  locations  are  averaged 
together  with  weights  which  represent  their  importance  in  the  spending 
of  the  appropriate  population  group.  Indexes  for  different  months  are 
usually  compared  in  relative  terms.  Thus,  an  index  of  133.5  is  1.063 
times  higher  than  an  index  of  125. 6  (133. 5/125. 6= 1. 063);  in  other 
words,  prices  increased 6. 3 percent.  The  CPI  is  used  as  an  indicator 
of  inflation,  a  deflator  of  other  economic  series,  and  as  an  escalator 
for  income  payments. 


More  detai/.Tti\s  news  release  from  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor  provides  summary  data  from  the 
Consumer  Price  Index.  The  full  release  is  available  electronically 
at  release  time.  For  Information,  call  202-606-5902.  CPI  data  also 
are  available  on  diskette  and  tape.  For  information,  call  202-606- 
7000.  If  you  have  any  questions  about  the  CPI,  please  write  to  the 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  Division  of  Consumer  Prices  and  Price 
Indexes,  Room  361 5PSB,  Washington,  DC  20212,  or  call  202-606- 
7000.  Full  detail  is  available  in  the  monthly  periodical  CPI  Detailed 
Report,  available  for  $25  per  year  from  New  Orders,  Government 
Printing  Office,  P.O.  Box  371954,  Pittsburgh,  PA  15250-7954. This 
information  will  be  made  available  to  sensory  impaired  individuals 
upon  request.  Voice  phone:  202-606-STAT,  TDD  phone:  202-606- 
5897,  TDD  Message  Referral  Phone:  1-800-326-2577.  For  a 
recorded  message  of  summary  CPI  data,  call  202-606-STAT. 
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CPI  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U) -Analysis 

On  a  seasonally  adjusted  basis,  the  CPI-U  rose  0.1  percent  in  June,  the  same  as  in  each  of  the  preceding 
three  months.  The  food  index  increased  0.2  percent  in  June.  Grocery  store  food  prices,  which  increased 
0.6  percent  in  May,  advanced  0.2  percent  in  June,  reflecting  a  larger  decline  in  the  index  for  dairy 
products  and  moderation  in  the  indexes  for  fruits  and  vegetables  and  for  meats,  poultry,  fish,  and  eggs. 
The  energy  index,  which  declined  in  each  of  the  preceding  three  months,  was  unchanged  in  June.  The  index 
for  petroleum-based  energy  fell  1.1  percent,  while  the  index  for  energy  services  rose  1.0  percent. 

Excluding  food  and  energy,  the  CPI-U  rose  0.1  percent,  following  an  increase  of  0.2  percent  in  May.  The 
smaller  advance  in  June  reflects  a  downturn  in  the  index  for  apparel  and  upkeep  and  a  deceleration  in  the 
index  for  household  furnishings  and  operation. 

NEXT  CPI  RELEASE:  JULY  DATA  ON  AUGUST  14,  1997  8:30  A.M.  (EDT) ;  TRY  OUR  CPI  QUICKLINE:  call  202-606-6994 

Notice:  CPI  data  are  now  available  on  the  Internet  worldwide  computer  network.  Using  GOPHER  or  Anonymous 

FTP  access,  the  BLS  Internet  address  is  "stats.bls.gov";  or  access  data  through  the  CPI  home  page  on  the 
World  Wide  Web  at  "http://stats.bls.gov/cpihome.htm"  (There  is  no  charge  from  BLS  for  this  service.  Any 
cost  is  incurred  through  your  Internet  service  provider.)  The  BLS  help  desk  E-Mail  I.D.  is: 

LABSTAT . helpdeskGBLS . gov" 


Table  1.  Consumer  Price  Index  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U)  and  Consumer  Price  Index  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers 
(CPI-W):  U.S.  city  average,  by  expenditure  category  and  commodity  and  service  group 

(1982-84=100,  unless  otherwise  noted) 


CPI-U  CPI-W 


Unad- 

Unadjusted 

Seasonal ly 

Unad- 

Unadjusted 

Seasonal ly 

justed 

percent 

change  to 

adjusted 

justed 

percent 

change  to 

adjusted 

indexes 

June  1997  from- 

percent 

indexes 

June  1997  from- 

percent 

June 

1997 

June 

1996 

May 

1997 

change  from- 
May  to  June 

June 

1997 

June 

1996 

May 

1997 

change  from- 
May  to  June 

Expenditure  category 

All  items  . 

160.3 

2.3 

0 . 1 

0 . 1 

157.4 

2.1 

0 . 1 

0 . 1 

All  items  (1967=100)  . 

480 . 2 

- 

468.8 

- 

Food  and  beverages  . 

157.1 

2.6 

.0 

.2 

156.6 

2.6 

.0 

.2 

Food  . 

156.6 

2.6 

.0 

.2 

156.1 

2.6 

.0 

.3 

Food  at  home  . 

157.3 

2.5 

-.1 

.  2 

156.5 

2.6 

-.1 

.3 

Cereals  and  bakery  products  . 

178.2 

2.3 

.7 

.4 

177.9 

2.2 

.  7 

.4 

Meats,  poultry,  fish,  and  eggs  . 

147.9 

3.4 

.1 

.1 

147.5 

3.4 

.  1 

.  1 

Dairy  products  1/  . 

144.1 

3  .  1 

-.9 

-.9 

143.8 

2.9 

-.9 

-.9 

Fruits  and  vegetables  2/  . 

183.7 

.2 

-1.4 

.3 

183.1 

.3 

-1.2 

.5 

Other  food  at  home  . 

147.8 

3.4 

.5 

.7 

147.2 

3  .  3 

.4 

.  5 

Sugar  and  sweets  . 

148.1 

3  .  1 

.  1 

.5 

148.1 

3  .  1 

.  1 

.3 

Fats  and  oils  . 

141.6 

.6 

-.3 

-.3 

141.3 

.5 

-.3 

-.2 

Nonalcoholic  beverages  . 

134.8 

5.0 

1.0 

1  .  2 

133.6 

4.5 

.9 

1  .  1 

Other  prepared  food  . 

Food  away  from  home  . 

161.2 

3  .  2 

.5 

.6 

160.9 

3.2 

.4 

.4 

156.6 

2.8 

.2 

.2 

156.6 

2.8 

.3 

.3 

Alcoholic  beverages  . 

162.7 

2.6 

-.1 

.  1 

162.1 

2 . 7 

-.  1 

.  1 

Housing  2/  . 

156.9 

2.8 

.6 

.3 

153.6 

2  .  7 

.  7 

.3 

Shelter  . 

176.0 

3  .  1 

.4 

.  2 

170.9 

3 .0 

.4 

.2 

Renters'  costs  3/  4/ . 

186.6 

3  .  7 

.7 

.3 

162.6 

3.4 

.6 

.3 

Rent,  residenTiaT  . 

166.4 

2.9 

.3 

.2 

166.0 

2 . 9 

.  2 

.3 

Other  renters'  costs  4/  . 

226.7 

5.5 

1  .  7 

.5 

227  .3 

5.6 

2.0 

.6 

Homeowners'  costs  3/  4/ . 

181.1 

2.9 

.3 

.2 

165.1 

2.9 

.3 

.2 

Owners'  equivalent  rent  3/  . 

181.4 

2.9 

.3 

.2 

165.4 

2 . 9 

.3 

.2 

Household  insurance  3/  47  . 

165.3 

2.9 

.5 

.  1 

149.8 

2.0 

.5 

.  1 

Maintenance  and  repairs  17  4/  . 

143.3 

3.2 

.  1 

.  1 

141.7 

3  .  1 

.0 

.0 

Maintenance  and  repair 

services  1/  4/  . 

150.0 

3.7 

.1 

.  1 

152.0 

3.6 

.  1 

.  1 

Maintenance  and  repair 

commodities  1/  4/  . 

134.1 

2.4 

.0 

.0 

128.6 

2.4 

.0 

.0 

Fuel  and  other  utilities  2/  . 

131.9 

2.7 

2.2 

.6 

131.7 

2.7 

2 . 3 

.6 

Fuels  . 

119.8 

2.8 

3.9 

.8 

119.2 

2.7 

3.9 

.9 

Fuel  oil  and  other  household  fuel 

commodities  . 

98.0 

3.6 

-2.4 

-.7 

97.6 

3.5 

-2.4 

-.7 

Gas  (piped)  and  electricity  (energy 

services ) . 

127.5 

2 . 7 

4 . 6 

1.0 

127.0 

2.6 

4.5 

1 .0 

Other  utilities  and  public 

services  4/  . 

161.7 

2.6 

.4 

.4 

162.5 

2 . 7 

.4 

.4 

Household  furnishings  and  operation  2/  . 

Housef urnishings  4/  . 

125.7 

1 .0 

-.1 

.0 

124.2 

.9 

-.  1 

-.1 

111.2 

.0 

-.3 

-.2 

110.0 

.  1 

-.2 

-.2 

Housekeeping  supplies  . 

142.9 

1  .5 

-.1 

.  1 

143.4 

1  .6 

-.2 

-.  1 

Housekeeping  services  4/  . 

151.8 

2.7 

.3 

.  3 

154.4 

2.6 

.3’ 

.5 

Apparel  and  upkeep  . 

132.4 

1  .  2 

-2.1 

-.2 

131.8 

1  .  2 

-2 . 2 

-.3 

Apparel  commodities  4/  . 

Men's  and  boys'  apparel  . 

Women's  and  girls'  apparel . 

Infants'  and  toddlers1  apparel  1/  .... 

128.6 

1  .  1 

-2.4 

-.3 

128.3 

1  .  1 

-2.4 

-.3 

129.0 

1  .5 

-2.3 

-.6 

128.8 

1  .  7 

-2  .  2 

-.5 

125.6 

2.3 

-3  .  3 

-.  1 

124.8 

2.2 

-3 . 3 

.0 

132.9 

2.9 

-.7 

-.7 

133.8 

2.8 

-.8 

-.8 

Footwear  . 

126.3 

-.6 

-2.2 

-1  .0 

127.2 

-.7 

-2 . 2 

-.9 

Other  apparel  commodities  4/ . 

146.4 

-2.9 

.  3 

.5 

146.3 

-2.8 

-.3 

.3 

Apparel  services  1/  4/  . 

163.2 

2 . 2 

.  2 

.2 

162.2 

2.0 

.2 

.2 

Transportation  . 

144.0 

.0 

-.3 

-.3 

143.4 

-.3 

-.3 

-.4 

Private  transportation  . 

140.7 

-.2 

-.2 

-.3 

141.1 

-.5 

-.3 

-.3 

New  vehicles  . 

144.2 

.5 

-.3 

.0 

145.4 

.6 

-.3 

.0 

New  cars  . 

141.7 

.3 

-.3 

-.  1 

141.3 

.3 

-.4 

-.  1 

Used  cars  . 

151.8 

-3.4 

-1.4 

-1.8 

153.3 

-3  .  2 

-1  .  3 

-1  .  7 

Motor  fuel  . 

105.9 

-4.8 

.  2 

-1  .  1 

105.9 

-4.6 

.2 

-.9 

Gasoline  . 

105.4 

-5 .0 

.2 

-.9 

105.5 

-4.9 

.  3 

-.8 

Maintenance  and  repairs  . 

162.6 

3  .  1 

.2 

.4 

163.7 

3.2 

.3 

.4 

Other  private  transportation  4/ . 

176.7 

2.1 

-.2 

.  1 

172.1 

2.0 

-.2 

.2 

Other  private  transportation 

104.7 

commodities  4 / . 

-.5 

.0 

.1 

103.8 

-.5 

.0 

.  1 

Other  private  transportation 

services  4/  . 

193.8 

2 . 5 

-.2 

.  1 

189.4 

2 . 3 

-.3 

.2 

Public  transportation  . 

186.6 

2.4 

-.8 

-.6 

184.0 

2 . 2 

-.6 

-.7 

Medical  care  . 

234.4 

2.9 

.1 

.2 

233.8 

2.9 

.  1 

.  2 

Medical  care  commodities  . 

216.0 

2.6 

.2 

.  1 

213.4 

2.6 

.  2 

.0 

Medical  care  services  . 

238.7 

2 . 9 

.  1 

.  2 

238.4 

2 . 9 

.  1 

.2 

Professional  medical  services  . 

215.5 

3  .  7 

.  1 

.2 

216.8 

3  .  7 

.  1 

.2 

Entertainment  4/  . 

162.7 

2.3 

.3 

.5 

160.1 

2 . 2 

.3 

.5 

Entertainment  commodities  4/  . 

143.9 

.7 

.0 

.2 

142.7 

.6 

-.1 

.  1 

Entertainment  services  4/  . 

184.5 

3.7 

.5 

.8 

185.0 

3.9 

.7 

.8 

Other  goods  and  services  2/  . 

223.1 

4.3 

.0 

.2 

219.9 

4.2 

-.1 

.0 

Tobacco  and  smoking  products  . 

241.3 

3.6 

-1  .0 

-.9 

240.9 

3  .  5 

-1.0 

-.9 

Personal  care  1 /  . 

152.8 

2.1 

.  1 

.  1 

152.7 

2  .  1 

.  1 

.  1 

Toilet  goods  and  personal  care 

appliances  1 /  . 

144.2 

.2 

.  1 

.  1 

145.0 

.3 

.0 

.0 

Personal  care  services  1/  . 

162.6 

4.3 

.2 

.2 

162.7 

4 . 3 

.2 

.2 

Personal  and  educational  expenses  4/  ... 

257  .3 

5.0 

.3 

.6 

253  .1 

5  .  2 

.2 

.4 

School  books  and  supplies  . 

23  7.2 

5.6 

.6 

.9 

239.6 

6 . 3 

.9 

1  .  1 

Personal  and  educational  services  4/  . 

259.1 

5.0 

.3 

.6 

254.5 

5  .  2 

.2 

.4 

Commodity  and  service  group 

All  items  . 

160.3 

2 . 3 

.  1 

.  1 

157.4 

2  .  1 

.  1 

.  1 

Commodities  . 

141.5 

1  .  1 

-.4 

-.  1 

141.5 

1  .  1 

-.4 

-.  1 

Food  and  beverages  . 

157.1 

2.6 

.0 

.  2 

156.6 

2.6 

.0 

.  2 

Commodities  less  food  and  beverages  .... 

132.0 

.  1 

-.7 

-.3 

132.3 

-.  1 

-.7 

-.4 

Nondurables  less  food  and  beverages  .. 

134.2 

.4 

-.9 

-.3 

134.1 

.  2 

-.9 

-.4 

Apparel  commodities  4/  . 

128.6 

1  . 1 

-2.4 

-.3 

128.3 

1  .  1 

-2.4 

-.3 

Nohdurables  less  food,  beverages, 

and  apparel  . 

140.1 

.0 

-.2 

-.6 

139.9 

-.  1 

-.2 

-.6 

Durables  . 

129.0 

-.2 

-.3 

-.2 

128.6 

-.5 

-.5 

-.5 

Services  . 

179.3 

3  .  1 

.5 

.  3 

176.4 

3 .0 

.5 

.3 

Rent  of  shelter  3/  . 

183.1 

3  .  1 

.4 

.3 

164.5 

3  .  1 

.4 

.  3 

Household  services  less  rent  of 

shelter  3/  4/ . 

147.0 

2 . 7 

2.1 

.6 

135.1 

2 . 7 

2.1 

.6 

Transportation  services  . 

184.5 

2.6 

-.2 

.0 

182.0 

2.5 

-.2 

.  1 

Medical  care  services  . 

238.7 

2 . 9 

.  1 

.  2 

238.4 

2 . 9 

.  1 

.2 

Other  services  . 

208.8 

4.3 

.4 

.6 

205.7 

4.5 

.3 

.5 

Special  indexes 

All  items  less  food  . 

161.0 

2.2 

.2 

.  1 

157.5 

2.0 

.  1 

.  1 

All  items  less  shelter  . 

155.7 

1  .9 

.0 

.  1 

153.8 

1  .8 

.0 

.  1 

All  items  less  homeowners'  costs  3/  4/ . 

161.2 

2  .  1 

.  1 

.  1 

147.7 

2.0 

.  1 

.  1 

All  items  less  medical  care  . 

156.1 

2 . 2 

.  1 

.  1 

153.8 

2  .  1 

.  1 

.  1 

Commodities  less  food  . 

133.3 

.  2 

-.6 

-.3 

133.5 

.2 

-.7 

-.4 

Nondurables  less  food  . 

135.9 

.6 

-.8 

-.4 

135.8 

.5 

-.8 

-.3 

Nondurables  less  food  and  apparel  . 

141.4 

.4 

-.2 

-.3 

141.1 

.  2 

-.2 

-.3 

Nondurables  . . . 

145.8 

1.5 

-.4 

.  1 

145.7 

1  .  5 

-.3 

.0 

Services  less  rent  of  shelter  3/  4/  . 

188.1 

3  .  1 

.6 

.4 

167.7 

3  .  1 

.7 

.  3 

Services  less  medical  care  services  . 

173.8 

3  .  1 

.6 

.3 

17  1.1 

3  .  1 

.6 

.  4 

Energy  . 

112.3 

-.7 

2.2 

.0 

111.8 

-1.0 

2  .  1 

.0 

All  items  less  energy  . 

166.7 

2.5 

-.1 

.  1 

163.8 

2.4 

-.  1 

.  1 

All  items  less  food  and  energy  . 

169.2 

2.4 

-.1 

.  1 

165.8 

2  .  3 

-.  1 

.  1 

Commodities  less  food  and 

energy  commodities  . 

142.2 

.9 

-.8 

-.2 

141.8 

.8 

-.8 

-.3 

Energy  commodities  . . 

105.2 

-3 . 9 

-.  1 

-1  .  1 

105.5 

-3 . 9 

.0 

-.9 

Services  less  energy  services  . 

184.6 

3  .  1 

.3 

.3 

18  1.9 

3  .  1 

.3 

.  3 

Purchasing  power  of  the  consumer  dollar: 

1982-84=$). 00  1/  . 

$.624 

-2.2 

-.2 

-.2 

$  .635 

-2.2 

-.2 

-.2 

1967  =  $1.00  1/  . . . 

.208 

- 

- 

- 

.213 

“ 

1/  Not  seasonally  adjusted. 

1 /  This  index  series  will  undergo  a  change  in  composition  in  January,  1998. 

7/  U-population  indexes  on  a  December  1982=100  base;  W-population  indexes  on  a  December  1984=100  base. 

?/  This  index  series  will  no  longer  appear  in  its  present  form  after  December,  1997. 

Data  not  available. 

NOTE:  Index  applies  to  a  month  as  a  whole,  not  to  any  specific  date. 


Table  2.  Consumer  Price  Index  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U)  and  Consumer  Price  Index  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical 
Workers  (CPI-W):  Selected  areas,  all  items  index 

(1982-84*100,  unless  otherwise  noted) 


CPI-U  CPI-W 


I ndexes 

Percent 

Indexes 

Percent 

Area 

change  to 

change  to 

June  1997 

June  1997 

???7 

May 

1997 

June 

1997 

f  rom- 
June  1996 

Apr . 
1997 

May 

1997 

June 

1997 

f  rom- 
June  1996 

U.S.  city  average  . 

160.2 

160.1 

160.3 

2.3 

157.2 

157.2 

157.4 

2.1 

Region  and  area  size  \_l 

Northeast  urban . 

167.1 

166.8 

167.0 

2.4 

164.4 

164.1 

164.3 

2.3 

Size  A  -  More  than  1.200.000  . 

Size  B  -  500,000  to  1,200,000  2/ . 

167.7 

167.5 

167.7 

2.4 

163.9 

163.8 

164.0 

2 . 2 

165.4 

164.7 

165.2 

2  .  7 

163.1 

162.3 

162.8 

2.6 

Size  C  -  50,600  to  506,006  2/. 7 . 

165.6 

165.2 

165.6 

2.9 

167.0 

166.9 

167.1 

2.8 

North  Central  urban  . 

156.1 

156.3 

156.7 

2 . 5 

152.6 

152.8 

153.1 

2.4 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,200,000  . 

Size  B  -  360,000  to  1,200,000  2/ . 

Size  C  -  50.600  to  366,006  2/. 7 . 

156.9 

157.0 

157.3 

2 . 5 

152.6 

152.7 

152.9 

2.2 

154.8 

155.4 

155.7 

2.4 

150.8 

151.5 

15  1.7 

2 . 5 

158.2 

158.3 

158.7 

3.0 

155.4 

155.6 

156.0 

3.0 

Size  D  -  Nonmetropolitan 

150.8 

(less  than  50,000)  . 

152.1 

152.2 

152.6 

1.9 

150.0 

150.2 

1  .9 

South  urban  . 

156.7 

156.6 

157.0 

1 .9 

155.1 

155.1 

155.4 

1  .8 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,200,000  . 

Size  B  -  450,000  to  1,206,000  2/ . 

155.7 

155.5 

155.8 

1  .  7 

153.6 

153.6 

153.9 

1  .  5 

159.8 

159.7 

160.4 

2.6 

155.8 

155.7 

156.1 

2  .  3 

Size  C  -  50,600  to  456,006  2/. 7 . 

156.0 

156.1 

156.4 

1  .  7 

155.8 

156.0 

156.2 

1  .  6 

Size  D  -  Nonmetropolitan 

156.3 

156.3 

156.5 

1.9 

(less  than  50,000)  . 

156.1 

156.0 

156.3 

2.2 

West  urban  . 

161.1 

161.1 

161.0 

2.2 

157.8 

157.8 

157.5 

1  .9 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,250,000  . 

161.2 

161.1 

161.1 

2.4 

156.2 

156.1 

156.0 

2.0 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  330, 060  2/ . 

166.5 

166.5 

166.0 

2.2 

163.3 

163.2 

162.7 

2.2 

Size  classes 

A  3/  . 

144.5 

144.5 

144.6 

2.3 

143.4 

143.3 

143.5 

2.1 

B  7/  . 

160.4 

160.4 

160.7 

2.4 

157.3 

157.3 

157.6 

2.3 

C  7/  . 

160.0 

160.0 

160.2 

2.4 

159.0 

159.1 

159.2 

2  .  2 

D  . 

156.5 

156.4 

156.6 

1.9 

155.6 

155.6 

155.7 

1 .  7 

Selected  local  areas 

Chicago-Gary-Lake  County,  IL-IN-WI . 

160.9 

161.1 

161.7 

2.6 

155.3 

155.5 

156.0 

2.2 

Los  Ange 1  e s - Anahe im-Ri ve rs ide ,  CA  . 

159.9 

159.5 

159.4 

1  .  7 

154.3 

154.0 

153.8 

1  .  5 

N  .  Y  . -Northern  N.J.-Long  Island,  NY-NJ-CT 

170.2 

169.9 

170.3 

2.3 

166.1 

166.0 

166.2 

2.1 

Phil .-Wilmington-Trenton, 

PA-NJ-DE-MD  4/  . 

166.0 

166.0 

166.1 

2.3 

165.1 

165.2 

165.3 

2.2 

San  Francisco-Oakland-San  Jose,  CA  4 j  .. 

159.6 

159.8 

160.0 

3.1 

156.7 

156.8 

157.0 

2 . 7 

Baltimore,  MD  5/  . 

_ 

155.5 

_ 

_ 

_ 

154.3 

- 

_ 

Boston-Lawrence-Salem ,  MA-NH  . 

— 

166.7 

— 

— 

— 

165.6 

— 

— 

C 1 e ve land-Akron-Lorain  ,  OH  . 

— 

155.6 

— 

— 

— 

147.8 

— 

— 

Miami-Fort  Lauderdale,  FL  . 

— 

157.9 

— 

— 

— 

155.6 

— 

— 

St.  Louis-East  St.  Louis,  MO-IL  6/  . 

— 

152.1 

— 

— 

— 

151.2 

— 

— 

Washington,  DC-MD-VA  5/  . 

162.1 

159.7 

- 

Dallas-Fort  Worth,  TX  . 

150.6 

_ 

15  1.4 

1  .3 

150.4 

_ 

151.4 

1.2 

Detroit-Ann  Arbor,  MI  . 

156.0 

— 

155.0 

2.0 

151.0 

— 

149.8 

1 .8 

Houston-Galveston-Brazoria ,  TX  . 

145.2 

— 

144.8 

1  .4 

144.1 

— 

144.1 

1  .3 

Pi t tsburgh-Beave r  Valley,  PA  6/  . 

156.6 

157.4 

2.7 

150.1 

“ 

150.8 

2.7 

1/  Regions  defined  as  the  four  Census  regions.  See  map  in  technical  notes. 

7/  Starting  in  January,  1998,  a  new  Size  Class  B/C  will  be  introduced,  composed  of  current 

Size  Class  B  and  Size  Class  C  cities.  There  will  be  no  individual  Size  Class  B  or  Size  Class  C. 

3/  Indexes  on  a  December  1986=100  base. 

]»/  Indexes  for  the  cities  of  Philadelphia  and  San  Francisco  will  no  longer  be  published  on  a  monthly 

basis  starting  in  January,  1998.  Beginning  in  February,  1998  they  will  be  published  on  a 
bi-monthly  basis. 

5y  Indexes  for  the  cities  of  Washington  and  Baltimore  will  no  longer  be  published  separately  after  December,  1997. 

Beginning  in  January,  1998  the  two  cities  will  be  published  as  a  Washing ton-Ba 1 timore 
combined  metropolitan  area. 

6/  Indexes  for  the  cities  of  Pittsburgh  and  St.  Louis  will  no  longer  be  published  on  a  bi-monthly 

basis  after  December,  1997.  Beginning  in  July,  1998  they  will  be  published  semi-annually,  each 
January  and  July. 

Data  not  available. 

NOTE:  Local  area  CPI  indexes  are  byproducts  of  the  national  CPI  program.  Each  local  index  has  a  smaller  sample  size 

than  the  national  index  and  is,  therefore,  subject  to  substantially  more  sampling  and  other  measurement  error. 
As  a  result,  local  area  indexes  show  greater  volatility  than  the  national  index,  although  their  long-term 
trends  are  similar.  Therefore,  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  strongly  urges  users  to  consider  adopting  the 
national  average  CPI  for  use  in  their  escalator  clauses. 


BRIEF  EXPLANATION  OFTHE  CPI 


The  Consumer  Price  Index  (CPI)  is  a  measure  of  the  average  change 
in  prices  over  time  in  a  fixed  market-basket  of  goods  and  services. 
Two  CPIs  are  published:  1 )  The  CPI  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI- 
U)  which  covers  about  80  percent  of  the  total  population  and  2)  the 
CPI  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers  (CPI-W)  which 
covers  32  percent  of  the  total  population.The  CPI  is  based  on  prices 
of  food,  clothing,  shelter,  transportation,  medical  care,  and  other  goods 
and  sen/ices  that  people  buy  for  day-to-day  living.  In  calculating  the 
Index,  price  changes  for  the  various  items  in  85  locations  are  averaged 
together  with  weights  which  represent  their  importance  in  the  spending 
of  the  appropriate  population  group.  Indexes  for  different  months  are 
usually  compared  in  relative  terms.  Thus,  an  index  of  133. 5  is  1. 063 
times  higher  than  an  index  of  125.6  (133.5/125.6=1.063);  in  other 
words,  prices  increased 6. 3 percent  The  CPI  is  used  as  an  indicator 
of  inflation,  a  deflator  of  other  economic  series,  and  as  an  escalator 
for  income  payments. 


More  otete/ZThis  news  release  from  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor  provides  summary  data  from  the 
Consumer  Price  Index.  The  full  release  is  available  electronically 
at  release  time.  For  Information,  call  202-606-5902.  CPI  data  also 
are  available  on  diskette  and  tape.  For  information,  call  202-606- 
7000.  If  you  have  any  questions  about  the  CPI,  please  write  to  the 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  Division  of  Consumer  Prices  and  Price 
Indexes,  Room  3615PSB,  Washington,  DC  20212,  or  call  202-606- 
7000.  Full  detail  is  available  in  the  monthly  periodical  CPI  Detailed 
Report,  available  for  $25  per  year  from  New  Orders,  Government 
Printing  Office,  P.O.  Box  371954,  Pittsburgh,  PA  15250-7954. This 
information  will  be  made  available  to  sensory  impaired  individuals 
upon  request.  Voice  phone:  202-606-STAT,  TDD  phone:  202-606- 
5897,  TDD  Message  Referral  Phone:  1-800-326-2577.  For  a 
recorded  message  of  summary  CPI  data,  call  202-606-STAT. 
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CPI  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U) -Analysis 

On  a  seasonally  adjusted  basis,  the  CPI-U  rose  0.2  percent  in  July,  following  increases  of  0.1  percent 
in  each  of  the  preceding  four  months.  The  food  index  increased  0.3  percent  in  July.  Grocery  store  food 
prices,  which  increased  0.2  percent  in  June,  advanced  0.3  percent  in  July,  reflecting  larger  increases  in 
the  indexes  for  meats,  poultry,  fish,  and  eggs  and  for  fruits  and  vegetables.  The  energy  index  continued 
to  exert  a  moderating  effect  on  the  CPI-U,  declining  0.1  percent  in  July.  The  index  for  petroleum-based 
energy  fell  0.4  percent,  while  the  index  for  energy  services  rose  0.2  percent.  Excluding  food  and  energy, 
the  CPI-U  rose  0.2  percent,  following  an  increase  of  0.1  percent  in  June.  The  larger  advance  in  July 
reflects  upturns  in  the  indexes  for  transportation  (other  than  for  motor  fuel)  and  for  apparel  and  upkeep. 

NEXT  CPI  RELEASE:  AUGUST  DATA  ON  SEPTEMBER  16,  1997  8:30  A.M.  (EDT) ;  TRY  OUR  CPI  QUICKLINE:  call  202-606-6994 

Notice:  CPI  data  are  now  available  on  the  Internet  worldwide  computer  network.  Using  GOPHER  or  Anonymous 

FTP  access,  the  BLS  Internet  address  is  "stats.bls.gov";  or  access  data  through  the  CPI  home  page  on  the 
World  Wide  Web  at  "http://stats.bls.gov/cpihome.htm"  (There  is  no  charge  from  BLS  for  this  service.  Any 
cost  is  incurred  through  your  Internet  service  provider.)  The  BLS  help  desk  E-Mail  I.D.  is: 

LABSTAT . helpdeskGBLS . gov" 


Table  1.  Consumer  Price  Index  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U)  and  Consumer  Price  Index  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers 
(CPI-W):  U.S.  city  average,  by  expenditure  category  and  commodity  and  service  group 

(1982-84-100,  unless  otherwise  noted) 

CPI-U  CPI-W 


Unad- 

Unadjusted 

Seasonal ly 

Unad- 

Unadjusted 

Seasonal  1 y 

justed 

percent 

change  to 

adjusted 

justed 

percent 

change  to 

adjusted 

indexes 

July  1997  from- 

percent 

indexes 

July  1997  from- 

percent 

July 

1997 

July 

1996 

June 

1997 

change  from- 
June  to  July 

July 

1997 

July 

1996 

June 

1997 

change  f rom- 
June  to  July 

Expenditure  category 

All  items  . 

160.5 

2.2 

0.1 

0 . 2 

157.5 

2.1 

0.1 

0.2 

All  items  (1967=100)  . 

480 . 7 

469.0 

- 

Food  and  beverages  . 

157.5 

2.5 

.3 

.3 

157.0 

2.5 

.3 

.3 

Food  . 

157.0 

2.5 

.3 

.3 

156.6 

2.5 

.3 

.3 

Food  at  home  . 

157.7 

2.3 

.3 

.3 

156.9 

2  .  3 

.3 

.3 

Cereals  and  bakery  products  . 

178.3 

2.0 

.  1 

.  1 

177.9 

1  .  9 

.0 

.0 

Meats,  poultry,  fish,  and  eggs  . 

148.2 

3.0 

.2 

.5 

148.0 

3  .  1 

.  3 

.5 

Dairy  products  1/  . 

143.3 

.9 

-.6 

-.6 

143.0 

.8 

-.6 

-.6 

Fruits  and  vegeTables  2/  . 

184.6 

.3 

.5 

.5 

184.0 

.3 

.5 

.5 

Other  food  at  home  . 

148.6 

4.0 

.5 

.6 

147.9 

3.7 

.5 

.6 

Sugar  and  sweets  . 

149.2 

3.2 

.7 

.5 

149.2 

3 . 2 

.7 

.5 

Fats  and  oils  . 

141.4 

.6 

-.  1 

-.3 

141.1 

.6 

-.  1 

-.6 

Nonalcoholic  beverages  . 

136.3 

6.9 

1  .  1 

1  .6 

134.9 

6.1 

1  .0 

1  .5 

Other  prepared  food  . 

Food  away  from  home  . 

161.3 

2.9 

.  1 

.  1 

161.2 

2  .  9 

.2 

.2 

157.1 

2.8 

.  3 

.3 

157.1 

2.9 

.3 

.3 

Alcoholic  beverages  . 

162.9 

2.8 

.1 

.3 

162.2 

2.8 

.  1 

.2 

Housing  2/  . 

157.5 

2.5 

.4 

.2 

154.1 

2.5 

.3 

.2 

Shelter  . 

177.0 

3.0 

.6 

.  2 

17  1.7 

2.9 

.5 

.2 

Renters'  costs  3/  4/ . 

188.4 

3.0 

1  .0 

-.1 

163.7 

2.9 

.  7 

-.1 

Rent,  reside nTiaT  . 

166.8 

2.8 

.2 

.2 

166.5 

2.8 

.3 

.2 

Other  renters'  costs  4/  . 

23  2.6 

3.2 

2.6 

-.7 

232.9 

3  .  1 

2 . 5 

-1  .  1 

Homeowners'  costs  3/  4/ . 

181.7 

2.9 

.  3 

.4 

165.7 

2.9 

.4 

.  4 

Owners'  equivalent  rent  3/  . 

182.1 

2.9 

.4 

.4 

166.0 

2.9 

.4 

.4 

Household  insurance  3/  4 T  . 

165.7 

2  .  3 

.2 

.0 

150.3 

1  .  7 

.3 

.  1 

Maintenance  and  repairs  IT  4/  . 

145.4 

4.3 

1  .  5 

1.5 

143.6 

4  .  1 

1  .  3 

1  .  3 

Maintenance  and  repair 

services  1/  4/  . 

153.8 

5.1 

2.5 

2.5 

155.9 

5.2 

2.6 

2.6 

Maintenance  and  repair 

commodities  1/  4/  . 

133.7 

2.8 

-.3 

-.3 

128.3 

2.8 

-.2 

-.2 

Fuel  and  other  utilities  2/  . 

132.1 

2.4 

.2 

.2 

131.9 

2.5 

.2 

.2 

Fuels  . 

119.6 

1 .9 

-.2 

.0 

119.1 

1  .8 

-.1 

.0 

Fuel  oil  and  other  household  fuel 

commodities  . 

94.7 

2.6 

-3.4 

-1  .9 

94 . 5 

2.6 

-3.2 

-1  .8 

Gas  (piped)  and  electricity  (energy 

127.3 

services ) . 

127.8 

1.8 

.2 

.  2 

1  .8 

.  2 

.  2 

Other  utilities  and  public 

services  4/  . 

162.4 

3  . 1 

.4 

.5 

163.2 

3 . 3 

.4 

.6 

Household  furnishings  and  operation  2/  . 

125.6 

.7 

-.1 

-.2 

124.1 

.  7 

-.1 

-.  1 

House  furnishings  4/  . 

110.7 

-.4 

-.4 

-.6 

109.5 

-.3 

-.5 

-.5 

Housekeeping  supplies  . 

144.0 

2  .  1 

.8 

.7 

144.4 

2.0 

.  7 

•  6 

Housekeeping  services  4 /  . 

152.1 

2.4 

.2 

.2 

154.7 

2.4 

.2 

.  2 

Apparel  and  upkeep  . 

Apparel  commodities  4/  . . 

Men's  and  boys'  apparel  . 

Women's  and  girls^  apparel . 

Infants'  and  toddlers’  apparel  1/  .... 

130.2 

1.5 

-1.7 

.2 

129.8 

1  .  5 

-1.5 

.2 

126.2 

1  .4 

-1..  9 

.  1 

126.1 

1  .4 

-1.7 

.2 

128.0 

2 . 3 

-.8 

.5 

128.0 

2.6 

-.6 

.8 

121.1 

2 . 2 

-3.6 

-.5 

120.6 

2  .  1 

-3 .4 

-.4 

131.3 

4.5 

-1.2 

-1 . 2 

132.0 

4.1 

-1.3 

-1.3 

Footwear  . 

125.9 

.2 

-.3 

1  .0 

126.8 

.0 

-.3 

.9 

Other  apparel  commodities  4/ . 

146.9 

-3.0 

.  3 

.4 

146.8 

-2  .  7 

.3 

.6 

Apparel  services  l_l  4 /  . 

163.5 

2,3 

.2 

.2 

162.6 

2 . 1 

.2 

.  2 

Transportation  . 

143.7 

.1 

-.2 

.1 

142.9 

-.3 

-.3 

.  1 

Private  transportation  . 

140.1 

-.3 

-.4 

.  1 

140.4 

-.5 

-.5 

1 

New  vehicles  . 

143.7 

.3 

-.3 

.  1 

144.9 

.4 

-.3 

.  1 

New  cars  . 

141.1 

.  1 

-.4 

.1 

140.7 

.  1 

-.4 

.  1 

Used  cars  . 

149.9 

-4.5 

-1  .  3 

-1.1 

151.4 

-4.2 

-1  .2 

-1  .  2 

Motor  fuel  . 

103.9 

-4.6 

-1  .  9 

-.2 

104.0 

-4.4 

-1.8 

-.4 

Gasoline  . 

103.5 

-4.9 

-1 . 8 

-.4 

103.6 

-4.7 

-1.8 

-.4 

Maintenance  and  repairs  . 

162.9 

3.0 

.  2 

.2 

164.0 

3 . 2 

.2 

.3 

Other  private  transportation  4/ . 

177.5 

2.3 

.5 

.5 

172.8 

2.1 

.  4 

.  5 

Other  private  transportation 

104.4 

commodities  4/ . 

105.3 

.  6 

.  6 

.7 

.  6 

.  6 

.  6 

Other  private  transportation 

194.5 

190.2 

services  4/  . 

2.5 

.  4 

.5 

2 . 4 

.  4 

.  5 

Public  transportaTion  . 

189.4 

3 . 7 

1.5 

.5 

186.2 

3  .  1 

1.2 

.9 

Medical  care  . 

234.8 

2.7 

.2 

.0 

234.2 

2.6 

.2 

.1 

Medical  care  commodities  . 

216.0 

2.4 

.0 

-.  1 

213.3 

2.3 

.0 

.0 

Medical  care  services  . 

239 . 2 

2.7 

.2 

.  1 

238 . 9 

2 . 7 

.2 

.  1 

Professional  medical  services  . 

215.9 

3.4 

.  2 

.1 

217.2 

3.5 

.2 

.  1 

Entertainment  4/  . 

162.6 

2.3 

-.1 

.1 

160.1 

2.2 

.0 

.1 

EntertainmenT  commodities  4/  . 

143.8 

.6 

-.1 

-.1 

142.7 

.6 

.0 

.0 

Entertainment  services  4 /  . 

184.5 

3.7 

.0 

.  2 

184.8 

3.7 

-.1 

.2 

Other  goods  and  services  2/  . 

223.5 

4.1 

.2 

.3 

220.3 

4.1 

.2 

.3 

Tobacco  and  smoking  products  . 

242.0 

3  .  7 

.3 

.4 

241.7 

3.6 

.  3 

.5 

Personal  care  1/  . 

152.6 

1  .  7 

-.1 

-.  1 

152.4 

1  . 6 

-.2 

-.2 

Toilet  goods  and  personal  care 

143.7 

144.6 

appliances  1/  . 

-.5 

-.3 

-.3 

-.3 

3 

- .  3 

Personal  care  services  1/  . . . 

Personal  and  educational  expenses  4/  ... 

162.5 

4.0 

-.1 

-.  i 

162.6 

4.1 

-.  i 

-.  i 

258.0 

5.0 

.3 

.  3 

253  .6 

5  .  1 

.  2 

.  3 

School  books  and  supplies  . 

23  7  .7 

5.8 

.2 

.4 

240 , 1 

6.5 

.2 

.4 

Personal  and  educational  services  4/  . 

259.8 

4.9 

.3 

.4 

255.0 

5.0 

.  2 

.  3 

Commodity  and  service  group 

All  items  . 

160.5 

2.2 

.  1 

.2 

157.5 

2.1 

.  1 

.2 

Commodities  . 

141.0 

1  .  1 

-.4 

.  1 

141.0 

.9 

-.4 

.  1 

Food  and  beverages  . 

157.5 

2 . 5 

.3 

.3 

157.0 

2.5 

.3 

.3 

Commodities  less  food  and  beverages  .... 

13  1.0 

.  1 

-.8 

-.2 

131.3 

-.1 

-.8 

-.2 

Nondurables  less  food  and  beverages  .. 

132.9 

.5 

-1.0 

.0 

132.9 

.4 

-.9 

.  1 

Apparel  commodities  4/  . 

126.2 

1  .4 

-1  .  9 

.  1 

126.1 

1.4 

-1  .  7 

.2 

Nondurables  less  foo7,  beverages. 

and  apparel  . 

139.3 

.0 

-.6 

-.1 

139.1 

-.1 

-.6 

-.2 

Durables  . 

128.3 

-.6 

-.5 

-.3 

128.0 

-.8 

-.5 

-.3 

Services  . 

180.1 

3.0 

.4 

.3 

177.1 

3.0 

.4 

.  3 

Rent  of  shelter  3/  . 

184.1 

2.9 

.5 

.2 

165.3 

2.9 

.5 

.2 

Household  services  less  rent  of 

she  1  ter  3/  4/ . 

147.5 

2.5 

.3 

.3 

135.5 

2.4 

.3 

.3 

Transportation  services  . 

185.6 

2.9 

.6 

.4 

182.9 

2  .  7 

.5 

.5 

Medical  care  services  . 

239.2 

2  .  7 

.2 

.  1 

238.9 

2.7 

.  2 

.  1 

Other  services  . 

209.1 

4.2 

.1 

.3 

205.9 

4.3 

.  1 

.2 

Special  indexes 

All  items  less  food  . 

161.1 

2.2 

.  1 

.2 

157.5 

1  .9 

.0 

.  1 

All  items  less  shelter  . 

155.6 

1  .8 

-.  1 

.  1 

153.6 

1  .  7 

-.1 

.  1 

All  items  less  homeowners'  costs  3/  4/ . 

161.3 

2.0 

.  I 

.1 

147.6 

1.8 

-.1 

.  1 

All  items  less  medical  care  . 

156.3 

2.2 

.  1 

.2 

153.8 

2.0 

.0 

.  1 

Commodities  less  food  . 

132.3 

.2 

-.8 

-.1 

132.5 

.  1 

-.7 

-.1 

Nondurables  less  food  . 

134.7 

.7 

-.9 

.0 

134.7 

.  7 

-.8 

.  1 

Nondurables  less  food  and  apparel  . 

140.8 

.4 

-.4 

.1 

140.4 

.3 

-.5 

.  1 

Nondurables  . 

145.4 

1.6 

-.3 

.2 

145.3 

1  .5 

-.3 

.3 

Services  less  rent  of  shelter  3/  4/  . 

188.8 

3  .  1 

.4 

.3 

168.2 

3.0 

.3 

.3 

Services  less  medical  care  services  . 

174.6 

3  .  1 

.5 

.3 

171.8 

3.0 

.4 

.4 

Energy  . 

All  items  less  energy  . 

111.4 

-1.0 

-.8 

-.1 

110.8 

-1.2 

-.9 

-.2 

167.0 

2.4 

.2 

.2 

164.0 

2 . 3 

.  1 

.  2 

All  items  less  food  and  energy  . 

169.5 

2.4 

.2 

.2 

165.9 

2.3 

.  1 

.  2 

Commodities  less  food  and 

energy  commodities  . 

141.5 

.9 

-.5 

-.1 

141.1 

.7 

-.5 

.0 

Energy  commodities  . 

103.1 

-3.8 

-2.0 

-.4 

103.4 

-3 . 9 

-2.0 

-.5 

Services  less  energy  services  . 

185.4 

3 . 1 

.4 

.3 

182.6 

3.0 

.4 

.3 

Purchasing  power  of  the  consumer  dollar: 

$.635 

1 982-84=$l .00  1/  . 

S  .623 

-2.2 

-.2 

-.2 

-2.0 

.0 

.0 

1  967  =  51 .00  1/  7 . 

.  208 

- 

- 

.213 

1/  Not  seasonally  adjusted. 

7/  This  index  series  will  undergo  a  change  in  composition  in  January,  1998. 

7/  U-population  indexes  on  a  December  1982=100  base;  W-population  indexes  on  a  December  1984=100  base. 

][/  This  index  series  will  no  longer  appear  in  its  present  form  after  December,  1997. 

Data  not  available. 

NOTE:  Index  applies  to  a  month  as  a  whole,  not  to  any  specific  date. 


Table  2.  Consumer  Price  Index  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U)  and  Consumer  Price  Index  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical 
Workers  (CPI-W):  Selected  areas,  all  items  index 


(1982-84-100,  unless  otherwise  noted) 


Area 


U.S.  city  average  . 

Region  and  area  size  J J 

Northeast  urban . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,200,000  ... 
Size  B  -  500,000  to  1,200,000  2/ 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  500,000  2/.T. 

North  Central  urban  . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,200,000  ... 
Size  B  -  360,000  to  1,206,000  2/ 

Size  C  -  50,600  to  366, 006  2/ ,T. 

Size  D  -  Nonmetropolitan 

(less  than  50,000)  .... 


South  urban  . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,200,000  ... 
Size  B  -  450,000  to  1  , 206,000  2/ 

Size  C  -  50,600  to  456,000  2/~. 
Size  D  -  Nonmetropolitan 

(less  than  50,000)  .... 


West  urban  . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,250,000 
Size  C  -  50,000  to  330, 060  2/ 


Size  classes 

A  3/  . 

B  7/  . 

C  7/  . 

D  7 . 


Selected  local  areas 

Chicago-Gary-Lake  County,  IL-IN-WI . 

Los  Angeles-Anaheim-Riverside ,  CA  . 

N ,Y. -Northern  N.J.-Long  Island,  NY-NJ-CT 
Phil.-Wilmington-Trenton, 

PA-NJ-DE-MD  4/  . 

San  Francisco-Oakland-San  Jose,  CA  4 /  .. 

Baltimore,  MD  5 /  . 

Bos t on-Lawrence-Sal em ,  MA-NH  . 

C 1  eve land-Akron-Lo rain ,  OH  . 

Miami-Fort  Lauderdale,  FL  . 

St.  Louis-East  St.  Louis,  MO-IL  6/  . 

Washington,  DC-MD-VA  $_/  . 

Dallas-Fort  Worth,  TX  . 

Detroit-Ann  Arbor,  MI  . 

Houston-Galveston-Brazoria ,  TX  . 

Pittsburgh-Beavgr  Valley,  PA  (±1  . 


CPI-U 


May 

1997 

Indexes 

June 

1997 

July 

1997 

Percent 
change  to 
July  1997 
f  rom- 
July  1996 

160.1 

160.3 

160.5 

2.2 

166.8 

167.0 

167.6 

2.6 

167.5 

167.7 

168.2 

2.5 

164.7 

165.2 

165.9 

2.5 

165.2 

165.6 

166.4 

3.0 

156.3 

156.7 

156.6 

2.2 

157.0 

157.3 

157.3 

2.3 

155.4 

155.7 

155.8 

2.2 

158.3 

158.7 

158.5 

2.5 

152.2 

15  2.6 

152.6 

1.5 

156.6 

157.0 

157.0 

1.9 

155.5 

155.8 

155.8 

1.7 

159.7 

160.4 

160.5 

2.4 

156.1 

156.4 

156.0 

1.5 

156.0 

156.3 

156.4 

2.6 

161.1 

161.0 

161.1 

2.0 

161.1 

161.1 

161.3 

2 . 1 

166.5 

166.0 

166.1 

2.3 

144.5 

144.6 

144.8 

2.2 

160.4 

160.7 

160.9 

2.2 

160.0 

160.2 

160.1 

2 . 1 

15  6.4 

156.6 

156.7 

2.0 

161.1 

161.7 

161.7 

2.5 

159.5 

159.4 

159.5 

1.2 

169.9 

170.3 

170.8 

2.5 

166.0 

166.1 

166.4 

2.2 

159.8 

160.0 

160.6 

3.0 

155.5 

.. 

156.9 

.8 

166.7 

- 

167.1 

3.1 

155.6 

— 

156.3 

2.8 

157.9 

— 

157.9 

3.6 

152.1 

— 

153.3 

2.3 

162.1 

- 

162.9 

1  .  7 

_ 

151.4 

_ 

_ 

155.0 

_ 

_ 

_ 

144.8 

- 

— 

- 

157.4 

— 

— 

CPI-W 


May 

997 

Indexes 

June 

1997 

July 

1997 

Pe  rcent 
change  to 
July  1997 
f  rom- 
July  1996 

157.2 

157.4 

157.5 

2.1 

164.1 

164.3 

164.7 

2.4 

163.8 

164.0 

164.3 

2.4 

162.3 

162.8 

163.5 

2.4 

166.9 

167.1 

167.5 

2.8 

152.8 

153.1 

153.1 

2.2 

152.7 

152.9 

152.9 

2.1 

151.5 

151.7 

151.9 

2.4 

155.6 

156.0 

155.7 

2.5 

150.2 

150.8 

150.7 

1.5 

155.1 

155.4 

155.3 

1.8 

153.6 

153.9 

153.9 

1.5 

155.7 

156.1 

156.2 

2.2 

156.0 

156.2 

155.7 

1.4 

156.3 

156.5 

156.6 

2.5 

157.8 

157.5 

157.6 

1.7 

156.1 

156.0 

156.2 

1.8 

163.2 

162.7 

162.9 

2.3 

143.3 

143.5 

143.6 

2.0 

157.3 

157.6 

157.8 

2.2 

159.1 

159.2 

159.1 

2.1 

155.6 

155.7 

155.8 

1.8 

155.5 

156.0 

156.0 

2.2 

154.0 

153.8 

153.8 

1.0 

166.0 

166.2 

166.6 

2.3 

165.2 

165.3 

165.5 

2.1 

156.8 

157.0 

157.5 

2.7 

154.3 

• 

155.6 

.6 

165.6 

— 

165.8 

3.0 

147.8 

— 

148.2 

2.7 

155.6 

* 

155.5 

3 . 1 

151.2 

— 

152.5 

2.3 

159.7 

- 

160.2 

1.6 

_ 

151.4 

_ 

— 

149.8 

— 

— 

— 

144.1 

mm 

- 

150.8 

- 

- 

1/  Regions  defined  as  the  four  Census  regions.  See  map  in  technical  notes. 

7/  Starting  in  January,  1998,  a  new  Size  Class  B/C  will  be  introduced,  composed  of  current 

Size  Class  B  and  Size  Class  C  cities.  There  will  be  no  individual  Size  Class  B  or  Size  Class  C. 

3/  Indexes  on  a  December  1986=100  base. 

5/  Indexes  for  the  cities  of  Philadelphia  and  San  Francisco  will  no  longer  be  published  on  a  monthly 

basis  starting  in  January,  1998.  Beginning  in  February,  1998  they  will  be  published  on  a 
bi-monthly  basis. 

5 /  Indexes  for  the  cities  of  Washington  and  Baltimore  will  no  longer  be  published  separately  after  December,  1997. 

Beginning  in  January,  1998  the  two  cities  will  be  published  as  a  Washing ton-Ba 1 t imo re 
combined  metropolitan  area. 

bl  Indexes  for  the  cities  of  Pittsburgh  and  St.  Louis  will  no  longer  be  published  on  a  bi-monthly 

basis  after  December,  1997.  Beginning  in  July,  1998  they  will  be  published  semi-annually,  each 
January  and  July. 

Data  not  available. 

NOTE:  Local  area  CPI  indexes  are  byproducts  of  the  national  CPI  program.  Each  local  index  has  a  smaller  sample  size 

than  the  national  index  and  is,  therefore,  subject  to  substantially  more  sampling  and  other  measurement  error. 
As  a  result,  local  area  indexes  show  greater  volatility  than  the  national  index,  although  their  long-term 
trends  are  similar.  Therefore,  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  strongly  urges  users  to  consider  adopting  the 
national  average  CPI  for  use  in  their  escalator  clauses. 


BRIEF  EXPLANATION  OF  THE  CPI 


The  Consumer  Price  Index  (CPI)  is  a  measure  of  the  average  change 
in  prices  over  time  in  a  fixed  market  basket  of  goods  and  services. 
Two  CPIs  are  published:  1)The  CPI  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI- 
U)  which  covers  about  80  percent  of  the  total  population  and  2)  the 
CPI  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers  (CPI-W)  which 
covers  32  percent  of  the  total  population.  The  CPI  is  based  on  prices 
of  food,  clothing,  shelter,  transportation,  medical  care,  and  other  goods 
and  services  that  people  buy  for  day-to-day  living.  In  calculating  the 
Index,  price  changes  for  the  various  items  in  85  locations  are  averaged 
together  with  weights  which  represent  their  importance  in  the  spending 
of  the  appropriate  population  group.  Indexes  for  different  months  are 
usually  compared  in  relative  terms.  Thus,  an  index  of  133.5  is  1.063 
times  higher  than  an  index  of  125.6  (133.5/125.6-1.063);  in  other 
words,  prices  increased  6.3 percent. The  CPI  is  used  as  an  indicator 
of  inflation,  a  deflator  of  other  economic  series,  and  as  an  escalator 
for  income  payments. 


More  detail. Th\s  news  release  from  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor  provides  summary  data  from  the 
Consumer  Price  Index.  The  full  release  is  available  electronically 
at  release  time.  For  Information,  call  202-606-5902.  CPI  data  also 
are  available  on  diskette  and  tape.  For  information,  call  202-606- 
7000.  If  you  have  any  questions  about  the  CPI ,  please  write  to  the 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  Division  of  Consumer  Prices  and  Price 
Indexes,  Room  361 5PSB,  Washington,  DC  20212,  or  call  202-606- 
7000.  Full  detail  is  available  in  the  monthly  periodical  CPI  Detailed 
Report,  available  for  $25  per  year  from  New  Orders,  Government 
Printing  Office,  PO.  Box  371 954,  Pittsburgh,  PA  15250-7954.  This 
information  will  be  made  available  to  sensory  impaired  individuals 
upon  request.  Voice  phone:  202-606-STAT,  TDD  phone:  202-606- 
5897,  TDD  Message  Referral  Phone:  1-800-326-2577.  For  a 
recorded  message  of  summary  CPI  data,  call  202-606-STAT. 
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CPI  for  All  Urban  Consumers  ( CPI -U) -Analysis 


On  a  seasonally  adjusted  basis,  the  CPI-U  rose  0.2  percent  in  August,  the  same  as  in  July.  The  food 
index  increased  0.4  percent  in  August.  Grocery  store  food  prices,  which  rose  0.3  percent  in  July, 
increased  0.6  percent  in  August,  reflecting  a  larger  increase  in  prices  for  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables. 

The  energy  index,  which  had  exerted  a  moderating  effect  on  the  CPI-U  throughout  most  of  1997,  increased  1.7 
percent  in  August.  The  index  for  petroleum-based  energy  rose  4.3  percent,  while  the  index  for  energy 
services  fell  0.8  percent.  Excluding  food  and  energy,  the  CPI-U  rose  0.1  percent,  following  an  increase  of 
0.2  percent  in  July.  The  smaller  advance  in  August  reflects  declines  in  the  indexes  for  apparel  and  upkeep 
and  for  airline  fares. 

NEXT  CPI  RELEASE;  SEPTEMBER  DATA  ON  OCTOBER  16,  1997  8:30  A.M.  (EDT) ;  TRY  OUR  CPI  QUICKLINE:  call  202-606-6994 


Note:  The  1998  CPI  revision  will  result  in  several  improvements  to  the  index  effective  with  the 
release  of  data  for  January  1998.  A  new  set  of  expenditure  weights,  using  1993-95  Consumer 
Expenditure  Survey  data,  will  replace  the  1982-84  weights  now  used  in  the  CPI.  The  CPI  also  will 
employ  a  new  geographic  sample,  a  new  item  structure,  and  a  new  variance-based  publication  system. 

The  Internet  web  site  at  http : //stats .bis . gov/cpihome .htm  includes  articles  on  the  1998  CPI  Revision 
from  the  December  1996  Monthly  Labor  Review.  CPI  Revision  user  conferences  will  be  offered  around  the 
country  to  brief  interested  groups  or  individuals.  Dates  for  these  briefings  will  be  posted  on  the 
CPI  web  site.  Information  on  the  CPI  Revision  and  the  briefings  also  is  available  by  calling 
(202)  606-7000. 


Table  1.  Consumer  Price  Index  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U)  and  Consumer  Price  Index  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers 
(CPI-W):  U.S.  city  average,  by  expenditure  category  and  commodity  and  service  group 

(1982-84=100,  unless  otherwise  noted) 


CPI-U  CPI-W 


Unad- 

Unadjusted 

Seasonal ly 

Unad- 

Unadjusted 

Seasonal ly 

justed 

percent 

change  to 

adjusted 

justed 

percent 

change  to 

adjusted 

indexes 

Aug.  1997  from- 

percent 

indexes 

Aug.  1997  from- 

pe  rcent 

Aug . 

1997 

Aug  . 
1996 

July 

1997 

change  from- 
July  to  Aug. 

Aug . 
1997 

Aug  . 
1996 

July 

1997 

change  from 
July  to  Aug 

Expenditure  category 

All  items  . 

160.8 

2 . 2 

0 . 2 

0.2 

157.8 

2 . 1 

0.2 

0 . 2 

All  items  (1967=100)  . 

481.6 

- 

- 

470.0 

“ 

Food  and  beverages  . 

158.1 

2 . 5 

.4 

.4 

157.6 

2.5 

.4 

.  4 

Food  . 

157.6 

2.5 

.4 

.4 

157.1 

2.4 

.  3 

.3 

Food  at  home  . 

158.5 

2.4 

.5 

.6 

157.6 

2.3 

.4 

.4 

Cereals  and  bakery  products  . 

178.6 

2  .  1 

.  2 

.2 

178.2 

1  .9 

.  2 

.  1 

Meats,  poultry,  fish,  and  eggs  . 

149.1 

2.4 

.6 

.  1 

148.8 

2.4 

.5 

.0 

Dairy  products  1/  . 

143.4 

-.8 

.  1 

.  1 

143.0 

-.9 

.0 

.0 

Fruits  and  vegeTables  2/  . 

187.3 

2 . 9 

1  .  5 

2.8 

186.9 

2.8 

1  .  6 

2.6 

Other  food  at  home  . 

148.7 

3.8 

.  1 

.  1 

148.0 

3.6 

.  1 

.0 

Sugar  and  sweets  . 

147.8 

2 . 2 

-.9 

-.8 

147.8 

2  .  3 

-  .  9 

-.8 

Fats  and  oils  . 

141.4 

.  4 

.0 

.4 

141.2 

.4 

.  1 

.6 

Nonalcoholic  beverages  . 

136.7 

6.4 

.3 

.0 

135.2 

5.6 

.  2 

-.1 

Other  prepared  food  . 

Food  away  from  home  . 

161.8 

3.5 

.  3 

.2 

161.6 

3.4 

.  2 

.  2 

157.4 

2.8 

.  2 

.  2 

157.4 

2.8 

.  2 

.  2 

Alcoholic  beverages  . 

163.2 

2  .  7 

.2 

.  3 

162.5 

2 . 7 

.  2 

.4 

Housing  2/  . 

157.6 

2.3 

.  1 

.  1 

154.2 

2.3 

.  i 

.0 

Shelter  . 

177.5 

3.0 

.3 

.2 

172.3 

3.0 

.  3 

.  2 

Renters'  costs  3/  4/ . 

189.1 

3  .  1 

.4 

.  2 

164.3 

3  .  1 

.4 

.  3 

Rent,  residenTiaT  . 

167.3 

3.0 

.3 

.  3 

167.0 

3.0 

.3 

.  3 

Other  renters'  costs  4/  . 

23  3.9 

3 . 5 

.6 

.0 

234.2 

3.4 

.6 

.3 

Homeowners'  costs  3/  4/ . 

182.2 

2.9 

.3 

.3 

166.2 

3.0 

.  3 

.  1 

Owners'  equivalent  rent  3/  . 

182.6 

3.0 

.3 

.3 

166.5 

3.0 

.3 

.2 

Household  insurance  3/  47  . 

166.3 

2 . 5 

.4 

.4 

150.9 

2.0 

.4 

.4 

Maintenance  and  repairs  17  4/  . 

145.5 

4.2 

.  1 

.  1 

143.8 

4 . 2 

.  1 

.  1 

Maintenance  and  repair 

services  1/  4/  . 

154.4 

5.0 

.  4 

.4 

156.5 

5.0 

.  4 

.4 

Maintenance  and  repair 

commodities  1  '  4/  . 

13  3.1 

2.7 

-.4 

-.4 

128.0 

3  .  1 

-.2 

-.2 

Fuel  and  other  utiliTies  2/  . 

13  1.4 

1  .5 

-.5 

-.5 

13  1.2 

1  .  5 

-.5 

-.5 

Fuels  . 

118.6 

.6 

-.8 

-.8 

118.1 

.5 

-.8 

-.8 

Fuel  oil  and  other  household  fuel 

commodities  . 

93.5 

1.4 

-1.3 

-.7 

93 . 2 

1  .  2 

-1.4 

-.6 

Gas  (piped)  and  electricity  (energy 

126.7 

126.2 

services) . 

.5 

-.9 

-.8 

.  4 

-  .  9 

- .  7 

Other  utilities  and  public 

services  4/  . 

162.1 

2.6 

-.2 

-.2 

162.9 

2.8 

-.2 

-,i 

Household  furnishings  and  operation  2/  . 

125.2 

.  3 

-  .  3 

3 

123.7 

.  3 

-.3 

-.3 

Hous e f u r n i sh i ngs  4/  . 

110.2 

-1 .0 

-.5 

-.5 

109.1 

-.8 

-.4 

-.5 

Housekeeping  supplies  . 

142.9 

1  .  3 

-.8 

-.6 

143.4 

1  .  1 

-.7 

- .  7 

Housekeeping  services  4/  . 

152.6 

2 . 7 

.  3 

.4 

155.2 

2.6 

.3 

.  4 

Apparel  and  upkeep  . 

130.0 

1.5 

-.2 

-1 .0 

129.4 

1  .  5 

-.3 

-1  .0 

Apparel  commodities  4/  . 

Men's  and  boys'  apparel  . 

Women's  and  girls'  apparel . 

Infants'  and  toddlers'  apparel  1/  .... 

125.9 

1  .4 

-.2 

-1.0 

125.7 

1  .  5 

-.3 

-1  .  1 

128.9 

2. 1 

.  7 

.  1 

128.8 

2.5 

.6 

.0 

120.3 

1  .  9 

-.7 

-2.0 

119.6 

1  .  9 

-.8 

-2.1 

127.3 

1.8 

-3.0 

-3.0 

128.4 

1  .  3 

-2.7 

-2 . 7 

Footwear  . 

126.3 

1  .  3 

.  3 

.6 

127.3 

1 .0 

.  4 

.  7 

Other  apparel  commodities  4/ . 

145.8 

-2 . 3 

-.7 

-1.2 

145.7 

-1  .4 

-.7 

-1  .  7 

Apparel  services  1/  4/  . 

163.6 

2 . 1 

.  1 

.  1 

162.7 

1  .9 

.  1 

.  1 

Transportation  . 

143.8 

.  7 

.  1 

.6 

143.3 

.5 

.  3 

.  7 

Private  transportation  . 

140.8 

.6 

.5 

.  9 

141.1 

.4 

.  5 

.  9 

New  vehic 1 es  . 

143.0 

.  1 

-.5 

-.  1 

144.3 

.  2 

-.4 

-.2 

New  cars  . 

140.4 

-.2 

-.5 

-.  i 

140.0 

-.2 

-.5 

-.  1 

Used  cars  . 

148.5 

-5 . 2 

-.9 

-.8 

149.9 

-5.0 

-1.0 

-.  7 

Motor  fuel  . 

107.6 

1  .  1 

3.6 

4 . 9 

107.7 

1  .  3 

3.6 

5.0 

Gasoline  . 

107.4 

1.2 

3.8 

5.4 

107.6 

1  .  5 

3 . 9 

5 . 5 

Maintenance  and  repairs  . 

163.3 

3.0 

.2 

.  1 

164.2 

2 . 9 

.  1 

.  1 

Other  private  transportation  4/ . 

177.4 

1  .9 

-.1 

-.  1 

172.7 

1  .8 

-.1 

.0 

Other  private  transportation 

104.8 

104.0 

commod i ties  4/ . 

.0 

-.5 

- .  6 

.0 

-  .  4 

-.5 

Other  private  transportation 

194.5 

services  4 /  . 

2.2 

.0 

.0 

190.1 

2.0 

-,i 

.  1 

Public  transportation  . 

183.4 

1  . 1 

-3 . 2 

-1  .  9 

181.6 

1 . 2 

-2  .  5 

-1 .6 

Medical  care  . 

235  .2 

2.6 

.2 

.2 

234.6 

2.7 

.2 

.2 

Medical  care  commodities  . 

215.5 

2.1 

-.2 

-.1 

212.5 

1  .  9 

-.4 

-.2 

Medical  care  services  . 

239.8 

2 . 7 

.3 

.3 

239.5 

2  .  7 

.3 

.3 

Professional  medical  services  . 

216.3 

3.4 

.2 

.3 

217.7 

3.5 

.  2 

.3 

Entertainment  4/  . 

163.0 

2.4 

.2 

.  2 

160 . 6 

2.3 

.3 

.4 

Entertainment  commodities  4/  . 

144.6 

1 .0 

.6 

.6 

143.5 

.  9 

.6 

.6 

Entertainment  services  4/  . 

184.3 

3.5 

-.1 

.  1 

184.9 

3 . 7 

.  1 

.  1 

Other  goods  and  services  2/  . 

225  .7 

4.3 

1  .0 

.6 

222  .  1 

4.3 

.8 

.  5 

Tobacco  and  smoking  products  . 

243.4 

4.3 

.6 

.  7 

243.0 

4 . 3 

.  5 

.6 

Personal  care  1/  . 

152.5 

1.3 

-.  1 

-.1 

152.4 

1  .3 

.0 

.0 

Toilet  goods  and  personal  care 

appliances  1 /  . 

143.5 

-1.0 

-.  1 

-.  1 

144.4 

-.8 

-.  1 

-.1 

Personal  care  services  1/  . 

162.7 

4.0 

.  1 

.  1 

162.8 

4.0 

.  1 

.  1 

Personal  and  educational  expenses  4/  ... 

261.6 

5.2 

1.4 

.  7 

256.8 

5  .  2 

1  .  3 

.  6 

School  books  and  supplies  . 

240.0 

5.4 

1  .0 

.  7 

241.9 

5  .  7 

.  7 

.4 

Personal  and  educational  services  4/  . 

263 . 5 

5.2 

1.4 

.7 

258.3 

5  .  1 

1.3 

.6 

Commodity  and  service  group 

All  i terns  . 

160.8 

2.2 

.2 

.2 

157.8 

2 . 1 

.2 

.  2 

Commodities  . 

141.4 

1  .4 

.3 

.4 

141.4 

1  .3 

.3 

.  4 

Food  and  beverages  . 

158.1 

2.5 

.4 

.  4 

157.6 

2  .  5 

.4 

.4 

Commodities  less  food  and  beverages  .... 

13  1.3 

.6 

.2 

.  3 

131.6 

.  5 

.  2 

.4 

Nondurables  less  food  and  beverages  .. 

133.8 

1  .  7 

.  7 

.6 

133.9 

1.7 

.  8 

.8 

Apparel  commodities  4/  . 

125.9 

1  .4 

-.2 

-1  .0 

125.7 

1  .5 

-.3 

-1  .  1 

Nondurables  less  fool,  beverages. 

and  apparel  . 

140.8 

1  .7 

1  .  1 

1  .  5 

140.8 

1  .9 

1 . 2 

1  .  8 

Durables  . 

127.7 

-.9 

-  .  5 

-.3 

127.4 

-1  .  2 

-.5 

-.3 

Services  . 

180.3 

2 . 9 

.  1 

.  i 

177.4 

2 . 8 

.  2 

.  i 

Rent  of  she  Iter  3/  . 

184.7 

3.0 

.3 

.  3 

165.8 

3.0 

.  3 

.  2 

Household  services  less  rent  of 

shelter  3/  4/ . 

146.9 

1 . 7 

-.4 

-.5 

135.0 

1 . 7 

-.4 

-.4 

Transportation  services  . 

184.3 

2.0 

-.7 

-.4 

182.1 

2  .  1 

-.4 

-.2 

Medical  care  services  . 

239.8 

2 . 7 

.  3 

.3 

239.5 

2.7 

.3 

.3 

Other  services  . 

210.7 

4.4 

.8 

.4 

207.4 

4.4 

.  7 

.4 

Special  indexes 

All  items  less  food  . 

161.3 

2.2 

.  1 

.1 

157.8 

2.1 

.2 

.  2 

All  items  less  shelter  . 

155.9 

2.0 

.  2 

.  2 

153.9 

1 .8 

.  2 

.  3 

All  items  less  homeowners'  costs  3/  4/ . 

161.6 

2 . 1 

.  2 

.  2 

147.9 

1  .  9 

.2 

.  2 

All  items  less  medical  care  . 

156.6 

2 . 2 

.  2 

.  2 

154.2 

2  .  1 

.  3 

.  3 

Commodities  less  food  . 

132.6 

.  7 

.2 

.  3 

132.9 

.  7 

.  3 

.  4 

Nondurables  less  food  . 

135.5 

1  .  7 

.  6 

.  5 

135.6 

1  .  9 

.  7 

.  7 

Nondurables  less  food  and  apparel  . 

142.1 

1  .9 

.9 

1  .6 

141.9 

1  .  9 

1  .  1 

1  .8 

Nondurables  . 

146.1 

2.  1 

.  5 

.  5 

146.0 

2  .  1 

.  5 

.6 

Services  less  rent  of  shelter  3/  4/  . 

188.7 

2 . 7 

-.  1 

-.2 

168.2 

2.7 

.0 

.0 

Services  less  medical  care  services  . 

174.8 

2.9 

.  1 

.  1 

172.0 

2 . 8 

.  1 

-.  1 

Energy  . 

112.5 

.8 

1  .0 

1  .  7 

112.2 

1  .0 

1  .3 

2.0 

All  items  less  energy  . 

167.3 

2.4 

.2 

.  1 

164.2 

2  .  2 

.  1 

.  1 

All  items  less  food  and  energy  . 

169.6 

2.3 

.  1 

.  1 

166.0 

2.2 

.  1 

.0 

Commodities  less  food  and 

energy  commodities  . 

141.2 

.6 

-.2 

-.3 

140.8 

.6 

-.2 

-.4 

Energy  commodities  . 

106.2 

1  .  1 

3.0 

4 . 3 

106 . 7 

1  .  3 

3  .  2 

4 . 5 

Services  less  energy  services  . 

185.8 

3.0 

.  2 

.2 

183.0 

3.0 

.  2 

.  2 

Purchasing  power  of  the  consumer  dollar: 

S.634 

1982-84=S1.00  1/  . 

S  .622 

-2 . 2 

-.2 

-.2 

-2.0 

-.2 

-.2 

1967=51 .00  1/  7 . 

.  208 

~ 

.213 

- 

1/  Not  seasonally  adjusted. 

77  This  index  series  will  undergo  a  change  in  composition  in  January.  1998. 

17  U-popu 1  a  t ion  indexes  on  a  December  1982=100  base;  W-population  indexes  on  a  December  1984=100  base. 

57  This  index  series  will  no  longer  appear  in  its  present  form  after  December,  1997. 

-  Data  not  available. 

NOTE:  Index  applies  to  a  month  as  a  whole,  not  to  any  specific  date. 


Table  2.  Consumer  Price  Index  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U)  and  Consumer  Price  Index  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical 
Workers  (CPI-W):  Selected  areas,  all  items  index 


(1982-84=100,  unless  otherwise  noted) 


Area 


U.S.  city  average  . 

Region  and  area  size  y/ 

Northeast  urban . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,200,000  ... 
Size  B  -  500.000  to  1,200.000  2/ 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  500,000  2/ .7. 

North  Central  urban  . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,200,000  ... 
Size  B  -  360,000  to  1,200,000  2/ 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  360,000  2/.T. 
Size  D  -  Nonmetropolitan 

(less  than  50,000)  .... 


South  urban  . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,200,000  ... 
Size  B  -  450,000  to  1,200,000  2/ 

Size  C  -  50 , 600  to  450, 000  2./. 7. 

Size  D  -  Nonmetropolitan 

(less  than  50,000)  .... 


West  urban  . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,250,000 
Size  C  -  50,000  to  330  , oOo  2 / 


Size  classes 

A  3/  . 

B  7/  . 

C  7/  . 

D  7 . 


Selected  local  areas 

Chicago-Gary-Lake  County,  IL-IN-WI . 

Los  Angeles-Anaheim-Riverside ,  CA  . 

N . Y . -No rt he rn  N.J.-Long  Island,  NY-NJ-CT 
Phil ,-Wilmington-Trenton, 

PA-NJ-DE-MD  5/  . 

San  Francisco-Oakland-San  Jose,  CA  4/  .. 

Baltimore,  MD  . 

Bost on-Lawrence-Sa 1 em ,  MA-NH  . 

C leve land-Akron-Lorain ,  OH  . 

Miami-Fort  Lauderdale,  FL  . 

St.  Louis-East  St.  Louis,  MO-IL  6/  . 

Washington,  DC-MD-VA  5 j  . 

Dallas-Fort  Worth,  TX  . 

Detroit-Ann  Arbor,  MI  . 

Houston-Gal veston-Brazoria ,  TX  . 

Pittsburgh-Beaver  Valley,  PA  6/  . 


CPI-U 

CPI-W 

I ndexes 

Percent 

Indexes 

Percent 

change  to 

change  to 

Aug.  1997 

Aue.  1997 

June 

1997 

July 

1997 

Aug  . 
1997 

i  rom- 
Aug.  1996 

June 

1997 

July  Aug. 

1997  1997 

r  rom- 
Aug.  1996 

160.3 

160.5 

160.8 

2 . 2 

157.4 

157.5 

157.8 

2.1 

167.0 

167.6 

167.8 

2.3 

164.3 

164.7 

164.9 

2.2 

167.7 

168.2 

168.4 

2.2 

164.0 

164.3 

164.5 

2.2 

165.2 

165.9 

166.2 

2.5 

162.8 

163.5 

163.7 

2.3 

165.6 

166.4 

166.8 

3  . 1 

167.1 

167.5 

167.8 

2.8 

156.7 

156.6 

157.2 

2.5 

153.1 

153.1 

153.6 

2.5 

157.3 

157.3 

158.0 

2.6 

152.9 

152.9 

153.6 

2.5 

155.7 

155.8 

156.3 

2.3 

151.7 

151.9 

152.3 

2.4 

158.7 

158.5 

158.8 

2.7 

156.0 

155.7 

156.1 

2.8 

152.6 

152.6 

152.6 

1  .5 

150.8 

150.7 

150.9 

1  .6 

157.0 

157.0 

157.1 

1.9 

155.4 

155.3 

155.5 

1  .8 

155.8 

155.8 

155.9 

1  .8 

153.9 

153.9 

154.0 

1  .7 

160.4 

160.5 

160.8 

2.5 

156.1 

156.2 

156.5 

2.2 

156.4 

156.0 

156.1 

1.4 

156.2 

155.7 

155.9 

1  .3 

156.3 

156.4 

156.4 

2.5 

156.5 

156.6 

157.0 

2.5 

161.0 

161.1 

161.5 

2.2 

157.5 

157.6 

158.0 

2.0 

161.1 

161.3 

161.7 

2 . 3 

156.0 

156.2 

156.5 

2.0 

166.0 

166.1 

166.8 

2.6 

162.7 

162.9 

163.5 

2.5 

144.6 

144.8 

145.1 

2.3 

143.5 

143.6 

143.9 

2.1 

160.7 

160.9 

161.2 

2.3 

157.6 

157.8 

158.0 

2.2 

160.2 

160.1 

160.5 

2 . 2 

159.2 

159.1 

159.4 

2.2 

156.6 

156.7 

156.8 

1  .8 

155.7 

155.8 

156.0 

1  .8 

161.7 

161.7 

162.5 

2.8 

156.0 

156.0 

156.7 

2.5 

159.4 

159.5 

159.7 

1  .5 

153.8 

153.8 

154.0 

1.4 

170.3 

170.8 

170.8 

2 . 2 

166.2 

166.6 

166.7 

2.1 

166.1 

166.4 

166.8 

2.0 

165.3 

165.5 

165.9 

1  .8 

160.0 

160.6 

161.2 

3.6 

157.0 

157.5 

158.1 

3 . 3 

_ 

156.9 

_ 

_ 

155.6 

_ 

_ 

- 

167.1 

- 

- 

— 

165.8 

_ 

_ 

- 

156.3 

— 

- 

148.2 

_ 

_ 

— 

157.9 

— 

- 

- 

155.5 

- 

_ 

— 

153.3 

- 

- 

_ 

152.5 

- 

_ 

- 

162.9 

- 

- 

- 

160.2 

- 

- 

151.4 

_ 

151.2 

1  .  1 

151.4 

_ 

151.1 

1 . 1 

155.0 

— 

156.9 

2.8 

149.8 

— 

151.6 

2.4 

144.8 

- 

145.4 

1 .8 

144.1 

144.9 

1  .9 

157.4 

- 

157.5 

2.5 

150.8 

- 

151.0 

2.6 

1/  Regions  defined  as  the  four  Census  regions.  See  map  in  technical  notes. 

7/  Starting  in  January,  1998,  a  new  Size  Class  B/C  will  be  introduced,  composed  of  current 

Size  Class  B  and  Size  Class  C  cities.  There  will  be  no  individual  Size  Class  B  or  Size  Class  C. 

3/  Indexes  on  a  December  1986=100  base. 

5/  Indexes  for  the  cities  of  Philadelphia  and  San  Francisco  will  no  longer  be  published  on  a  monthly 

basis  starting  in  January,  1998.  Beginning  in  February,  1998  they  will  be  published  on  a 
bi-monthly  basis. 

V  Indexes  for  the  cities  of  Washington  and  Baltimore  will  no  longer  be  published  separately  after  December,  1997. 

Beginning  in  January,  1998  the  two  cities  will  be  published  as  a  Washington-Ba 1 t imo re 
combined  metropolitan  area. 

6./  Indexes  for  the  cities  of  Pittsburgh  and  St.  Louis  will  no  longer  be  published  on  a  bi-monthly 

basis  after  December,  1997.  Beginning  in  July,  1998  they  will  be  published  semi-annually,  each 
January  and  July. 

-  Data  not  available. 

NOTE:  Local  area  CPI  indexes  are  byproducts  of  the  national  CPI  program.  Each  local  index  has  a  smaller  sample  size 

than  the  national  index  and  is,  therefore,  subject  to  substantially  more  sampling  and  other  measurement  error. 
As  a  result,  local  area  indexes  show  greater  volatility  than  the  national  index,  although  their  long-term 
trends  are  similar.  Therefore,  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  strongly  urges  users  to  consider  adopting  the 
national  average  CPI  for  use  in  their  escalator  clauses. 


BRIEF  EXPLANATION  OFTHE  CPI 


The  Consumer  Price  Index  (CPI)  is  a  measure  of  the  average  change 
in  prices  over  time  in  a  fixed  market  basket  of  goods  and  services. 
Two  CPIs  are  published:  1 )  The  CPI  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI- 
U)  which  covers  about  80  percent  of  the  total  population  and  2)  the 
CPI  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers  (CPI-W)  which 
covers  32  percent  of  the  total  population.  The  CPI  is  based  on  prices 
of  food,  clothing,  shelter,  transportation,  medical  care,  and  other  goods 
and  services  that  people  buy  for  day-to-day  living.  In  calculating  the 
Index,  price  changes  for  the  various  items  in  85  locations  are  averaged 
together  with  weights  which  represent  their  importance  in  the  spending 
of  the  appropriate  population  group.  Indexes  for  different  months  are 
usually  compared  in  relative  terms.  Thus,  an  index  of  133.5  is  1.063 
times  higher  than  an  index  of  125.6  (133.5/125.6=1 .063);  in  other 
words,  prices  increased  6.3 percent. The  CPI  is  used  as  an  indicator 
of  inflation,  a  deflator  of  other  economic  series,  and  as  an  escalator 
for  income  payments. 


More  detail. This  news  release  from  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor  provides  summary  data  from  the 
Consumer  Price  Index.  The  full  release  is  available  electronically 
at  release  time.  For  Information,  call  202-606-5902.  CPI  data  also 
are  available  on  diskette  and  tape.  For  information,  call  202-606- 
7000.  If  you  have  any  questions  about  the  CPI,  please  write  to  the 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  Division  of  Consumer  Prices  and  Price 
Indexes,  Room  361 5PSB,  Washington,  DC  20212,  or  call  202-606- 
7000.  Full  detail  is  available  in  the  monthly  periodical  CPI  Detailed 
Report,  available  for  $25  per  year  from  New  Orders,  Government 
Printing  Office,  PO.  Box  371 954,  Pittsburgh,  PA  15250-7954. This 
information  will  be  made  available  to  sensory  impaired  individuals 
upon  request.  Voice  phone:  202-606-STAT,  TDD  phone:  202-606- 
5897,  TDD  Message  Referral  Phone:  1-800-326-2577.  For  a 
recorded  message  of  summary  CPI  data,  call  202-606-STAT. 
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CPI  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U) -Analysis 


On  a  seasonally  adjusted  basis,  the  CPI-U  rose  0.2  percent  in  September,  the  same  as  in 
each  of  the  preceding  two  months.  The  food  index  increased  0.1  percent  in  September. 

Grocery  store  food  prices,  which  rose  0.6  percent  in  August,  declined  0.1  percent  in 
September,  reflecting  decreases  in  the  indexes  for  fruits  and  vegetables  and  for  meats, 
poultry,  fish,  and  eggs.  The  energy  index,  which  increased  1.7  percent  in  August,  rose 
1.3  percent  in  September.  The  index  for  petroleum-based  energy  rose  1.5  percent  and  the 
index  for  energy  services,  1.1  percent.  Excluding  food  and  energy,  the  CPI-U  rose  0.2 
percent,  following  an  increase  of  0.1  percent  in  August.  The  larger  advance  in  September 
reflects  an  upturn  in  the  indexes  for  apparel  and  upkeep  and  for  airline  fares. 

NEXT  CPI  RELEASE:  OCTOBER  DATA  ON  NOVEMBER  18,  1997  8:30  A.M.  (EST)  »  TRY  OUR  CPI  QUICKLINE:  202-606-6994 


Note:  The  1998  CPI  Revision  will  result  in  several  improvements  to  the  index  effective  with  the  release  of  data  for  January  1998.  A 
new  set  of  expenditure  weights,  using  1993-95  Consumer  Expenditure  Survey  data,  will  replace  the  1982-84  weights  now  used  in  the 
CPI.  The  CPI  will  also  employ  a  new  geographic  sample,  a  new  item  structure,  and  a  new  variance-based  publication  system.  The 
Internet  web  site  at  http://stats.bls.gov/cpihome.htm  includes  articles  on  the  1998  CPI  Revision  from  the  December  1996  Monthly 
Labor  Review. 

In  addition,  briefings  have  been  scheduled  around  the  country  for  interested  groups  or  individuals  on  the  1998  CPI  Revision;  see 
schedule  below.  They  are  free  and  open  to  the  public.  Call  (202)  606-7000  for  more  information. 


Location 

Briefing  Date 

Location 

Briefing  Date 

Location 

Briefing  Date 

Washington,  DC 

Nov.  12,  1997 

Seattle 

Dec.  1,  1997 

Dallas 

Dec.  11,  1997 

Pittsburgh 

Nov.  13,  1997 

San  Francisco 

Dec.  3,  1997 

Atlanta 

Jan.  20,  1998 

Philadelphia 

Nov.  14,  1997 

Los  Angeles 

Dec.  4,  1997 

Baltimore 

Jan.  26,  1998 

Kansas  City 

Nov.  20,  1997 

Boston 

Dec.  9,  1997 

New  York 

Jan.  29,  1998 

St.  Louis 

Nov.  21,  1997 

Houston 

Dec.  10,  1997 

Chicago 

Feb.  4,  1998 

Table  1.  Consumer  Price  Index  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U)  arid  Consumer  Price  Index  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Worker.* 
(CPI-W):  U.S.  city  average,  by  expenditure  category  and  commodity  and  service  group 

(1982-84=100,  unless  otherwise  noted) 


CPI-U 


CPT  -W 


Expenditure  category 


All  items  . 

All  items  (1967=100) 


Food  and  beverages  . 

Food  . 

Food  at  home  . 

Cereals  and  bakery  products  .  . 
Meats,  poultry,  fisn,  and  eggs 

Dairy  products  1/  . 

Fruits  and  vegeTables  2/  . 

Other  food  at  home  . 

Sugar  and  sweets  . 

Fats  and  oils  . 

Nonalcoholic  beverages  . 

Other  prepared  food  . 

Food  away  from  home  . 

Alcoholic  beverages  . 


Housing  2/  . 

Shelter  . 

Renters'  costs  3/  4/ . 

Rent,  reside nTiaT  . 

Other  renters'  costs  _4  /  . . 

Homeowners'  costs  3_/  4./ . 

Owners'  equivalent  rent  3/  . 

Household  insurance  3_/  4 7  . 

Maintenance  and  repairs  J_7  4. /  . 

Maintenance  and  repair 

services  Yf  Y/  . 

Maintenance  and  repair 

commodities  1/  4 /  . 

Fuel  and  other  utiliTies  2/  . 

Fuels  . 

Fuel  oil  and  other  household  fuel 

commodities  . 

Gas  (piped)  and  electricity  (energy 

services  ) . . . 

Other  utilities  and  public 

services  4 /  . 

Household  furnishings  and  operation  2/  . 

House  furnishings  4/  . . 

Housekeeping  suppTies  . 

Housekeeping  services  Y/  . 


Apparel  and  upkeep  . 

Apparel  commodities  4 j  . 

Men's  and  boys'  apparel  . 

Women's  and  girls^  apparel . 

Infants'  and  toddlers^  apparel  Y/ 

Footwear  . 

Other  apparel  commodities  Yf . 

Apparel  services  W  U_!  . 


Transportation  . . 

Private  transportation  . 

New  vehicles  . 

New  cars  . 

Used  cars  . 

Motor  fuel  . 

Gasoline  . 

Maintenance  and  repairs  . 

Other  private  transportation  Yj 
Other  private  transportation 

commodi t i es  4 /  . 

Other  private  transportation 

services  4/  . 

Public  t ransport aTion  . 


Medical  care  . 

Medical  care  commodities  . 

Medical  care  services  . 

Professional  medical  services 


Entertainment  4/  . 

Ent e r t ainmenT  commodities  Yf  . 

Entertainment  services  j4/  . 

Other  goods  and  services  2/  . 

Tobacco  and  smoking  products  . 

Personal  care  W  . 

Toilet  goods  and  personal  care 

appliances  \_/  . 

Personal  care  services  Y/  . .  . 

Personal  and  educational  expenses  Y/  ... 

School  books  and  supplies  . 

Personal  and  educational  services  Y/  . 

Commodity  and  service  group 

All  items  . 

Commodities  . 

Food  and  beverages  . 

Commodities  less  food  and  beverages  .... 
Nondurables  less  food  and  beverages  .. 

Apparel  commodities  4/  . 

Nondurables  less  foot!,  beverages, 

and  apparel  . . 

Durables  . 

Services  . 

Rent  of  shelter  3/  . 

Household  services  less  rent  of 

she  Iter  Yl  4 / . 

Transportation  services  . . 

Medical  care  services  . 

Other  services  . 


Special  indexes 


All  items  less  food  . 

All  items  less  shelter  . 

All  items  less  homeowners'  costs  Y/  Y/ 

All  items  less  medical  care  . 

Commodities  less  food  . 

Nondurables  less  food  . 

Nondurables  less  food  and  apparel  .... 

Nondurables  . 

Services  less  rent  of  shelter  3/  Yl  .. 
Services  less  medical  care  services  .. 


All  i?ems  less  energy  . 

All  items  less  food  and  energy  . . 

Commodities  less  food  and 

energy  commodities  . . 

Energy  commodities  . 

Services  less  energy  services  . . 

Purchasing  power  of  the  consumer  dollar: 

1982-84-SI .00  1/  . . 

1967  =  $1  .00  1/  7 . . 


Unad¬ 

Unadjusted 

Seasona 1 1 y 

Unad¬ 

Unadjusted 

Seasona 1 ly 

justed 

percent 

change  to 

adjusted 

justed 

percent 

change  to 

adjusted 

indexes 

Sept.  1997  f  rom- 

pe  rcent 

indexes 

Sept.  1997  t  rom- 

percent 

Sept  . 

Sept  . 

Aug  . 

change  from- 

Sept  . 

Sept . 
1996 

Aug  . 

change  f  rom- 

1997 

1996 

1997 

Aug.  to  Sept, 

1  997 

1997 

Aug .  to  Sept 

161.2 

2 . 2 

0 . 2 

0 . 2 

!  158.3 

2  .  1 

0 . 3 

0  .  3 

48  3.0 

- 

- 

- 

471.5 

- 

- 

- 

158.4 

2  .  2 

.  1 

157. S 

2  .  1 

1 

.  1 

15  7.9 

2  .  1 

'  2 

.  1 

!  157.4 

2  .  1 

0 

.  1 

153.6 

1  .  7 

;  i 

-  .  1 

15  7.7 

1  .  7 

;  i 

.0 

178.1 

1  .9 

-.3 

,  2 

177.7 

2.0 

- .  i 

.  2 

149.1 

1  .  3 

.0 

_  *  5 

:  148.7 

1  .  1 

-.  i 

-.3 

143.5 

-2  .  2 

.  1 

!  i 

!  143.2 

-  2  2 

.  i 

.  1 

188.1 

2 . 5 

,4 

-.3 

:  187.5 

2  !  3 

.  3 

-.4 

148.9 

3  .  7 

.  1 

2 

:  148.2 

3  .  5 

.  1 

.3 

148.5 

2  .  1 

.  5 

’.5 

l  148.4 

2  .  1 
.  4 

.4 

.5 

142.0 

.4 

.4 

.  7 

:  141.7 

.4 

.  5 

136.7 

6.9 

.0 

-.  1 

:  135.2 

6.1 

.0 

-.1 

161.9 

2.8 

.  1 

.4 

;  161.8 

2 . 9 

,  1 

.4 

157.8 

2.8 

.3 

.  3 

:  157.8 

2 . 9 

.  3 

.3 

163.5 

2.5 

.  2 

.  2 

162.6 

2 . 3 

.  1 

.0 

157.7 

2.5 

.  1 

.3 

:  154.4 

2.4 

.1 

.3 

177.2 

3.0 

-.2 

.  2 

:  172.2 

3.0 

-.1 

.  2 

186.8 

3  .  3 

-1  .  2 

.4 

:  i63.i 

3.2 

-.7 

.  3 

167.8 

3.0 

.3 

.3 

;  167.5 

3.0 

.3 

.3 

2  2  2.8 

3  .  7 

-4.7 

.4 

:  223.1 

3  .  8 

-4.7 

.4 

182.8 

3.0 

.3 

.  1 

:  166.7 

3.0 

.3 

.2 

183 . 2 

3.0 

.3 

.  1 

:  167.0 

3.0 

.3 

.2 

166.8 

2.8 

.  3 

.  7 

:  151.2 

2  .  2 

.  2 

.5 

142.6 

1  .  9 

-2.0 

-2.0 

141.1 

2.2 

-1.9 

-1.9 

150.2 

1 .9 

-2 . 7 

-2.7 

:  152.2 

1  .9 

-2 . 7 

-2 . 7 

132.1 

2.0 

-.8 

-.8 

:  127.2 

2 . 9 

-.6 

-.6 

132.1 

1.8 

.  5 

.6 

:  131.9 

1  .  9 

.  5 

.  7 

119.7 

1  .  1 

.9 

1  .0 

:  119.3 

1  .  2 

1.0 

1  .0 

93 . 7 

-2.0 

.  2 

.  1 

1  93.4 

-2.1 

.2 

.  1 

128.1 

1.5 

1  . 1 

1  . 1 

:  127.6 

1  .5 

1  .1 

1  •  1 

162.3 

2  .  5 

.  1 

.3 

:  i63.i 

2.7 

.  1 

.  3 

125.4 

.  2 

.  2 

.  1 

:  123.9 

.  2 

.2 

.  1 

110.2 

-1  .  2 

.0 

-.1 

:  io9.i 

-.9 

.0 

-  .  1 

143.2 

1.4 

.  2 

.  1 

:  143.7 

1  .  3 

.  2 

.  3 

153.2 

2.5 

.4 

.  3 

;  i56.i 

2.6 

.6 

.  3 

133.0 

1  .  1 

2 . 3 

.3 

:  132.1 

1  .  1 

2  .  1 

.2 

129.2 

1  .  1 

2.6 

.3 

:  128.6 

1  . 1 

2.3 

.2 

13  1.4 

3  . 1 

1  .  9 

.4 

:  131.2 

3  .  3 

1  .  9 

.  3 

126.0 

1.9 

4.7 

1  .0 

:  124.6 

2.0 

4.2 

.  7 

126.7 

-3.6 

-.5 

-.5 

;  128.3 

-3  .  1 

-.1 

-.  1 

127.4 

.6 

.  9 

-.5 

:  128.3 

.  4 

.8 

-.5 

145.3 

-4 . 3 

-.3 

-1 .0 

:  144.8 

-4.4 

-.6 

-1  .  2 

163.7 

2 . 1 

.  1 

.  1 

:  162.8 

1  .9 

.  1 

.  1 

144.3 

.8 

.3 

.4 

•!  143.6 

.5 

.2 

.4 

141.0 

.7 

.  1 

.4 

:  i4i.4 

.  5 

.  2 

.  3 

142.7 

-.3 

-.2 

.  1 

:  144.0 

-.2 

-.2 

.  1 

140.0 

-.7 

-.3 

.0 

;  139.7 

-.6 

-.2 

.0 

148.2 

-5.6 

-.2 

-.1 

:  149.7 

-5.4 

-.1 

-.2 

109.3 

2.9 

1.6 

1  .  7 

:  109.2 

2.8 

1.4 

1.4 

109 . 2 

3 . 3 

1  .  7 

1  .8 

:  109.2 

3  .  2 

l  .5 

1  .6 

163.5 

2  .  2 

.  1 

-.1 

:  164.5 

2 . 3 

.2 

.0 

176.9 

1  .6 

-.3 

.  1 

:  172.3 

1  .5 

-.2 

.  1 

104.6 

-.4 

-.2 

-.2 

1  103.8 

-.3 

-.2 

-.2 

194.0 

1  .9 

-.3 

.2 

:  189.7 

1 .8 

-.2 

.  1 

186.0 

.8 

1.4 

1  .2 

18  3.5 

.9 

1 .0 

1  .  2 

235  .  4 

2.6 

.  1 

.2 

:  234.7 

2.6 

.0 

.2 

215.3 

1 .9 

-.1 

.1 

;  212.5 

1  .  9 

.0 

.  2 

240.0 

2  .  7 

.  1 

.  2 

:  239.7 

2 . 7 

.  1 

.  2 

216.4 

3 . 2 

.0 

.  1 

:  217.8 

3.3 

.0 

.  1 

163.0 

2.0 

.0 

-.2 

1  160.5 

2.0 

-.1 

-.2 

144.7 

1 .0 

.  1 

.  1 

;  143.4 

.8 

-.1 

.  1 

184.2 

2.8 

-.1 

-.5 

1  184.8 

3  .  1 

-.1 

-.4 

228  .1 

4.5 

1  .  1 

.3 

;  224.6 

4.6 

1  . 1 

.5 

246 . 5 

5  .  3 

1  .  3 

1 .4 

:  246.1 

5.3 

1  .  3 

1  .  4 

152.7 

1  .  3 

.  1 

.  1 

!  152.6 

1  .  2 

.  1 

.  1 

143.7 

-1 .0 

.  1 

.  1 

1  144.7 

-.7 

.2 

.  2 

162.8 

3.6 

.  1 

.  1 

!  163.0 

3  .  7 

.  1 

.  1 

264.9 

5  .  1 

1  .  3 

-.  1 

:  260.2 

5  .  2 

1  .  3 

.  2 

241.5 

5.0 

.6 

-.1 

:  243.9 

5.4 

.8 

.0 

266.9 

5  .  1 

1  .  3 

-.1 

:  261.8 

5.2 

1  .4 

.  2 

161.2 

2.2 

.2 

.  2 

:  158.3 

2  .  1 

.  3 

.3 

142.1 

1  .  3 

.  5 

.  3 

:  i42.i 

1  .  2 

.5 

.2 

158.4 

2 . 2 

.  2 

.  1 

1  157.8 

2  .  1 

.  1 

.  1 

132.2 

.6 

.  7 

.4 

1  132.5 

.6 

.  7 

.4 

135.5 

1  .9 

1  .  3 

.  7 

:  135.5 

2.0 

1  .  2 

.  7 

129.2 

1  .  1 

2.6 

.  3 

:  128.6 

1  .  1 

2  .  3 

.  2 

141.9 

2 . 3 

.8 

.8 

:  i4i.9 

2 . 5 

.8 

.8 

127.6 

-1  .2 

-.1 

-.1 

!  127.2 

-1.5 

-  .  2 

.0 

180.6 

2.8 

.  2 

.  2 

:  177.7 

2.8 

.  2 

.  3 

184.4 

3.0 

-.2 

•?  ' 

16,5.8 

3.0 

.0 

.  3 

147.7 

2.1 

.  5 

.6 

!  135.8 

2  .  1 

.6 

.6 

184.7 

1  .  7 

.  2 

.  3 

1  182.3 

1  .  7 

.  1 

.  2 

240.0 

2  .  7 

.  1 

.  2 

1  239.7 

2  .  7 

.  I 

.  2 

212.2 

4.1 

.  7 

_  t  a 

i  209.0 

4 . 2 

.8 

.0 

161.8 

2  .  1 

.  3 

.  3 

158.4 

2  .  1 

.  4 

.  3 

156.6 

1  .8 

.4 

.  3 

154.6 

1  .8 

.5 

.3 

162.0 

2.0 

.  2 

0 

„  148.4 

1  .  9 

.  3 

.  3 

157.1 

2  .  1 

.  3 

!  3 

1  154.7 

2.0 

.  3 

.  3 

133.5 

.8 

.7 

.4 

:  133.7 

.  7 

.6 

.  3 

137.2 

2.0 

1  .  3 

.  7 

:  137.1 

2  .  1 

1  .  1 

.  8 

143.0 

2 . 3 

.6 

.8 

:  142.9 

2 . 4 

t  7 

.8 

147.1 

2.1 

.  7 

.4 

!  147.0 

2 . 2 

.  7 

.  3 

189.5 

2.7 

.4 

.  3 

!  168.8 

2.6 

.  4 

.3 

175.1 

2.9 

,2 

.  2 

1  172.4 

2.9 

.2 

.3 

113.9 

2.0 

1  .  2 

1  .  3 

:  113.5 

2.0 

1.2 

1  .  2 

167.6 

2.2 

.2 

.  2 

i  164.6 

2.  1 

.  2 

.  1 

170.0 

2.2 

.2 

.  2 

:  166.5 

2  .  1 

.3 

.2 

142.0 

.4 

.6 

.  2 

!  141.5 

.4 

.5 

.  2 

107.7 

2 . 4 

1.4 

1  .  5 

1  108.1 

2.5 

1  .3 

1  .  2 

186.0 

2.9 

.  1 

.  2 

1  183.3 

3.0 

.  2 

.  2 

S  .620 

-2 . 2 

-.3 

-.3 

i  S.632 

-2.0 

-.3 

-.3 

.  207 

- 

- 

- 

!  .212 

- 

- 

- 

1/  Not  seasonally  adjusted. 

7/  This  index  series  will  undergo  a  change  in  composition  in  January,  1998. 

7/  U-population  indexes  on  a  December  1982=100  base;  W-population  indexes  on  a  December  1984=100  base. 

#/  This  index  series  will  no  longer  appear  in  its  present  form  after  December,  1997. 

Data  not  available. 

NOTE:  Index  applies  to  a  month  as  a  whole,  not  to  any  specific  date. 


Table  2.  Consumer  Price  Index  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U)  and  Consumer  Price  Index  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical 
Workers  (CPI-W):  Selected  areas,  all  items  index 


(1982-84-100,  unless  otherwise  noted) 


Area 


CPI-U 


Indexes 

Percent 
change  to 

Sept . 
1997 

July 

1997 

Aug . 

1997 

Sept  . 
1997 

f  rom- 
Sept . 
1996 

CPI-W 


Indexes 

Percent 
change  to 

Sept . 
1997 

July 

1  997 

Aug  . 

1  997 

Sep t . 
1997 

f  rom- 
Sept  . 
1996 

160.5 

160.8 

Region  and  area  size  1/ 

167.6 

167.8 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,200,000 
Size  B  -  500,000  to  1,200,000 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  500,000  21 

168.2 

168.4 

2/ . 

165.9 

166.4 

166.2 

166.8 

156.6 

157.2 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,200,000 
Size  B  -  360,000  to  1,206,000 

Size  C  -  50 . 600  to  360, 006  2/ 

Size  D  -  Nonmetropolitan 

15  7.3 

158.0 

2/ . 

155.8 

158.5 

152.6 

156.3 

158.8 

152.6 

157.0 

157.1 

Size  A  -  More  than  1  200,000 
Size  B  -  1.50,000  to  1,206,000 

Size  C  -  50.600  to  456.006  2/ 

Size  D  -  Nonme t ropo 1 i t an 

(less  than  56,600)  . 

155.8 

155.9 

0  / 

160.5 

156.0 

156.4 

160  .  S 
156.1 

156.4 

161.1 

161.5 

Size  A  -  More  than  1.250.000 
Size  C  -  50.000  to  330.000  21 

161.3 

161.7 

166.1 

1.66 .8 

Size  classes 

A  3/  . 

144.8 

145.1 

n  7/  . 

160.9 

161.2 

C  7  /  . . . 

160.1 

160.5 

156.7 

156.8 

Selected  local  areas 

Chicago-Gary-Lake  County,  IL-IN-WI . 

Los  Angeles-Anaheim-Riverside ,  CA  . 

N . Y . -No rthe rn  N.J.-Long  Island,  NY-NJ-CT 
Phil  ,-Wilmington-Trenton, 

PA-NJ-DE-MD  4/  . . 

San  Francisco-Oak  1 and-San  Jose,  CA  47  .. 

161.7 

159.5 

170.8 

166.4 

160.6 

162.5 

159.7 

170.8 

166.8 
161.2 

156.9 

_ 

167.1 

— 

156.3 

_ 

157.9 

— 

St,  Louis-East  St.  Louis,  MO-IL 
Washington,  DC-MD-VA  5 /  . 

6/  . 

153.3 

162.9 

- 

_ 

151.2 

_ 

156.9 

Houston-Gal veston-Brazoria ,  TX  . 
Pit tsburgh-Beaver  Valley,  PA  6/ 

. 

“ 

145.4 

157.5 

161  .2 

2.2  ! 

157.5 

157.8 

158.3 

2.1 

168.4 

2.3 

164.7 

164.9 

165.6 

2.2 

169.2 

2 . 3 

164.3 

164.5 

165.4 

2 . 2 

166.0 

2.3 

163.5 

163.7 

163.4 

2  .  3 

167.1 

3.0 

167.5 

167.8 

168.6 

3 .0 

157.5 

2 . 3 

153.1 

153.6 

153.9 

2 . 2 

158.3 

2 . 5 

152.9 

153.6 

153.9 

2  .  3 

156.2 

1 .9 

151.9 

152.3 

152.3 

1  . 9 

159.6 

2.7 

155.7 

156.1 

156.9 

2 . 8 

153.4 

1  .6 

150.7 

150.9 

151.5 

1.6 

15  7,5 

1  . 9 

155.3 

155.5 

155.9 

1 .8 

15  6.4 

1  .  9 

15  3.9 

154.0 

154.5 

1  . 8 

160.6 

2  .  1 

156.2 

15  6.5 

156.6 

2 . 0 

156.7 

1  .5 

155.7 

155.9 

156.4 

1  .  3 

157.1 

2.5 

156.6 

157.0 

157.7 

2.5 

162.1 

2 . 2 

157.6 

158.0 

158.6 

2.0 

162.3 

2 . 3 

156.2 

156.5 

157.2 

2 . 1 

167.4 

2.7 

162.9 

163.5 

164.1 

2 . 6 

145.6 

2 . 2 

143.6 

143.9 

144.4 

2  .  1 

161.2 

2  .  1 

157.8 

158.0 

158.0 

1  .  9 

161.0 

2  .  3 

159.1 

159.4 

160.0 

2 . 2 

157.4 

1.7 

155.8 

156.0 

15  6.6 

1  .  7 

162.1 

2.4 

156.0 

156.7 

156.4 

2  .  1 

160.5 

1  . 5 

153.8 

154.0 

154.7 

1  . 3 

171.7 

2  .  1 

166.6 

166.7 

167.7 

2 .0 

168.6 

2.5 

165.5 

165.9 

167.9 

2.6 

161.6 

3.4 

157.5 

158.1 

158.6 

3  .  1 

156.7 

.8 

155.6 

_ 

155.6 

.8 

167.8 

2 . 6 

165.8 

— 

166.2 

2 . 5 

15  7.3 

2.5 

148.2 

— 

149.2 

2 . 3 

158.5 

2 . 5 

155.5 

- 

156.1 

2 . 3 

155.1 

2 . 7 

152.5 

— 

154.0 

2 . 6 

163.6 

1  .7 

160.2 

- 

i  6 1 .  i 

1  . 8 

_ 

151.1 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

151.6 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

14  4.9 

- 

— 

_ 

_ 

- 

15  1.0 

- 

- 

1/ 

7/ 

3/ 


5/ 


6/ 


NOTE  : 


in  technical  notes, 
be  introduced,  composed  of  current 
no  individual  Size  Class  B  or 


Size  Cl  ass  C . 


will  no  longer  be  published  on 
1998  they  will  be  published  on 


monthly 


Regions  defined  as  the  four  Census  regions.  See  maD 
Starting  in  January,  1998,  a  new  Size  Class  B/C  will 
Size  Class  B  and  Size  Class  C  cities.  There  will  be 
Indexes  on  a  December  1988=100  base. 

Indexes  for  the  cities  of  Philadelphia  and  San  Francisco 
basis  starting  in  January,  1998.  Beginning  in  February, 

Indexeshf orb theScit ies  of  Washington  and  Baltimore  will  no  longer  be  published  separately  after  December 
Beginning  in  January,  1998  the  two  cities  will  be  published  as  a  Washington-Ba 1 t imore 
combined  metropolitan  area. 

Indexes  for  the  cities  of  Pittsburgh  and  St.  Louis  will  no  longer 
basis  after  December,  1997.  Beginning  in  July,  1998  they  will  be 
January  and  July. 

Data  not  available.  _  .  .  ,  ___. 

Local  area  CPI  indexes  are  byproducts  of  the  national  CPI  program  ^ 

than  thp  national  index  and  is.  therefore,  subject  to  substantially  more  sampling  -  -  -  -  .  . 

As  a  result  local  area  indexes  show  greater  volatility  than  the  national  index,  although  their  . 

trends  Ire  similar.  Therefore,  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  strongly  urges  users  to  consider  adopting  the 
national  average  CPI  for  use  in  their  escalator  clauses. 


1997  . 


be  published  on  a  bi-monthly 
published  semi-annually,  each 


Fach  local 


index  has  a  smaller  sample  size 
and  other  measurement  error. 


BRIEF  EXPLANATION  OFTHE  CPI 


The  Consumer  Price  Index  (CPI)  is  a  measure  of  the  average  change 
in  prices  over  time  in  a  fixed  market  basket  of  goods  and  services. 
Two  CPIs  are  published:  1)The  CPI  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI- 
U)  which  covers  about  80  percent  of  the  total  population  and  2)  the 
CPI  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers  (CPI-W)  which 
covers  32  percent  of  the  total  population.  The  CPI  is  based  on  prices 
of  food,  clothing,  shelter,  transportation,  medical  care,  and  other  goods 
and  services  that  people  buy  for  day-to-day  living.  In  calculating  the 
Index,  price  changes  for  the  various  items  in  85  locations  are  averaged 
together  with  weights  which  represent  their  importance  in  the  spending 
of  the  appropriate  population  group.  Indexes  for  different  months  are 
usually  compared  in  relative  terms.  Thus,  an  index  of  133.5  is  1.063 
times  higher  than  an  index  of  125.6  (133.5/125.6=1.063);  in  other 
words,  prices  increased  6.3 percent. The  CPI  is  used  as  an  indicator 
of  inflation,  a  deflator  of  other  economic  series,  and  as  an  escalator 
for  income  payments. 


More  detail. This  news  release  from  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor  provides  summary  data  from  the 
Consumer  Price  Index.  The  full  release  is  available  electronically 
at  release  time.  For  Information,  call  202-606-5902.  CPI  data  also 
are  available  on  diskette  and  tape.  For  information,  call  202-606- 
7000.  If  you  have  any  questions  about  the  CPI,  please  write  to  the 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  Division  of  Consumer  Prices  and  Price 
indexes,  Room  361 5PSB,  Washington,  DC  20212,  or  call  202-606- 
7000.  Full  detail  is  available  in  the  monthly  periodical  CPI  Detailed 
Report,  available  for  $25  per  year  from  New  Orders,  Government 
Printing  Office,  P.O.  Box  371954,  Pittsburgh,  PA  15250-7954.  This 
information  will  be  made  available  to  sensory  impaired  individuals 
upon  request.  Voice  phone:  202-606-STAT,  TDD  phone:  202-606- 
5897,  TDD  Message  Referral  Phone:  1-800-326-2577.  For  a 
recorded  message  of  summary  CPI  data,  call  202-606-STAT. 
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CPI  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U) -Analysis 


On  a  seasonally  adjusted  basis,  the  CPI-U  rose  0.2  percent  in  October,  the  same  as  in 
each  of  the  preceding  three  months.  The  food  index  increased  0.2  percent  in  October. 

Grocery  store  food  prices,  which  declined  slightly  in  September,  also  increased  0.2 
percent  in  October,  reflecting  a  sharp  increase  in  prices  for  dairy  products.  The  energy 
index,  which  increased  1.3  percent  in  September,  moderated  substantially,  rising  0.1 
percent  in  October.  The  index  for  petroleum-based  energy  declined  0.4  percent,  while  the 
index  for  energy  services  rose  0.5  percent.  Excluding  food  and  energy,  the  CPI-U  rose  0.2 
percent,  the  same  as  in  September. 

NEXT  CPI  RELEASE :  NOVEMBER  DATA  ON  DECEMBER  16,  1997  8:30  A.M.  (EST) ;  TRY  OUR  CPI  QUICKLINE:  202-606-6994 


Note:  The  1998  CPI  Revision  will  result  in  several  improvements  to  the  index  effective  with  the  release  of  data  for  January  1998.  A 
new  set  of  expenditure  weights,  using  1993-95  Consumer  Expenditure  Survey  data,  will  replace  the  1982-84  weights  now  used  in  the 
CPI.  The  CPI  will  also  employ  a  new  geographic  sample,  a  new  item  structure,  and  a  new  variance-based  publication  system.  The 
Internet  web  site  at  http://stats.bls.gov/cpihome.htm  includes  articles  on  the  1998  CPI  Revision  from  the  December  1996  Monthly 
Labor  Review. 

In  addition,  briefings  have  been  scheduled  around  the  country  for  interested  groups  or  individuals  on  the  1998  CPI  Revision;  see 
schedule  below.  They  are  free  and  open  to  the  public.  Call  (202)  606-7000  for  more  information. 


Location 

Briefing  Date 

Location 

Briefing  Date 

Location 

Briefing  Date 

Seattle 

Dec.  1,  1997 

Houston 

Dec.  10,  1997 

Baltimore 

Jan  26,  1998 

San  Francisco 

Dec.  3,  1997 

Dallas 

Dec.  11,  1997 

New  York 

Jan  29,  1998 

Los  Angeles 
Boston 

Dec.  4,  1997 

Dec.  9,  1997 

Atlanta 

Jan.  20,  1998 

Chicago 

Feb.  4,  1998 

Table  1.  Consumer  Price  Index  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U)  and  Consumer  Price  Index  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers 
(CPI-W):  U.S.  city  average,  by  expenditure  category  and  commodity  and  service  group 

(1982-84=100,  unless  otherwise  noted) 


Expenditure  category 

All  items  . . . 

All  items  (1967=100)  . 

Food  and  beverages  . 

Food  . 

Food  at  home  . 

Cereals  and  bakery  products  . 

Meats,  poultry,  fish,  and  eggs  . 

Dairy  products  1/  . 

Fruits  and  vegeTables  2/  . 

Other  food  at  home  . 

Sugar  and  sweets  . 

Fats  and  oils  . 

Nonalcoholic  beverages  . 

Other  prepared  food  . 

Food  away  from  home  . 

Alcoholic  beverages  . 

Housing  2/  . 

Shelter  . 

Renters'  costs  3/  4/ . 

Rent,  residenTiaT  . 

Other  renters'  costs  4y  . 

Homeowners'  costs  _3/  4 /. . 

Owners'  equivalent  rent  3/  . 

Household  insurance  _3/  47 . 

Maintenance  and  repairs  IT  h]  . 

Maintenance  and  repair 

services  \_l  4/  . 

Maintenance  and  repair 

commodities  1/  4/  . 

Fuel  and  other  utiliTies  2/  . 

Fuels  . 

Fuel  oil  and  other  household  fuel 

commodities  . 

Gas  (piped)  and  electricity  (energy 

services ) . 

Other  utilities  and  public 

services  4 /  . 

Household  furnishings  and  operation  2J  . 

Housef urnishings  4/  . 

Housekeeping  suppTies  . 

Housekeeping  services  47  . 

Apparel  and  upkeep  . 

Apparel  commodities  4 /  . 

Men's  and  boys'  apparel  . 

Women's  and  girls'  apparel . 

Infants'  and  toddlers^  apparel  \J  .... 

Footwear  . 

Other  apparel  commodities  4 / . 

Apparel  services  1_/  A/  . 

Transportation  . 

Private  transportation  . 

New  vehicles  . 

New  cars  . * . 

Used  cars  . 

Motor  fuel  . 

Gasoline  . 

Maintenance  and  repairs  . 

Other  private  transportation  4 / . 

Other  private  transportation 

commodities  4 / . 

Other  private  transportation 

services  4/  . 

Public  transportation  . 

Medical  care  . 

Medical  care  commodities  . 

Medical  care  services  . 

Professional  medical  services  . 

Entertainment  4/  . 

Entertainment  commodities  4/  . 

Entertainment  services  4 /  . 

Other  goods  and  services  2/  . 

Tobacco  and  smoking  procTucts  . 

Personal  care  1 _/  . 

Toilet  goods  and  personal  care 

appliances  W  . 

Personal  care  services  \_ /  . 

Personal  and  educational  expenses  4 J  .  .  . 

School  books  and  supplies  . 

Personal  and  educational  services  _4 /  . 

Commodity  and  service  group 

All  items  . 

Commodities  . 

Food  and  beverages  . 

Commodities  less  food  and  beverages  .... 
Nondurables  less  food  and  beverages  .. 

Apparel  commodities  4/  . . 

Nondurables  less  foot!,  beverages, 

and  apparel  . 

Durables  . 

Services  . 

Rent  of  shelter  3y  . 

Household  services  less  rent  of 

she  Iter  37  47 . 

Transportation  services  . 

Medical  care  services  . 

Other  services  . . 

Special  indexes 

All  items  less  food  . 

All  items  less  shelter  . 

All  items  less  homeowners'  costs  2/  A / . 

All  items  less  medical  care  . 

Commodities  less  food  . 

Nondurables  less  food  . 

Nondurables  less  food  and  apparel  . 

Nondurables  . 

Services  less  rent  of  shelter  37  A/  . 

Services  less  medical  care  services  . 

Energy  . 

All  items  less  energy  . 

All  items  less  food  and  energy  . 

Commodities  less  food  and 

energy  commodities  . 

Energy  commodities  . 

Services  less  energy  services  . 

Purchasing  power  of  the  consumer  dollar: 

1982-84  =  $!  .00  1/  . 

1 967=$ 1 .00  1/  7 . 


CPI-U 


Unad¬ 

Unad j  us  ted 

Seasonal ly 

justed 

percent 

change  to 

adjusted 

indexes 

Oct.  1997  from- 

percent 

Oct . 

Oct . 

Sept . 
1997 

change  from- 

1997 

1996 

Sept .  to  Oct 

161.6 

2  .  1 

0.2 

0.2 

484.1 

- 

- 

- 

158.7 

1.9 

.2 

.2 

158.2 

1.8 

.2 

.2 

159.0 

1  .4 

.3 

.2 

178.4 

1 .9 

.2 

.2 

148.9 

.7 

-.1 

-.3 

145.7 

-2.4 

1.5 

1.5 

188.5 

1.8 

.2 

.3 

149.0 

3.5 

.  1 

-.1 

148.2 

1  .  7 

-.2 

-.3 

141.7 

.1 

-.2 

-.6 

136.6 

7  .  1 

-.1 

-.2 

162.5 

2.5 

.4 

.1 

158.2 

2.6 

.3 

.1 

163.7 

2.2 

.  1 

.1 

157.7 

2.4 

.0 

.3 

177.8 

3.1 

.3 

.  3 

187.7 

3.5 

.5 

.6 

168.2 

3.0 

.2 

.2 

225.4 

4.9 

1.2 

1  .  7 

183.3 

2.9 

.3 

.2 

183.6 

2.9 

.2 

.2 

166.9 

2.1 

.  1 

-.1 

144.7 

3.2 

1  .5 

1.5 

153.4 

4.1 

2 . 1 

2.1 

132.7 

1.7 

.5 

.5 

130.8 

1  .6 

-1 .0 

.3 

117.4 

1.0 

-1 .9 

.4 

95.3 

-7.4 

1.7 

-.3 

125.1 

2.0 

-2.3 

.5 

162.5 

2.5 

.  1 

.  1 

125.4 

.3 

.0 

.  1 

110.1 

-.9 

-.1 

.  1 

143.3 

1.2 

.  1 

-.1 

153.3 

2.3 

.1 

.1 

134.9 

1  . 1 

1.4 

.  1 

131.2 

.9 

1.5 

.  1 

133.1 

3.0 

1.3 

.  2 

128.3 

.9 

1.8 

-.5 

126.2 

-1 .8 

-.4 

-.4 

130.6 

2.0 

2.5 

1  .5 

145.5 

-4.3 

.1 

.3 

163.7 

1 .9 

.0 

.0 

144.5 

.4 

.1 

.  1 

140.9 

.3 

-.  1 

-.2 

143.3 

-.3 

.4 

-.3 

140.6 

-.6 

.4 

-.2 

147.9 

-5.8 

-.2 

-.5 

106 . 7 

.8 

-2.4 

-.5 

106.5 

1.2 

-2 . 5 

-.6 

163.9 

2 . 1 

.2 

.2 

178.4 

1.7 

.8 

-.1 

104 . 3 

-.7 

-.3 

-.3 

196.0 

2 . 1 

1  .0 

.0 

190.9 

2.0 

2.6 

2.7 

235.8 

2.5 

.2 

.1 

215.6 

1.5 

.  1 

.0 

240.5 

2 . 7 

.2 

.  1 

216.8 

3 . 1 

.2 

.2 

163.1 

1.9 

.  1 

.2 

144.3 

.5 

-.3 

-.2 

184.9 

3.0 

.4 

.5 

229.4 

4.8 

.6 

.7 

250 . 2 

6.3 

1.5 

1  .  5 

153.3 

1.6 

.4 

.4 

144.5 

-.1 

.6 

.6 

163.4 

3 . 5 

.4 

.4 

265.6 

5.2 

.3 

.5 

242.4 

5 . 2 

.4 

.7 

267.5 

5.2 

.2 

.5 

161.6 

2.1 

.  2 

.2 

142.4 

1  .0 

.2 

.0 

158.7 

1.9 

.2 

.2 

132.5 

.3 

.2 

.0 

135.8 

1.3 

.  2 

.  1 

131.2 

.9 

1  .5 

.1 

141.3 

1.5 

-.4 

-.  1 

127.8 

-1.2 

.2 

-.  1 

181.0 

3.0 

.  2 

.3 

185.0 

3.1 

.3 

.3 

146.4 

2.2 

-.9 

.4 

186.9 

2.0 

1  .  2 

.6 

240.5 

2 . 7 

.2 

.  1 

212.7 

4.1 

.  2 

.4 

162.2 

2.1 

.  2 

.2 

156.9 

1.8 

.2 

.2 

162.4 

1.9 

.  2 

.2 

157.4 

2.1 

.  2 

.2 

133.8 

.5 

.2 

-.  1 

137.4 

1.4 

.  1 

.  1 

142.5 

1  .6 

-.3 

-.  1 

147.4 

1.6 

.  2 

.0 

189.8 

2.8 

.  2 

.4 

175.5 

1.0 

.  2 

.  5 

111.5 

.9 

-2.1 

.  1 

168.3 

2 . 2 

.  4 

T 

170.9 

2 . 3 

.5 

*.2 

142.7 

.5 

.  5 

.  1 

105 . 7 

-.1 

-1  .  9 

-.4 

186.7 

3.0 

.4 

.3 

S.619 

-2  .  1 

-.2 

-.2 

.  207 

- 

- 

- 

CPI-W 


Unad¬ 

Unad  j  ust ed 

Seasonal ly 

justed 

percent 

change  to 

adjusted 

indexes 

Oct.  1997  from- 

percent 

Oct . 

Oct  . 

Sept . 
1997 

change  from- 

1997 

1996 

Sept .  to  Oct 

158.5 

1.9 

0.1 

0.2 

472.3 

- 

- 

- 

158.1 

1.9 

.2 

.2 

157.7 

1.8 

.2 

.2 

158.0 

1  .  3 

.2 

.3 

178.0 

1  .9 

.2 

.3 

148.5 

.7 

-.1 

-.2 

145.5 

-2.3 

1.6 

1.6 

187.7 

2.0 

.  1 

.5 

148.4 

3.4 

.  1 

-.1 

148.0 

1  .6 

-.3 

-.3 

141.4 

.  1 

-.2 

-.4 

135.2 

6.4 

.0 

-.1 

162.3 

2.6 

.3 

.1 

158.2 

2.6 

.3 

.2 

162.8 

2.1 

.1 

.1 

154.4 

2.5 

.0 

.2 

172.7 

3.0 

.3 

.3 

163.6 

3.3 

.3 

.4 

167.9 

3  .  1 

.2 

.2 

224.6 

4.7 

.7 

1.2 

167.1 

2.9 

.2 

.2 

167.4 

2.9 

.  2 

.2 

151.3 

1  .  7 

.  1 

.  1 

142.6 

3.0 

1  . 1 

1.1 

154.4 

3.3 

1.4 

1.4 

127.8 

2.4 

.5 

.5 

130.6 

1 .8 

-1 .0 

.4 

116.8 

1  .0 

-2.1 

.6 

95.0 

-7 . 4 

1.7 

-.2 

124.6 

2.0 

-2.4 

.6 

163.3 

2.6 

.  1 

.  1 

123.9 

.4 

.0 

.  1 

109.0 

-.6 

-.1 

.  1 

143.9 

1  .3 

.  1 

.0 

156.2 

2.4 

.  1 

.1 

133.9 

1 . 1 

1 .4 

.1 

130.5 

1 .0 

1.5 

.1 

132.4 

2 . 6 

.9 

-.1 

126.8 

1  .  1 

1.8 

-.6 

127.7 

-.9 

-.5 

-.5 

131.8 

2.0 

2.7 

1  .  7 

145.4 

-4.3 

.4 

1  .0 

162.8 

1  .9 

.0 

.0 

143.6 

.  1 

.0 

-.1 

141.1 

-.1 

-.2 

-.1 

144.7 

-.2 

.5 

-.1 

140.2 

-.6 

.4 

-.2 

149.4 

-5.6 

-.2 

-.5 

106.6 

.6 

-2.4 

-.5 

106.3 

.9 

-2.7 

-.6 

164.9 

2.2 

.2 

.  1 

173.8 

1.5 

.9 

-.1 

103.6 

-.5 

-.2 

-.2 

191.6 

1.8 

1  .0 

.0 

187.8 

1  .9 

2.3 

2.2 

235 . 2 

2.5 

.2 

.2 

212.9 

1.5 

.2 

.0 

240.3 

2.7 

.3 

.2 

218.1 

3  .  2 

.  1 

.2 

160.6 

1.8 

.1 

.  1 

143.1 

.4 

-.2 

-.3 

185.3 

3  .  1 

.  3 

.4 

226  .  1 

5.0 

.7 

.8 

249.9 

6 . 4 

1  .  5 

1.5 

153.3 

1 .6 

.5 

.5 

145.4 

.0 

.5 

.5 

163.5 

3.5 

.3 

.3 

260.8 

5.3 

.2 

.4 

244 . 7 

5.3 

.3 

.6 

262.4 

5.3 

.2 

.4 

158.5 

1 .9 

.  1 

.2 

142.3 

.9 

.  1 

.1 

158.1 

I  .9 

.  2 

.2 

132.7 

.3 

.2 

.0 

135.7 

1.4 

.  1 

.  1 

130.5 

1  .0 

1.5 

.  1 

141.2 

1  .6 

-.5 

-.  1 

127.3 

-1  .5 

.  1 

-.  1 

178.0 

2.9 

.  2 

.3 

166.2 

3.0 

.  2 

.2 

134.5 

2.3 

-1 .0 

.4 

184.2 

1.9 

1 .0 

.4 

240.3 

2 . 7 

.3 

.2 

209.4 

4.2 

.  2 

.4 

158.6 

2.0 

.  1 

.2 

154.8 

1 .6 

.  1 

.2 

148.6 

1.7 

.  1 

.  2 

154.9 

1  .9 

.  1 

.  2 

133.9 

.4 

.  1 

.0 

137.3 

1.5 

.  1 

.0 

142.4 

1  .  7 

-.3 

1 

147.2 

1  .  7 

.  1 

.  1 

169.0 

2.8 

.  1 

.4 

172.7 

2.9 

.  2 

.4 

111.0 

.8 

-2 . 2 

.  1 

165.2 

2.0 

.4 

.2 

167.1 

2  .  1 

.4 

__  o 

142.2 

.4 

.  5 

.  1 

105.8 

_  2 

-2.  1 

-.4 

183.9 

3  ]  0 

.3 

.3 

S  .631 

-1  .9 

-.2 

-.2 

.212 

- 

- 

- 

1/  Not  seasonally  adjusted. 

7/  This  index  series  will  undergo  a  change  in  composition  in  January.  1998. 

7/  U-population  indexes  on  a  December  1982=100  base;  W-population  indexes  on  a  December  1984=100  base 

47  This  index  series  will  no  longer  appear  in  its  present  form  after  December,  1997. 

-  Data  not  available. 

NOTE:  Index  applies  to  a  month  as  a  whole,  not  to  any  specific  date. 


Table  2.  Consumer  Price  Index  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U)  and  Consumer  Price  Index  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical 


Workers  (CPI-W):  Selected  areas 

,  all  items 

index 

(1982-84=100,  unless  otherwise 

noted ) 

CPI-U 

CPI-W 

Indexes 

Percent 

Indexes 

Percent 

Area 

change  to 

change  to 

Oct.  1997 

Oct.  1997 

Aug  . 
1997 

Sep t . 

Oct . 

f  rom- 

Aug  . 
1997 

Sep t .  Oct . 

f  rom- 

1997 

1997 

Oct.  1996 

1997  1997 

Oct.  1996 

U.S.  city  average  . 

160.8 

161.2 

161.6 

2.1 

157.8 

158.3 

158.5 

1 .9 

Region  and  area  size  W 

Northeast  urban . 

167.8 

168.4 

168.7 

2.2 

164.9 

165.6 

165.8 

2.1 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,200,000  . 

168.4 

169.2 

169.5 

2  .  3 

164.5 

165.4 

165.5 

2.1 

Size  B  -  500,000  to  i, 200, 000  2/ . 

166.2 

166.0 

166.0 

2  .  2 

163.7 

163.4 

16  3.5 

2  .  1 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  500,000  2/. 7 . 

166.8 

167.1 

167.6 

2 . 3 

167.8 

168.6 

168.9 

2  .  2 

North  Central  urban  . 

157.2 

157.5 

157.7 

2  .  1 

153.6 

153.9 

154.0 

2.0 

158.0 

158.3 

158.4 

2  .  3 

153.6 

15  3.9 

153.9 

2  .  1 

Size  B  -  360,000  to  1,200,000  21  . 

156.3 

156.2 

156.7 

1  .  8 

152.3 

152.1 

152.7 

1  .  7 

Size  C  -  50 ,000  to  360.000  2/. 7 . 

158.8 

159.6 

159.7 

2.0 

156.1 

156.9 

156.9 

2  .  1 

Size  D-  Nonmetropolitan  _  _  „  _  _ 

( 1  ess  than  50,000  )  . 

152.6 

153.4 

153.2 

1  .  4 

150.9 

151.5 

15  1.1 

1  .  3 

South  urban  . . . 

157.1 

157.5 

157.8 

1  .  9 

155.5 

155.9 

156.1 

1  .  7 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,200,000  . 

155.9 

156.4 

156.7 

2.0 

154.0 

154.5 

154.7 

1  .  8 

Size  B  -  450,000  to  1,200,000  2/ . 

160.8 

160.6 

160.9 

2.0 

156.5 

156.6 

156.8 

1  .  9 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  450.000  2/. 7 . 

156.1 

156.7 

157.2 

1  .6 

155.9 

156.4 

156.9 

1  .4 

Size  D  -  Nonmetropolitan  ...  .  „ 

(less  than  50,000)  . 

156.4 

157.1 

156.9 

1.7 

157.0 

157.7 

15  7.3 

1  .  b 

West  urban  . 

161.5 

162.1 

162.8 

2.3 

158.0 

158.6 

159.3 

2 . 2 

161.7 

162.3 

163.1 

2.4 

156.5 

157.2 

157.9 

2  .  3 

size  c  -  50,000  to  35o,o6o  2/:::::::: 

166.8 

167.4 

168.3 

3  .  1 

163.5 

164.1 

164.9 

2 . 9 

Sizecl asses  ... 

A  3/  . 

145.1 

145.6 

146.0 

2 . 3 

143.9 

144.4 

144.7 

2  .  1 

B  7/  . 

161.2 

161.2 

161.5 

2.0 

158.0 

15  8.0 

158.3 

1  .  9 

C  7/  . 

160.5 

161.0 

161.5 

2  .  1 

159.4 

160.0 

160.4 

1  .  9 

D  T . 

156.8 

157.4 

157.6 

1.4 

156.0 

156.6 

156.7 

1  .  3 

Selected  local  areas 

Chicago-Gary-Lake  County,  IL-IN-WI . 

162.5 

162.1 

162.5 

2.3 

156.7 

156.4 

156.9 

2 . 1 

Los  Ange 1 e s - Anahe im-Ri ve rs id e ,  CA  . 

159.7 

160.5 

161.1 

1  .4 

154.0 

154.7 

15  5.4 

1  .  4 

N . Y. -Northern  N.J.-Long  Island,  NY-NJ-CT 

170.8 

17  1.7 

172.3 

2.4 

166.7 

167.7 

168.1 

2 . 3 

Phil .-Wilmington-Trenton, 

167.9 

166.8 

1.6 

PA-NJ-DE-MD  4/  . 

166.8 

168.6 

167.7 

1  .  7 

165.9 

San  F  ranc  isco-Oak  1  and-S  an  Jose,  CA  4./  .. 

161.2 

161.6 

162.5 

3  .  6 

158.1 

158.6 

159.5 

3 . 4 

Ba 1 1 imo  re ,  MD  5 /  . 

_ 

156.7 

_ 

_ 

_ 

155.6 

- 

- 

Boston-Lawrence-Sal em ,  MA-NH  . 

- 

167.8 

— 

— 

— 

166.2 

— 

— 

C 1  eve  1  and -Ak ron-Lo rain ,  OH  . 

- 

157.3 

- 

- 

- 

149.2 

- 

- 

Miami-Fort  Lauderdale,  FL  . 

— 

158.5 

— 

— 

— 

15  6.1 

- 

— 

St.  Louis-East  St.  Louis,  MO-IL  6/  . 

- 

155.1 

- 

- 

- 

154.0 

- 

- 

Washington,  DC-MD-VA  5/  . 

163.6 

“ 

- 

161.1 

” 

— 

Dallas-Fort  Worth,  TX  . 

151.2 

_ 

152.8 

1.4 

151.1 

- 

152.8 

1.4 

Detroit-Ann  Arbor,  MI  . 

156.9 

— 

157.9 

2 . 7 

151.6 

— 

152.4 

2 . 4 

Houston-Gal veston-Brazoria  ,  TX  . 

145.4 

- 

147.3 

2.9 

144.9 

— 

146.3 

2  .  7 

Pi ttsburgh-Beaver  Valley,  PA  6/  . 

157.5 

157.9 

2.2 

151.0 

— 

15  1.3 

2 . 2 

1/  Regions  defined  as  the  four  Census  regions.  See  map  in  technical  notes. 

7/  Starting  in  January,  1998,  a  new  Size  Class  B/C  will  be  introduced,  composed  of  current 

Size  Class  B  and  Size  Class  C  cities.  There  will  be  no  individual  Size  Class  B  or  Size  Class  C. 

3/  Indexes  on  a  December  1986=100  base. 

5/  Indexes  for  the  cities  of  Philadelphia  and  San  Francisco  will  no  longer  be  published  on  a  monthly 

basis  starting  in  January,  1998.  Beginning  in  February,  1998  they  will  be  published  on  a 
bi-monthly  basis. 

5/  Indexes  for  the  cities  of  Washington  and  Baltimore  will  no  longer  be  published  separately  after  December,  1997. 

Beginning  in  January,  1998  the  two  cities  will  be  published  as  a  Washing ton-Ba 1 t imo re 
combined  metropolitan  area. 

6/  Indexes  for  the  cities  of  Pittsburgh  and  St.  Louis  will  no  longer  be  published  on  a  bi-monthly 

basis  after  December,  1997.  Beginning  in  July,  1998  they  will  be  published  semi-annually,  each 
January  and  July. 

Data  not  available. 

NOTE:  Local  area  CPI  indexes  are  byproducts  of  the  national  CPI  program.  Each  local  index  has  a  smaller  sample  size 

than  the  national  index  and  is,  therefore,  subject  to  substantially  more  sampling  and  other  measurement  error. 
As  a  result,  local  area  indexes  show  greater  volatility  than  the  national  index,  although  their  long-term 
trends  are  similar.  Therefore,  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  strongly  urges  users  to  consider  adopting  the 
national  average  CPI  for  use  in  their  escalator  clauses. 


BRIEF  EXPLANATION  OFTHE  CPI 


The  Consumer  Price  Index  (CPI)  is  a  measure  of  the  average  change 
in  prices  over  time  in  a  fixed  market  basket  of  goods  and  services. 
Two  CPIs  are  published:  1 )  The  CPI  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI- 
U)  which  covers  about  80  percent  of  the  total  population  and  2)  the 
CPI  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers  (CPI-W)  which 
covers  32  percent  of  the  total  population.  The  CPI  is  based  on  prices 
of  food,  clothing,  shelter,  transportation,  medical  care,  and  other  goods 
and  services  that  people  buy  for  day-to-day  living.  In  calculating  the 
Index,  price  changes  for  the  various  items  in  85  locations  are  averaged 
together  with  weights  which  represent  their  importance  in  the  spending 
of  the  appropriate  population  group.  Indexes  for  different  months  are 
usually  compared  in  relative  terms.  Thus,  an  index  of  133.5  is  1.063 
times  higher  than  an  index  of  125.6  (133.5/125.6=1 .063);  in  other 
words,  prices  increased  6.3 percent.  The  CPI  is  used  as  an  indicator 
of  inflation,  a  deflator  of  other  economic  series,  and  as  an  escalator 
for  income  payments. 


More  detail.  This  news  release  from  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor  provides  summary  data  from  the 
Consumer  Price  Index.  The  full  release  is  available  electronically 
at  release  time.  For  Information,  call  202-606-5902.  CPI  data  also 
are  available  on  diskette  and  tape.  For  information,  call  202-606- 
7000.  If  you  have  any  questions  about  the  CPI,  please  write  to  the 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  Division  of  Consumer  Prices  and  Price 
Indexes,  Room  3615PSB,  Washington,  DC  20212,  or  call  202-606- 
7000.  Full  detail  is  available  in  the  monthly  periodical  CPI  Detailed 
Report,  available  for  $25  per  year  from  New  Orders,  Government 
Printing  Office,  PO.  Box  371954,  Pittsburgh,  PA  1 5250-7954. This 
information  will  be  made  available  to  sensory  impaired  individuals 
upon  request.  Voice  phone:  202-606-STAT,  TDD  phone:  202-606- 
5897,  TDD  Message  Referral  Phone:  1-800-326-2577.  For  a 
recorded  message  of  summary  CPI  data,  call  202-606-STAT. 
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CPI  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U) -Analysis 


On  a  seasonally  adjusted  basis,  the  CPI-U  rose  0.1  percent  in  November,  following 
increases  of  0.2  percent  in  each  of  the  preceding  four  months .  The  food  index  increased 
0.2  percent  in  November.  Grocery  store  food  prices  increased  0.1  percent  in  November,  as 
another  sharp  increase  in  prices  for  dairy  products  was  largely  offset  by  a  decline  in  the 
index  for  nonalcoholic  beverages.  The  energy  index,  which  increased  0.1  percent  in 
October,  declined  0.2  percent  in  November.  The  index  for  petroleum-based  energy  declined 
1.9  percent,  while  the  index  for  energy  services  rose  1.6  percent.  Excluding  food  and 
energy,  the  CPI-U  rose  0.1  percent  after  advancing  0.2  percent  in  October.  The  smaller 
advance  in  November  reflects  a  sharp  downturn  in  airline  fares  and  smaller  increases  in 
the  indexes  for  tobacco  and  smoking  products  and  for  shelter. 

NEXT  CPI  RELEASE:  DECEMBER  DATA  ON  JANUARY  13,  1998  8:30  A.M.  (EST)  ;  TRY  OUR  CPI  QUICKLINX:  202-606-6994 


Note:  The  1998  CPI  Revision  will  result  in  several  improvements  to  the  index  effective  with  the  release  of  data  for  January  1998.  A 
new  set  of  expenditure  weights,  using  1993-95  Consumer  Expenditure  Survey  data,  will  replace  the  1982-84  weights  now  used  in  the 
CPI.  The  CPI  will  also  employ  a  new  geographic  sample,  a  new  item  structure,  and  a  new  variance-based  publication  system.  The 
Internet  web  site  at  http://stats.bls.gov/cpihome.htm  includes  articles  on  the  1998  CPI  Revision  from  the  December  1996  Monthly 
Labor  Review. 

In  addition,  briefings  have  been  scheduled  around  the  country  for  interested  groups  or  individuals  on  the  1998  CPI  Revision;  see 
schedule  below.  They  are  free  and  open  to  the  public.  Call  (202)  606-7000  for  more  information. 

Location  Briefing  Date  Location  Briefing  Date 

Atlanta  Jan.  20,  1998  New  York  Jan.  29,  1998 

Baltimore  Jan.  26,  1998  Chicago  Feb.  4,  1998 


Table  1.  Consumer  Price  Index  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U)  and  Consumer  Price  Index  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers 
(CPI-W):  U.S.  city  average,  by  expenditure  category  and  commodity  and  service  group 


(1982-84*100,  unless  otherwise  noted) 


CPI-U 


CPI-W 


Expenditure  category 


All  items  . 

All  items  C 1967  =  100  ) 


Food  and  beverages  . 

Food  . 

Food  at  home  . 

Cereals  and  bakery  products  .. 
Meats,  poultry,  fish,  and  eggs 

Dairy  products  1/  . 

Fruits  and  vegeTables  2!  . 

Other  food  at  home  . 

Sugar  and  sweets  . 

Fats  and  oils  . 

Nonalcoholic  beverages  . 

Other  prepared  food  . 

Food  away  from  home  . 

Alcoholic  beverages  . 

Housing  2/  . 

Shelter  . . . 

Renters'  costs  3/  4/ . 

Rent,  residenTiaT  . 

Other  renters'  costs  4>/  . 

Homeowners'  costs  3/  4 / . 

Owners'  equivalent  rent  3/  ... 
Household  insurance  3/  4T  .... 
Maintenance  and  repairs  17  4/  . . 
Maintenance  and  repair 

services  1 /  4y  . 

Maintenance  and  repair 

commodities  1/  4 /  . 

Fuel  and  other  utiliTies  2/  . 


Fuel  oil  and  other  household  fuel 

commodities  . 

Gas  (piped)  and  electricity  (energy 

services ) . 

Other  utilities  and  public 

services  4/  . 

Household  furnishings  and  operation  2/  . 

Housef urnishings  4/  . 

Housekeeping  supplies  . 

Housekeeping  services  4 /  . 

Apparel  and  upkeep  . 

Apparel  commodities  4 1  . 

Men's  and  boys'  apparel  . 

Women's  and  girls'  apparel . 

Infants'  and  toddlers1  apparel  1_/  .... 

Footwear  . . . 

Other  apparel  commodities  4 1 . 

Apparel  services  \_/  4 1  . 

Transportation  . 

Private  transportation  . 

New  vehicles  . 

New  cars  . 

Used  cars  . 

Motor  fuel  . 

Gasoline  . 

Maintenance  and  repairs  . 

Other  private  transportation  4 J . 

Other  private  transportation 

commodities  4 1 . 

Other  private  transportation 

services  4/  . 

Public  transportation  . 

Medical  care  . 

Medical  care  commodities  . 

Medical  care  services  . 

Professional  medical  services  . 


Entertainment  4/  . 

Entertainment  commodities  4/  . 

Entertainment  services  k_!  . 

Other  goods  and  services  2/  . 

Tobacco  and  smoking  products  . 

Personal  care  \_/  . 

Toilet  goods  and  personal  care 

appliances  1/  . 

Personal  care  services  W  . . 

Personal  and  educational  expenses  4,/  ... 

School  books  and  supplies  . .  .  .  . 

Personal  and  educational  services  4/  . 

Commodity  and  service  group 

All  items  . 

Commodities  . 

Food  and  beverages  . . 

Commodities  less  food  and  beverages  .... 
Nondurables  less  food  and  beverages  .. 

Apparel  commodities  4/  . 

Nondurables  less  food,  beverages, 

and  apparel  . 

Durables  . 

Services  . 

Rent  of  shelter  3/  . 

Household  services  less  rent  of 

shelter  3/  4/ . 

Transportatidn  services  . 

Medical  care  services  . 

Other  services  . 

Special  indexes 

All  items  less  food  . 

All  items  less  shelter  . .  .  .  .  , . 

All  items  less  homeowners'  costs  3_/  b/ . 

All  items  less  medical  care  . 

Commodities  less  food  . 

Nondurables  less  food  . 

Nondurables  less  food  and  apparel  . 

Nondurables  . . . 

Services  less  rent  of  shelter  37  A'  . 

Services  less  medical  care  services  . 

Energy  . 

All  items  less  energy  . 

All  items  less  food  and  energy  . 

Commodities  less  food  and 

energy  commodities  . 

Energy  commodities  . 

Services  less  energy  services  . 

Purchasing  power  of  the  consumer  dollar: 

1982-84*$:. 00  1/  . 

1967=81.00  1/  ~ . 


Unad¬ 

Unadjusted 

Seasonally 

Unad¬ 

Unadjusted 

Seasonally 

justed 

percent  change  to 

adjusted 

justed 

percent  change  to 

adjusted 

indexes 

Nov.  1997 

f  rom- 

percent 

indexes 

Nov.  1997 

r  rom- 

percent 

Nov . 

Nov , 

Oct . 

change  from- 

Nov . 

Nov , 

Oct . 

change  from 

1997 

1996 

1997 

Oct.  to  Nov. 

1997 

1996 

1997 

Oct.  to  Nov 

161.5 

1.8 

-0 . 1 

0.1 

!  158.5 

1.7 

0.0 

0 . 1 

483.9 

- 

- 

!  472.2 

— 

“ 

158.9 

1 .  7 

.1 

.1 

!  158.3 

1.7 

.  1 

.  1 

158.5 

1.7 

.2 

.2 

!  157.9 

1  .  6 

.  1 

.  1 

159.1 

1  .2 

.  1 

.  1 

:  i58.i 

1  . 1 

.  1 

.  1 

178.0 

1  .5 

-.2 

.  1 

:  177.8 

1.5 

- .  1 

.  1 

149.3 

.3 

.3 

.  1 

i  149.0 

.3 

.  3 

.0 

147.0 

-1.5 

.9 

.9 

!  146.8 

-1  .6 

.  9 

.  9 

189.5 

1 . 7 

.5 

.4 

!  188.4 

1 .  7 

.4 

.  2 

147.7 

3.0 

-.9 

-.3 

!  147.0 

2.8 

-.9 

- .  4 

147.4 

2.2 

-.5 

.4 

1  147.3 

2.3 

-.5 

.  4 

140.4 

-.3 

-.9 

-.2 

1  140.2 

-.2 

-  .  8 

—  •  1 

134.7 

5.9 

-1.4 

-1.2 

i  133.3 

5  .  2 

-1 .4 

-1  . 1 

161.5 

2.0 

-.6 

.0 

!  161.3 

2.0 

- .  6 

- .  1 

158.6 

2.5 

.3 

.3 

!  158.6 

2.5 

.  3 

.  3 

163.7 

2.2 

.0 

.1 

1  162.8 

2.0 

.0 

.  1 

157.7 

2.5 

.0 

.3 

!  154.5 

2.5 

.  1 

.4 

177.7 

3  .  1 

-.  1 

.2 

!  172.8 

3.0 

.  1 

.  2 

185.9 

3  .  3 

-1.0 

.0 

!  162.7 

3 . 2 

- .  6 

.  1 

168.7 

3  .  1 

.3 

.  2 

I  168.4 

3  . 1 

.  3 

.  2 

216.6 

4.2 

-3.9 

-.5 

1  215.6 

4.0 

-4.0 

-.4 

183.9 

3.0 

.3 

.3 

167.6 

2.9 

.  3 

.  3 

184.2 

3.0 

.3 

.3 

!  167.9 

2.9 

.  3 

.  3 

167.0 

1  .5 

.  1 

.  1 

!  151.4 

.9 

.  1 

.  1 

144.9 

2.7 

.  1 

.1 

I  142.8 

2.1 

.  1 

.  1 

153.7 

4.1 

.2 

.2 

1  154.7 

3.2 

.2 

.2 

132.7 

.  3 

.0 

.0 

!  127.9 

.6 

.  1 

.  1 

13  1.1 

2  .  1 

.  2 

.9 

:  130.9 

2.2 

.  2 

1 .0 

117.7 

1.7 

.3 

1.5 

!  117.3 

1.9 

.  4 

1 . 5 

96.6 

-8.8 

1.4 

.6 

:  96.4 

-8.8 

1.5 

.5 

125.3 

3.0 

.2 

1.6 

:  124.9 

3.1 

.2 

1.7 

162.8 

2.5 

.2 

.3 

:  163.6 

2.6 

.2 

.3 

125.2 

.3 

-.2 

.  1 

:  123.7 

.3 

-.2 

.0 

109.7 

-1 .0 

-.4 

-.1 

:  108.5 

-.9 

-.5 

- .  2 

143.4 

1  . 1 

.  1 

.1 

1.3 

.  2 

.  2 

153.7 

2.7 

.3 

.5 

1  156.6 

2.8 

.  3 

.  4 

134.7 

1.0 

-.1 

.2 

1  133.6 

.9 

-.2 

.  1 

131.1 

.9 

-.1 

.2 

!  130.2 

.9 

-.2 

.  2 

133.0 

1.4 

-.1 

-.5 

!  132.7 

1 .4 

.  2 

- .  3 

128.8 

1 .  7 

.4 

1.0 

:  127.0 

1  .6 

.  2 

.  8 

126.0 

-.6 

-.2 

-.2 

1  127.1 

-.5 

- .  5 

- .  5 

129.3 

1  .  3 

-1.0 

-.5 

:  130.4 

1.2 

-1  .  1 

-.  7 

143.6 

-3.6 

-1  .3 

-.1 

:  143.5 

-3.5 

-1.3 

.  1 

163.4 

1  .6 

-.2 

-.2 

1  162.6 

1.6 

- .  1 

-.  1 

143.9 

-.6 

-.4 

-.7 

!  143.1 

-1  .0 

-.3 

-.7 

140.6 

-.6 

-.2 

-.5 

!  140.8 

-1 .0 

-.2 

- .  6 

144.0 

-.6 

.5 

-.2 

!  145.1 

— .  6 

.  3 

- .  4 

141.3 

-.7 

.5 

-.1 

:  140.8 

-.8 

.  4 

- .  3 

147.6 

-5  .  7 

-.2 

-.1 

:  149.2 

-5.4 

-.  1 

- .  1 

104.6 

-3.0 

-2.0 

-2 . 1 

1  104.4 

-3.4 

-2  .  1 

-2 . 2 

104.1 

-2.8 

-2.3 

-2.3 

!  104.0 

-3  .  2 

-2 . 2 

-2 . 4 

164.0 

2 . 2 

.  1 

.2 

:  165.1 

2.3 

.  1 

.  2 

179.0 

1.6 

.3 

-.1 

:  174.3 

1.4 

.  3 

.0 

104 . 5 

-.6 

.2 

.0 

!  103.6 

-.6 

.0 

-.1 

196.6 

1.9 

.3 

-.1 

:  192.3 

1.7 

.4 

.0 

185.9 

-.7 

-2.6 

-2 . 3 

:  183.9 

-.3 

-2  .  1 

-1  .  7 

236.4 

2.6 

.3 

.3 

:  235.8 

2.6 

.3 

.3 

215.8 

1.8 

.1 

.2 

;  213.1 

1.9 

.  1 

.  3 

241.2 

2  .  7 

.3 

.4 

:  240.8 

2.6 

.  2 

.  2 

217.1 

2.9 

.  1 

.  1 

:  218.5 

3.0 

.  2 

.  2 

162.9 

1 .4 

-.1 

-.2 

!  160.3 

1  .3 

-.2 

-.2 

144.3 

.2 

.0 

-.2 

i  142.9 

.  1 

-.  1 

- .  3 

184.6 

2.4 

-.2 

-.3 

1  184.9 

2.5 

-.2 

- .  3 

229.9 

4.9 

.2 

.3 

!  226.7 

5.1 

.3 

.4 

250 . 7 

6.1 

.2 

.  1 

1  250.5 

6.2 

.  2 

.  1 

154.3 

2.1 

,7 

.7 

!  154.3 

2.0 

.  7 

.  7 

146.1 

1  .0 

1.1 

1.1 

!  147.1 

1.2 

1.2 

1.2 

163.5 

3  . 1 

.1 

.  1 

!  163.7 

3 . 2 

.  1 

.  1 

265.8 

5  . 1 

.  1 

.4 

1  261.2 

5  .  3 

.  2 

.  3 

242.4 

5  . 1 

.0 

.2 

1  244.7 

5.2 

.0 

.  3 

267.8 

5.1 

.1 

.4 

!  262.8 

5 . 2 

.  2 

.  3 

161.5 

1.8 

-.  1 

.1 

!  158.5 

1.7 

.0 

.  1 

142.3 

.6 

-.1 

-.1 

1  142.1 

.4 

-  .  1 

- .  1 

158.9 

1  .  7 

.  1 

.  1 

!  158.3 

1  .  7 

.  1 

.  1 

132.2 

-.3 

-.2 

-.2 

i  132.3 

- .  5 

- .  3 

- .  4 

135.3 

.4 

-.4 

-.3 

l  135.1 

.  4 

- .  4 

- .  4 

131.1 

.9 

-.1 

.  2 

i  130.2 

.9 

-.2 

.  2 

140.6 

.2 

-.5 

-.6 

!  140.5 

.2 

-.5 

-.6 

127.9 

-1  .  3 

.1 

-.1 

!  127.3 

-1.7 

.0 

- .  3 

181.0 

2.9 

.0 

.2 

!  178.1 

2.8 

.  1 

.  3 

185.0 

3 . 1 

.0 

.3 

!  166.3 

3.1 

.  1 

.  2 

146.7 

2.7 

.2 

.8 

!  134.8 

2.7 

.2 

.8 

186.2 

1  .4 

-.4 

-.6 

:  184.0 

1  .  5 

- .  1 

- .  2 

241.2 

2 . 7 

.3 

.4 

!  240.8 

2.6 

.  2 

.  2 

212.7 

3.9 

.0 

.  1 

!  209.5 

4.0 

.0 

.  1 

162.1 

1.9 

-.1 

.  1 

!  158.5 

1  .  7 

-.  1 

.  1 

156.8 

1  .4 

-.1 

.  1 

!  154.7 

1  .  2 

-.  1 

.  0 

162.2 

1  .  6 

-.1 

.  1 

:  148.5 

1  .4 

-.  1 

.  1 

157.3 

1.8 

-.1 

.  1 

:  154.9 

1 .  7 

.0 

.  1 

133.5 

-.1 

-.2 

-.2 

i  133.5 

-.4 

-.3 

- .  3 

137.0 

.7 

-.3 

-.2 

136.7 

.5 

-.4 

-.3 

141.9 

.5 

-.4 

-.3 

i  141.7 

.4 

-.5 

- .  5 

147.3 

1  .2 

-.  1 

.  1 

I  147.0 

1  . 1 

- .  1 

- .  1 

189.8 

2  .  7 

.0 

.2 

!  169.1 

2.7 

.  1 

.  3 

175.4 

2.9 

-.  1 

.1 

1  172.8 

2.9 

.  1 

.  2 

110.7 

-.4 

-.7 

-.2 

!  110.1 

-  .  7 

- .  8 

- .  3 

168.3 

2.1 

.0 

.  1 

!  165.3 

1.9 

.  1 

.  1 

170.8 

2.2 

.0 

.  1 

1  167.2 

2.0 

.  1 

.  1 

142.8 

.4 

.  1 

.0 

1  142.2 

.3 

.0 

.0 

103.9 

-3  .  7 

-1.7 

-1 .9 

:  io4.o 

-3.9 

-1  .  7 

-2 . 1 

186.7 

2.9 

.0 

.  1 

!  184.0 

2.9 

.  1 

.  1 

$  .619 

-1 .9 

.0 

.0 

:  $.631 

-1.7 

.0 

.0 

.207 

- 

- 

- 

i  .212 

- 

~ 

~ 

1/ 

7/ 

71 

d/ 


NOTE: 


Not  seasonally  adjusted. 

This  index  series  will  undergo  a  change  in  composition  in  January.  1998. 

U-population  indexes  on  a  December  1982=100  base;  W-population  indexes  on  a  December 
This  index  series  will  no  longer  appear  in  its  present  form  after  December,  1997. 
Data  not  available. 

Index  applies  to  a  month  as  a  whole,  not  to  any  specific  date. 


1984=100  base. 


Table  2.  Consumer  Price  Index  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U)  and  Consumer  Price  Index  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical 
Workers  (CPI-W):  Selected  areas,  all  items  index 

(1982-84=100,  unless  otherwise  noted) 


Area 


U.S.  city  average  . 

Region  and  area  size  ]_/ 

Northeast  urban . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1.200.000  ... 
Size  B  -  500.000  to  1.200.000  2/ 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  500,000  2/ .7. 

North  Central  urban  . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1.200.000  ... 
Size  B  -  360.000  to  1.200.000  2/ 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  360,000  2/ .7. 

Size  D  -  Nonmetropolitan 

(less  than  50,000)  .... 

South’  urban  . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,200,000  ... 
Size  B  -  450.000  to  1,200.000  2/ 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  450,000  2/ .7. 

Size  D  -  Nonmetropolitan 

(less  than  50,000)  .... 


West  urban  . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,250,000 
Size  C  -  50,000  to  330,000  2/ 


Size  classes 

A  3/  . 

B  7/  . 

C  7/  . 

D  7 . 


Selected  local  areas 

Chicago-Gary-Lake  County,  IL-IN-WI . 

Los  Ange 1 es-Anahe im-Ri ve rside ,  CA  . 

N.Y.-Northern  N.J.-Long  Island,  NY-NJ-CT 
Phil .-Wilmington-Trenton, 

PA-NJ-DE-MD  4/  . 

San  Francisco-Oakland-San  Jose,  CA  _4/  .. 

Baltimore ,  MD  5/  . 

Bos ton-Lawrence-Sa 1 em ,  MA-NH  . 

Cleve 1 and-Akron-Lo rain ,  OH  . 

Miami-Fort  Lauderdale,  FL  . 

St.  Louis-East  St.  Louis,  MO-IL  6/  . 

Washington,  DC-MD-VA  5_/  . 

Dallas-Fort  Worth,  TX  . 

Detroit-Ann  Arbor,  MI  . 

Houston-Galvest on-Brazoria ,  TX  . 

Pit tsburgh-Beave r  Valley,  PA  6/  . 


CPI-U 

CPI-W 

Indexes 

Percent 

I ndexes 

Percent 

change  to 

change  to 

Nov.  1997 

Nov.  1997 

Sept  . 
1997 

Oct. 

No  v . 

f  rom- 

Sep t . 

Oct.  Nov . 

f  rom- 

1997 

1997 

Nov.  1996 

1997 

1997  1997 

Nov.  1996 

161.2 

161.6 

161.5 

1 .8 

158.3 

158.5 

158.5 

1  .  7 

168.4 

168.7 

168.5 

1 .9 

165.6 

165.8 

165.7 

1  .  7 

169.2 

169.5 

169.3 

2.0 

165.4 

165.5 

165.5 

1 .8 

166.0 

166.0 

165.8 

1  .  7 

163.4 

163.5 

163.2 

1.6 

167 . 1 

167.6 

167.5 

1.9 

168.6 

168.9 

168.9 

1 .  7 

157.5 

157.7 

157.7 

1  .  7 

153.9 

154.0 

154.0 

1.5 

158.3 

158.4 

158.4 

2.0 

153.9 

153.9 

153.8 

1  .7 

156.2 

156.7 

156.9 

1  .6 

152.3 

152.7 

153.0 

1  .5 

159.6 

159.7 

159.3 

1.4 

156.9 

156.9 

156.5 

1.3 

153.4 

153.2 

153.7 

1  .  2 

151.5 

151.1 

151.6 

1  .0 

157.5 

157.8 

157.8 

1 .  7 

155.9 

156.1 

156.2 

1.6 

156.4 

156.7 

156.4 

1 .  7 

154.5 

154.7 

154.5 

1.6 

160.6 

160.9 

161.2 

1  .9 

156.6 

156.8 

157.1 

1 .  7 

156.7 

157.2 

157.3 

1.7 

156.4 

156.9 

157.1 

1.6 

157.1 

156.9 

157.1 

1.6 

157.7 

157.3 

157.5 

1.5 

162.1 

162.8 

162.8 

2.3 

158.6 

159.3 

159.2 

2.1 

162.3 

163.1 

162.8 

2.3 

157.2 

157.9 

157.7 

2 . 2 

167.4 

168.3 

169.2 

3.2 

164.1 

164.9 

165.6 

3.0 

145.6 

146.0 

145.8 

2.0 

144.4 

144.7 

144.6 

1.8 

161.2 

161.5 

161.6 

1  .  7 

158.0 

158.3 

158.4 

1  .5 

161.0 

161.5 

161.6 

2.0 

160.0 

160.4 

160.5 

1 .8 

157.4 

157.6 

157.8 

1  .3 

156.6 

156.7 

156.9 

1.2 

162.1 

162.5 

162.9 

2.2 

156.4 

156.9 

157.2 

1 .8 

160.5 

161.1 

160.7 

1  .5 

154.7 

155.4 

154.9 

1  .  3 

171.7 

172.3 

172.0 

2  .  1 

167.7 

168.1 

168.0 

2.0 

168.6 

167.7 

166.4 

1.3 

167.9 

166.8 

165.9 

1  .2 

161.6 

162.5 

162.6 

3.6 

158.6 

159.5 

159.5 

3.4 

156.7 

_ 

156.0 

.8 

155.6 

_ 

154.6 

.7 

167.8 

— 

169.4 

1 . 9 

166.2 

— 

167.8 

1  .5 

157.3 

_ 

157.1 

2  .  1 

149.2 

— 

149.1 

2.0 

158.5 

— 

159.5 

2 . 0 

156.1 

— 

157.0 

1.6 

155.1 

_ 

152.9 

1 .0 

154.0 

— 

151.9 

.9 

163.6 

161.8 

.4 

161.1 

- 

159.1 

.3 

_ 

152.8 

_ 

_ 

_ 

152.8 

_ 

_ 

_ 

157.9 

_ 

— 

— 

152.4 

— 

— 

_ 

147.3 

- 

_ 

— 

146.3 

— 

— 

- 

157.9 

- 

- 

- 

15  1.3 

- 

- 

1/  Regions  defined  as  the  four  Census  regions.  See  map  in  technical  notes. 

7/  Starting  in  January,  1998,  a  new  Size  Class  B/C  will  be  introduced,  composed  of  current 

Size  Class  B  and  Size  Class  C  cities.  There  will  be  no  individual  Size  Class  B  or  Size  Class  C. 

3/  Indexes  on  a  December  1986=100  base. 

5/  Indexes  for  the  cities  of  Philadelphia  and  San  Francisco  will  no  longer  be  published  on  a  monthly 

basis  starting  in  January,  1998.  Beginning  in  February,  1998  they  will  be  published  on  a 
bi-monthly  basis. 

_5/  Indexes  for  the  cities  of  Washington  and  Baltimore  will  no  longer  be  published  separately  after  December,  1997. 

Beginning  in  January,  1998  the  two  cities  will  be  published  as  a  Wash i ng t on-Ba 1 t imo r e 
combined  metropolitan  area. 

6/  Indexes  for  the  cities  of  Pittsburgh  and  St.  Louis  will  no  longer  be  published  on  a  bi-monthly 

basis  after  December,  1997.  Beginning  in  July,  1998  they  will  be  published  semi-annually,  each 
January  and  July. 

Data  not  available. 

NOTE:  Local  area  CPI  indexes  are  byproducts  of  the  national  CPI  program.  Each  local  index  has  a  smaller  sample  size 

than  the  national  index  and  is,  therefore,  subject  to  substantially  more  sampling  and  other  measurement  error. 
As  a  result,  local  area  indexes  show  greater  volatility  than  the  national  index,  although  their  long-term 
trends  are  similar.  Therefore,  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  strongly  urges  users  to  consider  adopting  the 
national  average  CPI  for  use  in  their  escalator  clauses. 


BRIEF  EXPLANATION  OFTHE  CPI 


The  Consumer  Price  Index  (CPI)  is  a  measure  of  the  average  change 
in  prices  over  time  in  a  fixed  market  basket  of  goods  and  services. 
Two  CPIs  are  published:  1)The  CPI  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI- 
U)  which  covers  about  80  percent  of  the  total  population  and  2)  the 
CPI  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers  (CPI-W)  which 
covers  32  percent  of  the  total  population.  The  CPI  is  based  on  prices 
of  food,  clothing,  shelter,  transportation,  medical  care,  and  other  goods 
and  services  that  people  buy  for  day-to-day  living.  In  calculating  the 
Index,  price  changes  for  the  various  items  in  85  locations  are  averaged 
together  with  weights  which  represent  their  importance  in  the  spending 
of  the  appropriate  population  group.  Indexes  for  different  months  are 
usually  compared  in  relative  terms.  Thus,  an  index  of  133.5  is  1.063 
times  higher  than  an  index  of  125.6  (133.5/125.6=1.063);  in  other 
words,  prices  increased  6.3 percent. The  CPI  is  used  as  an  indicator 
of  inflation,  a  deflator  of  other  economic  series,  and  as  an  escalator 
for  income  payments. 


More  detail. This  news  release  from  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor  provides  summary  data  from  the 
Consumer  Price  Index.  The  full  release  is  available  electronically 
at  release  time.  For  Information,  call  202-606-5902.  CPI  data  also 
are  available  on  diskette  and  tape.  For  information,  call  202-606- 
7000.  If  you  have  any  questions  about  the  CPI,  please  write  to  the 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  Division  of  Consumer  Prices  and  Price 
Indexes,  Room  361 5PSB,  Washington,  DC  20212,  or  call  202-606- 
7000.  Full  detail  is  available  in  the  monthly  periodical  CPI  Detailed 
Report,  available  for  $25  per  year  from  New  Orders,  Government 
Printing  Office,  PO.  Box  371954,  Pittsburgh,  PA  15250-7954.  This 
information  will  be  made  available  to  sensory  impaired  individuals 
upon  request.  Voice  phone:  202-606-STAT,  TDD  phone:  202-606- 
5897,  TDD  Message  Referral  Phone:  1-800-326-2577.  For  a 
recorded  message  of  summary  CPI  data,  call  202-606-STAT. 
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Table  1.  Consumer  Price  Index  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U)  and  Consumer  Price  Index  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers 
(CPI-W):  U.S.  city  average,  by  expenditure  category  and  commodity  and  service  group 

(  1 982-84  =  1 00  ,  unless  otherwise  noted) 


CPI-U  CPI-W 


Unad- 

Unad  j  us  ted 

Seasonal ly 

Unad- 

Unadjusted 

Seasona 1 1 y 

justed 

percent 

change  to 

adjusted 

justed 

pe  rc  en  t 

change  to 

adjusted 

indexes 

Dec .  1  99  7  f  rom- 

percent 

indexes 

Dec .  1  99  7  f  rom- 

percent 

Dec  . 

Dec  . 

No v . 

change  f  rom- 

Dec  . 

Dec  . 

Nov  . 

change  f  rom 

1997 

1996 

1997 

Nov .  to  Dec  . 

1997 

1996 

1997 

Nov.  to  Dec 

Expenditure  category 

All  items  . 

161.3 

1.7 

-0 . 1 

0 . 1 

158.2 

1  .  5 

-0 . 2 

0 . 1 

All  items  (1967=100)  . 

483.2 

- 

471.3 

Food  and  beverages  . 

159.1 

1  .6 

.  1 

.0 

158.5 

1  .  5 

.  1 

.0 

Food  . 

158.7 

1  .  5 

.  1 

-.  1 

158.1 

1  .  5 

.  1 

-  .  1 

Food  at  home  . 

159.2 

1  .0 

.  1 

-.3 

158.2 

.  8 

.  1 

-  .  3 

Cereals  and  bakery  products  . 

178.4 

1  .  5 

.  2 

.  2 

178.1 

1  .  5 

.  2 

.  2 

Meats,  poultry,  fish,  and  eggs  . 

148.4 

-1.1 

-.6 

-.7 

148.0 

-1.2 

-.7 

-.7 

Dairy  products  1/  . 

147.8 

-.5 

.5 

.  5 

147.5 

-  .  7 

.  5 

.5 

Fruits  and  vegeTables  2/  . 

191.3 

2  .  2 

.9 

-1.0 

190.0 

2 . 2 

.8 

-1.1 

Other  food  at  home  . 

147.7 

2.9 

.0 

.  1 

147.1 

2  .  7 

.  1 

.  2 

Sugar  and  sweets  . 

147.9 

2 . 2 

.  3 

.5 

147.7 

2.2 

.  3 

.6 

Fats  and  oils  . 

140.3 

-.3 

-.1 

.  1 

140.0 

-.3 

-.  1 

.  1 

Nonalcoholic  beverages  . 

133.1 

4.9 

-1.2 

-.8 

13  1.7 

4  .  1 

-1.2 

-.  7 

Other  prepared  food  . 

Food  away  from  home  . 

162.8 

2 . 5 

.8 

.  7 

162.7 

2.5 

.9 

.  7 

159.0 

2 . 6 

.3 

.4 

159.0 

2.6 

.  3 

.  3 

Alcoholic  beverages  . 

164.0 

2 . 2 

.2 

.4 

163.1 

2.0 

.  2 

.4 

Housing  2/  . 

157.7 

2.4 

.0 

.  1 

154.4 

2.3 

-.1 

.0 

Shelter  . 

178.1 

3  .  4 

.  2 

.4 

173.1 

3  .  2 

.  2 

.  4 

Renters'  costs  3/  4/ . 

186.1 

3 . 9 

.  1 

.  7 

163.1 

3  .  7 

.  2 

.  7 

Rent,  residenTiaT  . 

169.1 

3  .  1 

.2 

.  3 

168.8 

3  .  1 

.  2 

.  3 

Other  renters'  costs  4/  . 

216.1 

6.0 

-.2 

1.6 

215.8 

5.9 

.  1 

1  .  8 

Homeowners'  costs  3/  4/ . 

184.3 

3  .  1 

.2 

.3 

168.0 

3  .  1 

.  2 

.  3 

Owners'  equivalent  rent  3/  . 

184.7 

3  . 1 

.  3 

.3 

168.3 

3.0 

.2 

.4 

Household  insurance  3/  47"  . 

167.1 

2 . 9 

.  1 

.  2 

15  1.6 

3.0 

.  1 

.  3 

Maintenance  and  repairs  17  4/  . 

145.6 

2 . 9 

.5 

.5 

143.4 

2.4 

.4 

.  4 

Maintenance  and  repair 

services  1 /  4/  . 

154.1 

4.1 

.3 

.3 

155.2 

3.4 

.3 

.3 

Maintenance  and  repair 

commodities  1/  4/  . 

133.9 

1 .0 

.9 

.  9 

128.6 

1  .2 

.5 

.5 

Fuel  and  other  utiliTies  2/  . 

130.0 

.5 

-.8 

-1.1 

129.7 

.5 

-.9 

-1.3 

Fuels  . 

115.8 

-1.1 

-1.6 

-2.3 

115.2 

-1.1 

-1.8 

-2 . 5 

Fuel  oil  and  other  household  fuel 

commodities  . 

97.2 

-11.9 

.6 

-.6 

97.0 

-12.3 

.6 

-.9 

Gas  (piped)  and  electricity  (energy 

services ) . 

123.0 

.2 

-1.8 

-2.4 

122.4 

.  1 

-2.0 

-2.6 

Other  utilities  and  public 

services  4/  . 

162.9 

2.4 

.1 

.  1 

163.7 

2.6 

.  1 

.  1 

Household  furnishings  and  operation  2/  . 

125.1 

.  1 

-.1 

.0 

123.6 

.  1 

-.  1 

.  1 

Housef urnishings  4/  . 

109.5 

-1  .4 

-.2 

.0 

108.3 

-1.4 

-.2 

-.1 

Housekeeping  suppTies  . 

143.4 

1  .4 

.0 

.  3 

144.3 

1  .6 

.  1 

.  3 

Housekeeping  services  4/  . 

153.7 

2.4 

.0 

-.1 

156.7 

2  .  5 

.  1 

.  1 

Apparel  and  upkeep  . 

Apparel  commodities  4/  . 

Men's  and  boys'  apparel  . 

Women's  and  girls’  apparel . 

Infants'  and  toddlers’  apparel  1/  .... 

131.6 

1.0 

-2  .  3 

.  1 

130.3 

.8 

-2.5 

-.1 

127.7 

.9 

-2 . 6 

.  1 

126.6 

.  7 

-2.8 

-.1 

131.2 

2  .  7 

-1.4 

.8 

130.7 

2 . 5 

-1.5 

.  8 

123.6 

.2 

-4.0 

-.7 

121.5 

-.2 

-4.3 

-1  .0 

125.8 

-.9 

-.2 

-.2 

126.5 

-1  .  2 

-.5 

-.5 

Footwear  . 

128.2 

1  .8 

-.9 

.9 

129.2 

1  .  7 

-.9 

.  9 

Other  apparel  commodities  4/ . 

139.6 

-1.4 

-2.8 

.5 

138.5 

-.9 

-3  .  5 

.  1 

Apparel  services  1/  4/  . 

163.8 

1  .  4 

.2 

.2 

162.9 

1  .5 

.  2 

.  2 

Transportation  . 

143.2 

-1.4 

-.5 

-.2 

142.4 

-1  .  7 

-.5 

-.1 

Private  transportation  . 

140.0 

-1.2 

-.4 

-.1 

140.1 

-1 .6 

-.5 

-.1 

New  vehicles  . 

144.1 

-  .  9 

.  1 

-.2 

145.3 

-.8 

.  1 

-  .  1 

New  cars  . 

141.5 

-1.0 

.  1 

-.3 

140.9 

-1.3 

.  1 

-.3 

Used  cars  . 

147.9 

-4.9 

.  2 

.3 

149.5 

-4 . 7 

.  2 

.  5 

Motor  fue  1  . 

101.9 

-6 . 2 

-2 . 6 

-1  .0 

10  1.7 

-6 . 6 

-2 . 6 

-.9 

Gasoline  . 

101.3 

-6 . 1 

-2  .  7 

-1.0 

101.2 

-6.6 

-2 . 7 

-.9 

Maintenance  and  repairs  . 

164.7 

2.6 

.4 

.  5 

165.7 

2  .  7 

.  4 

.6 

Other  private  transportation  4/ . 

178.9 

1  .  6 

-.  1 

.  1 

174.3 

1  .  6 

.0 

.  1 

Other  private  transportation 

104.4 

commodi ties  4  / . 

-.8 

1 

-.3 

103.7 

- .  6 

.  1 

.  0 

Other  private  transportation 

196.6 

192.3 

2.0 

.0 

.  1 

services  4/  . 

2.0 

.0 

.2 

Public  transportation  . 

184.3 

-2.9 

-.9 

-.9 

182.5 

-2.4 

-.8 

-.4 

Medical  care  . 

237  .1 

2.8 

.3 

.5 

236.5 

2.8 

.3 

.  5 

Medical  care  commodities  . 

216.8 

2  .  3 

.5 

.6 

2  14.1 

2  .  2 

.5 

.4 

Medical  care  services  . 

241.8 

2  .  9 

.2 

.5 

241.6 

2.9 

.  3 

.5 

Professional  medical  services  . 

217.5 

3  .  1 

.  2 

.4 

218.9 

3.1 

.  2 

.  3 

Entertainment  4/  . 

163.1 

1  .4 

.  1 

.3 

160.4 

1  .  3 

.  1 

.2 

Entertainment  commodities  4/  . 

144.0 

-.1 

- .  2 

.0 

142.8 

-.  1 

-.1 

.  2 

Entertainment  services  4y  . 

185.1 

2.5 

.  3 

.4 

185.4 

2.6 

.  3 

.  4 

Other  goods  and  services  2/  . 

230  .1 

5  .  2 

.  1 

.4 

226.9 

5 . 4 

.  1 

.4 

Tobacco  and  smoking  products  . 

251.2 

7  .  2 

.2 

.  7 

250.9 

7  .  3 

.  2 

.  7 

Personal  care  1/  . 

154.0 

2  .  3 

-.2 

-.2 

153.9 

2  .  3 

-.3 

-  .  3 

Toilet  goods  and  personal  care 

146.1 

appliances  1 /  . 

145.3 

1 .8 

-.5 

-.5 

1  .8 

-.7 

-.7 

Personal  care  services  1/  . 

163.9 

3.0 

.  2 

.2 

164.1 

2 . 9 

.  2 

.  2 

Personal  and  educational  expenses  4/  ... 

266  .1 

5.2 

.  1 

.  4 

261.6 

5 . 4 

.  2 

.  6 

School  books  and  supplies  . 

242.8 

5  .  1 

.2 

.5 

245  .2 

5  .  3 

.  2 

.  5 

Personal  and  educational  services  4/  . 

268.1 

5.2 

.  1 

.4 

263.2 

5.4 

.2 

.  6 

Commodity  and  service  group 

All  items  . 

161.3 

1  .  7 

-.  1 

.  1 

158.2 

1  .5 

-.2 

.  i 

Commodities  . 

141.7 

.2 

-.4 

.0 

141.6 

.  1 

-.4 

~.i 

Food  and  beverages  . 

159.1 

1  .  6 

.  1 

.0 

158.5 

1  .  5 

.  1 

.0 

Commodities  less  food  and  beverages  .... 

131.2 

-.7 

-  .  8 

- .  1 

131.3 

-.8 

-.8 

.0 

Nondurables  less  food  and  beverages  .  . 

133.5 

-.1 

-1  .3 

.  1 

133.1 

-.4 

-1.5 

.  1 

Apparel  commodities  4/  . 

127.7 

.9 

-2.6 

.  1 

126.6 

.7 

-2.8 

-.  1 

Nondurables  less  food,  beverages. 

and  apparel  . 

139.5 

-.7 

-.8 

.  2 

139.3 

-.8 

-.9 

.3 

Durables  . 

128.0 

-1.5 

.  1 

-.  1 

127.5 

-1.6 

.  2 

.  1 

Services  . 

181.0 

2.8 

.0 

.  2 

178.2 

2.8 

.  1 

.  2 

Rent  of  shelter  3/  . 

185.3 

3  .  3 

.2 

.4 

166.6 

3  .  2 

.2 

.3 

Household  services  less  rent  of 

shelter  3/  4/ . 

145.7 

1  .6 

-.7 

-.9 

133.7 

1  .  5 

-.8 

-.9 

Transportation  services  . 

186.0 

1  .0 

-.1 

.  1 

183.9 

1  .  3 

-.  1 

.  1 

Medical  care  services  . 

241.8 

2.9 

.  2 

.  5 

2  41.6 

2 . 9 

.  3 

.  5 

Other  services  . 

2  13.1 

4.0 

.2 

.4 

209  .  9 

4  .  1 

2 

.4 

Special  indexes 

All  items  less  food  . 

161.8 

1 .8 

-.2 

.  1 

158.1 

1  .  5 

-.3 

.  1 

All  items  less  shelter  . 

156.4 

1  .  1 

-.3 

-.1 

154.2 

.9 

-.3 

-.  1 

All  items  less  homeowners'  costs  3/  4/ . 

161.8 

1  .4 

-.2 

.0 

148.1 

1  .  2 

-.3 

.0 

All  items  less  medical  care  . 

157.0 

1  .6 

-.2 

.  1 

154.5 

1  .4 

-.3 

.0 

Commodities  less  food  . 

132.6 

-.5 

-.7 

.0 

132.5 

-.7 

-.7 

.0 

Nondurables  less  food  . 

135.3 

.0 

-1  .  2 

.0 

135.0 

-.  1 

-1.2 

- .  1 

Nondurables  less  food  and  apparel  . 

141.0 

-.4 

-.6 

- .  1 

140.7 

-.4 

-.7 

-.  1 

Nondurables  . 

146.5 

.8 

-.5 

-.1 

146.2 

.  7 

-.5 

- .  1 

Services  less  rent  of  shelter  3/  4/  . 

189.5 

2 . 3 

-.2 

.  1 

168.8 

2.3 

-.2 

-.  1 

Services  less  medical  care  services  . 

175.4 

2.8 

.0 

.2 

172.7 

2  .  7 

1 

.  1 

Energy  . 

108.4 

-3.4 

-2  .  1 

-1  .  6 

107.7 

-3.8 

-2 . 2 

-1.7 

All  items  less  energy  . 

16  8.3 

2  .  1 

.0 

.  2 

165.2 

1  .  9 

-.  1 

.  2 

All  items  less  food  and  energy  . 

170.7 

2 . 2 

-.1 

.2 

167.1 

2  .  1 

-.1 

.  3 

Commodities  less  food  and 

141.5 

.  i 

energy  commodities  . 

142.1 

.4 

-.5 

.  1 

.4 

- .  5 

Energy  commodities  . 

101.6 

-6.9 

-2 . 2 

-.9 

101.6 

-7  .  1 

-2 . 3 

-  .  9 

Services  less  energy  services  . 

186.9 

3 .0 

.  1 

.4 

184.3 

3.0 

.  2 

.  4 

Purchasing  power  of  the  consumer  dollar: 

$  .632 

-1  .4 

1982-84=51.00  1/  . 

S  .620 

-1  .  7 

.2 

.2 

.2 

.  2 

1967=$1 .00  1/  7 . 

.  207 

“ 

~ 

.212 

1/  Not  seasonally  adjusted. 

7/  This  index  series  will  undergo  a  change  in  composition  in  January,  1998. 

7/  U-population  indexes  on  a  December  1982=100  base;  W-population  indexes  on  a  December  1984=100  base. 

7/  This  index  series  will  no  longer  appear  in  its  present  form  after  December,  1997. 

Data  not  available. 

NOTE:  Index  applies  to  a  month  as  a  whole,  not  to  any  specific  date. 


Table  1A.  Consumer  Price  Index  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U)  and  Consumer  Price  Index  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers 
(CPI-W):  U.S.  city  average,  by  expenditure  category  and  commodity  and  service  group 

(1982-84=100,  unless  otherwise  noted) 


Annual 

CPI-U 

Annual 

Percent 
change 
from  1996 

Annual 

CPI-W 

Annua  1 

Percent 
change 
from  199 

average 

1996 

ave  rage 

average 

1996 

average 

1997 

to  1997 

1997 

to  1997 

Expenditure  category 

All  items  . 

156.9 

160.5 

2.3 

154.1 

157.6 

2.3 

All  items  (1967=100)  . 

469.9 

480.8 

459.1 

469.3 

Food  and  beverages  . 

153.7 

157.7 

2.6 

153.2 

157.2 

2.6 

Food  . 

153.3 

157.3 

2 . 6 

152.8 

156.8 

2.6 

Food  at  home  . 

154.3 

158.1 

2.5 

153.5 

157.2 

2 . 4 

Cereals  and  bakery  products  . 

174.0 

177.6 

2  .  1 

173.6 

177.3 

2  .  1 

Meats,  poultry,  fish,  and  eggs  . 

144.8 

148.5 

2.6 

144.5 

148.2 

2.6 

Dairy  products  . 

142.1 

145.5 

2.4 

141.9 

145.2 

2.3 

Fruits  and  vegetables  1/  . 

183.9 

187.5 

2.0 

183.1 

186.6 

)  .9 

Other  food  at  home  . 

142.9 

147.3 

3  .  1 

142.6 

146.8 

2.9 

Sugar  and  sweets  . 

143.7 

147.8 

2.9 

143.6 

147.7 

2 . 9 

Fats  and  oils  . 

140.5 

141.7 

.9 

140.3 

141.4 

.8 

Nonalcoholic  beverages  . 

128.6 

133.4 

3  .  7 

128.1 

132.3 

3.3 

Other  prepared  food  . 

Food  away  from  home  . 

156.2 

161.2 

3  .  2 

156.0 

161.1 

3.3 

152.7 

157.0 

2.8 

152.6 

157.0 

2.9 

Alcoholic  beverages  . 

158.5 

162.8 

2.7 

157.9 

162.1 

2 . 7 

Housing  1/  . 

152.8 

156.8 

2.6 

149.6 

153.4 

2.5 

Shelter  . 

Renters'  costs  2/  3/  . 

171.0 

176.3 

3  .  1 

166.2 

171.2 

3.0 

180.2 

186.4 

3.4 

157.3 

162.4 

3.2 

Rent,  residenTiaT  . 

162.0 

166.7 

2.9 

161.6 

166.3 

2.9 

Other  renters'  costs  3/  . 

214.7 

225.0 

4 . 8 

214.6 

224.5 

4 . 6 

Homeowners'  costs  2/  3/  . 

176.5 

181.5 

2.8 

160.9 

165.5 

2.9 

Owners'  equivalent  rent  2/  . 

176.8 

181.9 

2 . 9 

161.2 

165.8 

2.9 

Household  insurance  2/  37  . 

161.0 

165.3 

2 . 7 

147.1 

149.8 

1  .8 

Maintenance  and  repairs  37  . 

139.0 

143.7 

3.4 

137.6 

142.0 

3.2 

Maintenance  and  repair  services  3/  . 

145.5 

15  1.1 

3.8 

147.6 

152.9 

3.6 

Maintenance  and  repair  commodities  3/  . 

130.2 

133.4 

2 . 5 

124.9 

128.1 

2 . 6 

Fuel  and  other  utilities  1/  . 

127.5 

130.8 

2 . 6 

127.2 

130.5 

2.6 

Fuels  . 

115.2 

117.9 

2 . 3 

114.7 

117.3 

2.3 

Fuel  oil  and  other  household  fuel 

commodities  . 

99.2 

99.8 

.6 

99.0 

99.6 

.6 

Gas  (piped)  and  electricity  (energy  services) 
Other  utilities  and  public  services  3/  . 

122.1 

125.1 

2.5 

121.6 

124.6 

2.5 

157.2 

161.6 

2.8 

157.7 

162.3 

2.9 

Household  furnishings  and  operation  1/  . 

Housef urnishings  3/  . 

124.7 

125.4 

.6 

123.2 

123.9 

.6 

111.3 

110.6 

-.6 

109.9 

109.4 

-.5 

Housekeeping  siippTies  . 

141.1 

143.1 

1  .4 

141.5 

143.7 

1 .6 

Housekeeping  services  3/  . 

148.0 

151.9 

2.6 

150.9 

154.7 

2.5 

Apparel  and  upkeep  . 

Apparel  commodities  3/  . 

13  1.7 

132.9 

.9 

130.9 

132.1 

.9 

128.2 

129.1 

.  7 

127.6 

128.6 

.8 

Men's  and  boys’  apparel  . 

Women's  and  girls1  apparel . 

Infants'  and  toddlers1  apparel  . 

127.7 

130.1 

1  .  9 

127.4 

129.9 

2.0 

124.7 

126.1 

1  .  1 

123.6 

124.9 

1  .  1 

129.7 

129.0 

-.5 

130.8 

130.1 

-.5 

Footwear  . 

126.6 

127.6 

.8 

127.6 

128.5 

.7 

Other  apparel  commodities  3/  . 

150.6 

145.8 

-3  .  2 

149.6 

145.6 

-2.7 

Apparel  services  3/  . 

159.8 

163.1 

2  .  1 

159.0 

162.2 

2.0 

Transportation  . 

143.0 

144.3 

.9 

142.8 

143.6 

.6 

Private  transportation  . 

140.0 

141.0 

.7 

140.7 

141.3 

.4 

New  vehicles  . . 

143.7 

144.3 

.4 

144.7 

145.5 

.  6 

New  cars  . 

141.4 

141.7 

.2 

141.1 

141.3 

.  i 

Used  cars  . 

157.0 

151.1 

-3.8 

158.2 

152.6 

-3.5 

Motor  fuel  . 

106.3 

106.2 

-.  1 

106.3 

106.2 

-.  1 

Gasoline  . 

105.9 

105.8 

-.  1 

105.9 

105.8 

-.  1 

Maintenance  and  repairs  . 

158.4 

162.7 

2  .  7 

159.3 

163.7 

2.8 

Other  private  transportation  3/  . 

173.9 

177.5 

2  .  1 

169.6 

172.9 

1 .9 

Other  private  transportation  commodities  3/  .. 

105.1 

104.8 

-.3 

104.2 

103.9 

-.3 

Other  private  transportation  services  3/  . 

190.1 

194.7 

2.4 

186.1 

190.4 

2.3 

Public  transportation  . 

181.9 

186.7 

2.6 

179.6 

184.2 

2.6 

Medical  care  . 

228.2 

2  34.6 

2.8 

227.6 

234.0 

2.8 

Medical  care  commodities  . 

2  10.4 

2  15.3 

2  .  3 

207.8 

212.6 

2.3 

Medical  care  services  . 

232.4 

239  .1 

2 . 9 

232  .1 

2  38.8 

2.9 

Professional  medical  services  . 

208 . 3 

215.4 

3.4 

209.5 

216.7 

3.4 

Entertainment  3/  . 

159.1 

162.5 

2  .  1 

156.8 

160.0 

2.0 

EntertainmenT  commodities  3/  . 

143.0 

144.2 

.8 

142.0 

143.0 

.7 

Entertainment  services  3/  . 

178.1 

183.8 

3.2 

178.2 

184.1 

3.3 

Other  goods  and  services  1/  . 

215.4 

224.8 

4.4 

212.2 

221.6 

4.4 

Tobacco  and  smoking  products  . 

232.8 

243.7 

4 . 7 

232.5 

243 . 3 

4.6 

Personal  care  . 

150.1 

152.7 

1  .  7 

150.1 

152.6 

1  .  7 

Toilet  goods  and  personal  care  appliances  . 

144.3 

144.2 

1 

145.0 

145.1 

.  1 

Personal  care  services  . 

156.6 

162.4 

3 . 7 

156.6 

162.5 

3.8 

Personal  and  educational  expenses  3/  . 

247.5 

259.7 

4.9 

242.9 

255  .3 

5  .  1 

School  books  and  supplies  . 

226.9 

238.4 

5  .  1 

228.2 

240.4 

5.3 

Personal  and  educational  services  3/  . 

249.3 

261.6 

4.9 

244.4 

256.8 

5.1 

Commodity  and  service  group 

All  items  . 

156.9 

160.5 

2.3 

154.1 

157.6 

2.3 

Commodities  . 

139.9 

141.8 

1  .  4 

139.9 

141.8 

1  .4 

Food  and  beverages  . 

153.7 

157.7 

2  .  6 

153.2 

157.2 

2.6 

Commodities  less  food  and  beverages  . 

13  1.5 

132.2 

.5 

13  1.8 

132.4 

.  s 

Nondurables  less  food  and  beverages  . 

133.0 

134.6 

1  .  2 

132.8 

134.5 

1  .  3 

Apparel  commodities  3/  . 

128.2 

129.1 

.  7 

127.6 

12  8.6 

.8 

Nondurables  less  food,  beverages. 

and  apparel  . 

138.6 

140.6 

1.4 

138.3 

140.4 

1.5 

Durables  . 

129.4 

128.7 

-.5 

129.2 

128.4 

-.6 

Services  . 

174.1 

179.4 

3.0 

17  1.4 

176.5 

3.0 

Rent  of  shelter  2/  . 

178.0 

183.4 

3.0 

159.9 

164.7 

3.0 

Household  services  less  rent  of  shelter  2/  3/  .... 

142.0 

145.8 

2  .  7 

130.5 

134.0 

2  .  7 

Transportation  services  . 

180.5 

185.0 

2.5 

178.3 

182.6 

2.4 

Medical  care  services  . 

232.4 

2  3  9  .1 

2 . 9 

232  .1 

238.8 

2.9 

Other  services  . 

201.4 

209.6 

4.1 

198.1 

206.4 

4.2 

Special  indexes 

All  items  less  food  . 

157.5 

161.1 

2.3 

154.3 

157.6 

2.1 

All  items  less  shelter  . 

152.8 

155.9 

2.0 

151.0 

154.0 

2.0 

All  items  less  homeowners'  costs  2/  3/  . 

157.9 

161.4 

2.2 

144.8 

147.8 

2.1 

All  items  less  medical  care  . 

152.8 

156.3 

2  .  3 

150.7 

154.0 

2.2 

Commodities  less  food  . 

132.6 

133.4 

.6 

132.8 

133.6 

.6 

Nondurables  less  food  . 

134.5 

136.3 

1  .3 

134.3 

136.2 

1  .4 

Nondurables  less  food  and  apparel  . 

139.5 

141.8 

1  .6 

139.3 

141.6 

1.7 

Nondurables  . 

143.5 

14  6.4 

2.0 

143.3 

146.2 

2.0 

Services  less  rent  of  shelter  2/  . 

182.5 

188.1 

3  .  1 

162.7 

167.6 

3.0 

Services  less  medical  care  services  . 

168.7 

173.9 

3  .  1 

166.2 

171.2 

3.0 

Energy  . 

110.1 

111.5 

1  .3 

109.8 

111.1 

1  .2 

All  items  less  energy  . 

163.1 

167.1 

2 . 5 

160.4 

164.1 

2 . 3 

All  items  less  food  and  energy  . 

165.6 

169.5 

2 . 4 

162.) 

166.0 

2 . 3 

Commodities  less  food  and  energy  commodities  . 

141.3 

142.3 

.7 

140.9 

141.9 

.  7 

Energy  commodities  . 

105.7 

105.7 

.0 

105.9 

105.9 

.0 

Services  less  energy  services  . 

179.4 

185.0 

3  .  1 

176.8 

182.2 

3 . 1 

Purchasing  power  of  the  consumer  dollar: 

1982-84=$1 .00  . 

8.638 

$  .623 

-2.4 

$  .649 

$.635 

-2.2 

1967=81.00  . 

.213 

.  208 

- 

.218 

.213 

~ 

1/  This  index  series  will  undergo  a  change  in  composition  in  January,  1998. 

77  U-population  indexes  on  a  December  1982=100  base;  W-population  indexes  on  a  December  1984=100  base. 

7/  This  index  series  will  no  longer  appear  in  its  present  form  after  December,  1997. 

-  Data  not  available. 


Table  2.  Consumer  Price  Index  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U)  and  Consumer  Price  Index  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical 
Workers  (CPI-W):  Selected  areas,  all  items  index 

(1982-84=100,  unless  otherwise  noted) 


CPI-U  CPI-W 


Indexes 

Percent 

Indexes 

Percent 

Area 

change  to 

change  to 

Dec  . 

1997 

Dec  . 

1997 

Oct . 

Nov . 

Dec  . 

f  rom- 

Oc  t . 

Nov . 

Dec  . 

f  rom- 

1997 

1997 

1997 

Dec  . 

1996 

1997 

1997 

1997 

Dec  . 

1996 

U.S.  city  average  . 

Region  and  area  size  jy 

Northeast  urban..... . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1 ,200,000  ... 
Size  B  -  500,000  to  1,200,000  2/ 

Size  C  -  50,000  to  500,000  2/. 7. 

North  Central  urban  . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,200.000  ... 
Size  B  -  360,000  to  1.200, 000  2/ 

Size  C  -  50,600  to  366, 006  2/ .7. 

Size  D  -  Nonmetropolitan 

(less  than  50,000)  .... 


South  urban  . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,200,000  ... 
Size  B  -  450,000  to  i, 200. 000  2/ 

Size  C  -  50,600  to  456,000  2/ .7. 

Size  D  -  Nonmetropolitan 

(less  than  56,000)  .... 


West  urban  . . 

Size  A  -  More  than  1,250,000 
Size  C  -  50,000  to  330, 060  2/ 


Size  classes 

A  3/  . 

B  7/  . 

C  7/  . 

D  7 . 


Selected  local  areas 

Chicago-Gary-Lake  County,  IL-IN-WI . 

Los  Ange 1 es-Anahe im-Rive rs ide ,  CA  . 

N.Y. -Northern  N.J.-Long  Island,  NY-NJ-CT 
Phil.-Wilmington-Trenton, 

PA-NJ-DE-MD  4/  . 

San  Francisco-Oakland-San  Jose,  CA  4/  .. 

Baltimore,  MD  5y  . 

Bos t on-Lawrence-Sa 1 em ,  MA-NH  . 

Cleve land-Akron-Lo rain ,  OH  . 

Miami-Fort  Lauderdale,  FL  . 

St.  Louis-East  St.  Louis,  MO-IL  6/  . 

Washington,  DC-MD-VA  5y  . 

Dallas-Fort  Worth,  TX  . 

Detroit-Ann  Arbor,  MI  . 

Houston-Galveston-Brazoria ,  TX  . 

Pittsburgh-Beaver  Valley,  PA  6/  . 


161.6 

161.5 

168.7 

169.5 
166.0 

167.6 

168.5 
169.3 
165.8 

167.5 

157.7 
158.4 

156.7 

159.7 

157.7 

158.4 

156.9 

159.3 

153.2 

153.7 

157.8 
156.7 

160.9 
157.2 

157.8 

156.4 

161.2 

157.3 

156.9 

157.1 

162.8 

163.1 

168.3 

162.8 

162.8 

169.2 

146.0 

161.5 

161.5 

157.6 

145.8 
161.6 
161.6 

157.8 

162.5 

162.9 

161.1 

160.7 

172.3 

172.0 

167.7 

166.4 

162.5 

162.6 

_ 

156.0 

— 

169.4 

— 

157.1 

— 

159.5 

— 

152.9 

- 

161.8 

152.8 

157.9 

— 

147.3 

— 

157.9 

- 

161.3 

1  .  7 

168.4 

1  .6 

169.1 

1  .  7 

165.9 

1 .0 

16  7.2 

1  .6 

157.3 

1  .3 

158.1 

1  .  7 

155.8 

.8 

159.5 

1  .  1 

153.0 

.7 

157.3 

1.4 

156.3 

1  .5 

160.8 

1.6 

155.9 

1 .0 

157.0 

1  .  7 

162.8 

2.6 

163.1 

2.8 

168.5 

2.8 

145.7 

2.0 

161.1 

1  .3 

160.9 

1.5 

157.5 

1.3 

162.8 

1.9 

161.2 

1 .8 

171.9 

2.0 

166.4 

1  .3 

162.6 

4.2 

152.5 

1.7 

157.1 

1  .8 

145.6 

1.4 

157.1 

1  .  1 

158.5 

158.5 

165.8 

165.5 

163.5 

168.9 

165.7 

165.5 

163.2 

168.9 

154.0 

153.9 
152.7 

156.9 

154.0 

153.8 

153.0 

156.5 

151.1 

151.6 

156.1 

154.7 

156.8 

156.9 

156.2 

154.5 

157.1 

157.1 

157.3 

157.5 

159.3 

157.9 

164.9 

159.2 

157.7 

165.6 

144.7 

158.3 

160.4 

156.7 

14  4.6 

158.4 

160.5 
156.9 

156.9 

157.2 

155.4 

154.9 

168.1 

168.0 

166.8 

165.9 

159.5 

159.5 

_ 

154.6 

— 

167.8 

- 

149.1 

— 

157.0 

- 

151.9 

159.1 

152.8 

152.  A 

* 

146.3 

_ 

151.3 

— 

158.2 

1  .5 

165.5 

1  .4 

165.2 

1  .6 

163.3 

.8 

168.7 

1.4 

153.7 

1  .2 

153.6 

1.4 

151.9 

.8 

156.8 

1  .  1 

151.0 

.5 

155.6 

1  .2 

154.2 

1  .2 

156.8 

1  .5 

155.6 

.  7 

157.5 

1  .6 

159.2 

2.4 

157.9 

164.9 

2 . 7 

2.6 

144.4 

1  .8 

158.0 

1  .2 

159.8 

1  .2 

156.7 

1  .  2 

157.3 

1  .  7 

155.3 

1  .  7 

167.7 

1  .8 

165.7 

1  .  3 

159.4 

4.1 

152.7 

1  .7 

151.7 

1  .  5 

144.5 

1 .0 

150.6 

1.2 

1/  Regions  defined  as  the  four  Census  regions.  See  map  in  technical  notes. 

7/  Starting  in  January,  1998,  a  new  Size  Class  B/C  will  be  introduced,  composed  of  current 

Size  Class  B  and  Size  Class  C  cities.  There  will  be  no  individual  Size  Class  B  or  Size  Class  C. 

3/  Indexes  on  a  December  1986=100  base. 

5/  Indexes  for  the  cities  of  Philadelphia  and  San  Francisco  will  no  longer  be  published  on  a  monthly 

basis  starting  in  January,  1998.  Beginning  in  February,  1998  they  will  be  published  on  a 
bi-monthly  basis. 

5y  Indexes  for  the  cities  of  Washington  and  Baltimore  will  no  longer  be  published  separately  after  December,  1997. 

Beginning  in  January,  1998  the  two  cities  will  be  published  as  a  Washi ng t on-Ba 1 t imo re 

,_J  combined  metropolitan  area. 

b/  Indexes  for  the  cities  of  Pittsburgh  and  St.  Louis  will  no  longer  be  published  on  a  bi-monthly 

basis  after  December,  1997.  Beginning  in  July,  1998  they  will  be  published  semi-annually,  each 
January  and  July. 

-  Data  not  available. 

NOTE:  Local  area  CPI  indexes  are  byproducts  of  the  national  CPI  program.  Each  local  index  has  a  smaller  sample  size 

than  the  national  index  and  is,  therefore,  subject  to  substantially  more  sampling  and  other  measurement  error. 
As  a  result,  local  area  indexes  show  greater  volatility  than  the  national  index,  although  their  long-term 
trends  are  similar.  Therefore,  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  strongly  urges  users  to  consider  adopting  the 
national  average  CPI  for  use  in  their  escalator  clauses. 


CPI  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U)-Analysis 

On  a  seasonally  adjusted  basis,  the  CPI-U  rose  0.1  percent  in  December,  the  same  as  in  November.  The  food  index  decreased  0.1  percent 
in  December.  Grocery  store  food  prices  dropped  0.3  percent  in  December,  reflecting  declines  in  the  indexes  for  fruits  and  vegetables  and  for 
meats,  poultry,  fish,  and  eggs.  The  energy  index,  which  declined  0.2  percent  in  November,  fell  1 .6  percent  in  December.  The  index  for 
petroleum-based  energy  declined  0.9  percent,  and  the  index  for  energy  services,  dropped  2.4  percent.  Excluding  food  and  energy,  the 
CPI-U  rose  0.2  percent  after  advancing  0.1  percent  in  November.  Larger  increases  in  the  costs  for  shelter,  for  medical  care,  and  for  tobacco, 
coupled  with  an  upturn  in  the  index  for  entertainment  and  a  smaller  decline  in  airline  fares,  accounted  for  the  larger  advance  in  December 

NEXT  CPI  RELEASE:  JANUARY  DATA  ON  FEBRUARY  24, 1998  8:30  A.M.  (EST);TRY  OUR  CPI  QUICKLINE:  202-606-6994 

IMPORTANT  NOTE:  BLS  to  Maintain  Current  Reference  Base  of  1982-84=100  for  Most  CPI  Index  Series 

The  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  (BLS)  will  maintain  the  current  reference  base  of  1 982-84=1 00  used  for  most  CPI  index  series.  In  addition,  the 
1 967=1 00  reference  base  will  continue  to  be  the  alternate  base  for  All  Items  indexes.  (BLS  had  previously  indicated  that  it  would  change  the 
reference  base  from  the  present  1 982-84=1 00  base  to  a  1 993-95=1 00  base,  and  eliminate  the  alternate  reference  base  of  1 967=1 00,  with 
release  of  the  January  1999  CPI.  Now,  however,  these  reference  base  changes  will  not  occur). 

If  you  have  any  questions  about  the  plans  to  maintain  the  current  CPI  reference  base,  please  contact  Patrick  Jackman  at 
(202)  606-6952. 

Note:  The  1 998  CPI  Revision  will  result  in  several  improvements  to  the  index  effective  with  the  release  of  data  for  January  1 998.  A  new  set 
of  expenditure  weights,  using  1993-95  Consumer  Expenditure  Survey  data,  will  replace  the  1982-84  weights  now  used  in  the  CPI.  The  CPI 
will  also  employ  a  new  geographic  sample,  a  new  item  structure,  and  a  new  variance-based  publication  system.  The  Internet  web  site  at 
http://stats.bls.gov/cpihome.htm  includes  articles  on  the  1 998  CPI  Revision  from  the  December  1 996  Monthly  Labor  Review. 


Recalculated  Seasonally  Adjusted  Indexes  to  be  Available  on  February  20, 1 998 

Each  year  with  the  release  of  the  January  CPI,  seasonal  adjustment  factors  are  recalculated  to  reflect  price  movements  from  the  just- 
completed  calendar  year.  This  routine  annual  recalculation  may  result  in  revisions  to  seasonally  adjusted  indexes  for  the  previous  5  years. 
BLS  will  make  available  recalculated  seasonally  adjusted  indexes,  as  well  as  recalculated  seasonal  adjustment  factors,  for  the  period  January 
1 993  through  December  1 997,  on  Friday,  February  20, 1 998.  This  date  is  two  working  days  before  the  scheduled  release  of  the  January  1 998 
CPI  on  Tuesday,  February  24, 1 998. 

The  revised  indexes  and  seasonal  factors  will  be  available  on  the  internet  using  the  BLS  FTP  server  The  address  is  ftp://146.i42-4.23  Select 
"pub,"  then  select  "special  requests,"  then  select  "cpi."  The  revised  seasonal  data  will  be  in  the  file  "revseas  cpi . “ 

For  further  information  please  contact  Claire  Gallagher  or  Richard  Kerr  on  (202)  606-6968. 


BRIEF  EXPLANATION  OFTHE  CPI 


The  Consumer  Price  Index  (CPI)  is  a  measure  of  the  average  change 
in  prices  over  time  in  a  fixed  market  basket  of  goods  and  services. 
Two  CPIs  are  published:  1)The  CPI  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI- 
U)  which  covers  about  80  percent  ot  the  total  population  and  2)  the 
CPI  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers  (CPI-W)  which 
covers  32  percent  of  the  total  population. The  CPI  is  based  on  prices 
of  food,  clothing,  shelter,  transportation,  medical  care,  and  other  goods 
and  services  that  people  buy  for  day-to-day  living.  In  calculating  the 
Index,  price  changes  for  the  various  items  in  85  locations  are  averaged 
together  with  weights  which  represent  their  importance  in  the  spending 
of  the  appropriate  population  group.  Indexes  for  different  months  are 
usually  compared  in  relative  terms.  Thus,  an  index  of  133.5  is  1.063 
times  higher  than  an  index  of  125.6  (133.5/125.6=1 .063);  in  other 
words,  prices  increased  6.3 percent. The  CPI  is  used  as  an  indicator 
of  inflation,  a  deflator  of  other  economic  series,  and  as  an  escalator 
for  income  payments. 


More  detail.  This  news  release  from  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor  provides  summary  data  from  the 
Consumer  Price  Index. The  full  release  is  available  electronically  at 
release  time.  For  Information,  call  202-606-5902.  CPI  data  also  are 
available  on  diskette  and  tape  For  information,  call  202-606-7000. 
If  you  have  any  questions  about  the  CPI,  please  write  to  the  Bureau 
of  Labor  Statistics,  Division  of  Consumer  Prices  and  Price  Indexes, 
Room  361 5PSB,  Washington,  DC  20212,  or  call  202-606-7000.  Full 
detail  is  available  in  the  monthly  periodical  CPI  Detailed  Report, 
available  for  $25  per  year  from  New  Orders,  Government  Printing 
Office,  PO.  Box  371 954,  Pittsburgh,  PA  1 5250-7954. This  information 
will  be  made  available  to  sensory  impaired  individuals  upon  request. 
Voice  phone:  202-606-STAT,  TDD  phone:  202-606-5897,  TDD 
Message  Referral  Phone:  1  -800-326-2577.  Fora  recorded  message 
of  summary  CPI  data,  call  202-606-STAT. 
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